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Vid fays 307-777-5616 and 17.S. Mail
Dear ‘Administratar Dieﬁich;

The uridersigned Wyoning hnnlth and mediial erganizations support the adoption of changes
pmpmseﬂ. 0 Wyoming Adr Quality Standards and Regulations, Chapter 8, Nonattainment Area
Rejulations. The proposed niles will g0 1 long way toward better protecting the public fromthe
adverse healfh effécts of vatious air pollutants emitted by il and gas facitities in the Upper
Gireen River Basin, and particularly ground-level ozone,

Thes mission of Amerfcan’ Lung As&acmﬂmﬂ in Wyoming Ts to save lives by improving lumg

heatth and preventing 1ung digease. ‘We work 10 teduce tobacco use and tobdcco-relared lung
disease, t frupirdve the.ajr we bitathe so it will not cause.or worséh hung disease,and reditoe the
burden of fung disease on patienits and thejr families, ‘

Representing tearly 135 metobers ;Emm-iﬂ argprizations in maﬂy all 25 eomnties of" thﬁ: state, the
Wyoming Public Health Assoeiation works 0. ensure the public’s health i Wyoming, We
promoie-and protect the pubfic’s health in & variety of ways, inclatling program development and
advocacy on behalf of geod state and loa] public health policy and Jegislation:

‘The Wyoming Comprshensive Cancer Control Cansortinm is eharged with implementing the
‘Wytoming Cancer Control Plan, which provides a elear vision of how we ean address the Canoer
Burden in Wyothing. The Wyoming Comprehensive Canger Control Consomum ismade up of
over 80 mgamzahﬂns and 300 members, united through. a shared vision, comihon cormvitment,
and wollaborative nutivities, ‘For more information visit www. Sighbeancerysnorg.



’Ihewyommg Saciety for Respiratory Care.is forided to ghcourage, develop and provide
educational pragrams for those persons interested in vespiratory therapy and diagnostics, to
abvanig the:seience, teghnology; ethics and art of respiratory cage through meetings; lectuses,
‘publications, and other materials, facilitate cooperation atid understanding-among tespitatory
care personnel arid. the rtiedical profession, allied health professions, hospitals; service
companies, industry, government orgapizations, and othes agencies’interestod in respiratory care,
and to ptovide education to the public if pulmonaty health promotion and disease prevention.

As you know, ynheglihy levels:of ozone poilution are of grest congern in the Upper Green. River
Basiti, somych so that the EPA has desigred the afea as a “nonattainment™ area for repeatedly
‘diolating the natignal health/hased standard for ozone, The unheslthy ozone levels in Sublette
Coupty have, for the past several yeurs, l=d to failing grades in the American Lutig Association’s
annual “State of the Aiv” repotts. Attimes, ozong levels in Subleite County have excepded those:
in Y8 Angeles, California.

Grounddilevel ozone is.a seriois hiealth thirest and powerful respiratory imitaut. When apersot
inhales: ozons pollution, it teacts chemticalty with the body’s interna tissues, cansing
fnflambation of the lung: Ozons pollution abave certiin concentrations is associated with
sefious health effects, including aggravated esthmg, ehronic bronizhitis, and heart attacks, and in
s0me cases premature doath, Ozone ean cause painful breathing, lung inflamwoation and, over
time, may pemhanently damége:thio lungé, and is-associated with inereased hoispital aduwissions
and enietrency focm vistts'. The svidence doermenting these effects includes actinl laboratory
studies of hnunan volunteers, as well as epidemiological and aniival data.

Tna recent -walugﬁc;n involving a panel of expert stientists, the-Clean Air Scientific Advisoty
Commitige, dnd the public, and including humdreds-of new stutics, e EPA identified grovnd-
Tevel gzoneus a serious henlth threat, concluding the following with regpect to gzone poliution:

»  Causes respivatory harin (e.g- worsened asthma, worsened CORD, infiammuation);

v Likely to eange early death (both shart-term and long-term exposure);

» Likely to cause cardiovascular harm. (e.g. heart attacks, strokes, heart disease, congéstive
heart failura); : .

= May canse hartrto the central nervous gystem; and

« My eatse reproductive.and developmental harm.

1 Resomrchiors have dopumenged the association between high ozoné Jevels and increqeed clinde visite for adverse
sespitatory-rebitéd effect i Sublette County. The study found that for evdry 10 ppb increio in ozotd'hure wasa 3.
perocotinsreass in losal healthoolinip visits due to.rospimtory-related complaints the day fllowing elevations of
fizone. Pride, K., Peal, ] 4 Robinson; B., Busacker, A., Grindgs, 1, Vip, ¥, Murphy, T, -Associations of Short-Term

_ Expogure fn Gronind:Level Ozone and Respl  Outpatient Clinic Visits i a Rural Looation —- Sublette County,

Wyoming, 20081001, Eniirgimental Research 137(2015)1-7.




—U:8, Buvirpnmental Brobection Agency. Integraied Science Assessment of Ozone andd Related

Photochemicil Oividapis {Firial Report). .S, Environmental Protection: Agency, Washington,
DC, EFA/6O0/R-10/076E, 2013

‘While anyone who spends nme outdoors when ozone levels axe high engugh may experience
symptome such as shortuess of breath, dry coigh or pain when teking a deep breath, tightness of

the chest, wheezing, or nausea, certain groups of people are pattienlarly valnerable to the effects
of breathing ozone. They mclude-

» Children and teens;

" Any(ma 65 and older

v People who work ot exercise nmdnors
.

People with existing lung diseases, such as asthma and chrovic obstructive plﬂmonaxy
disease (s known as COPD, which includes emphyseiria and chionic brorichitis); and

» Peoplt with cardiovaseular disease.

The proposed rules, which require vafious teclinical coritrols, such as regular leak detection
inspecfions at well sites and insfallation of newer, less polluting pieces of equipinent, ane
negessary 1o reduck wnissions of hydrocarbon compounds and nitropen oxides {which combirie
to foemt pzione pollution) from, oi and gas operations. Oil and pas develapment is the largest
ennfisgion souree for these pollutamis in the Upper Green River Bagin’s Suhlette, Lincol, and
Sweetwater gountics.

Pm’tectmg thie airthat Wyommg residents breathe by reducing ozone aid other polhutants from
oil and gas operations is an important pubhc health issue-and we are,plad to see.the Wyoming
DECQ attempt fo better protect Jocal citizens in its proposed mles. Wea request that: 1} the
Eovironmental Guality Covnell adopt the proposed niles at the: hearing in Pinedale on May 19,
2015; sind. 2) the rules be implemented withou fuidther delay, Reducing emissions of air
polhutants St oil and natoral pas operations is orucial to minimizing health mpacts to
Wyoming citizens.

Lastly, in view of the fact that ofl and gas development is. jnorenging I other parts of the state,
énd particylarty-in the eastern part of the state, where the sorts of controls embodied jnthe
‘UGRB proposed rules do not exist, we ask that the Wyoming Department of Environmental
Cinality considet developing a similar set of requirements on a stateivide basis:

Sincerely

Runm Flannﬂry, Galthy Adr Director

_ Am#m:’an Lumg Association in Wyoming
936 8, 2™ Street,, West

st:mula, MT 59801
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| Toni Reeves, President

‘Wyoming Palilic Health Associstion.
P.O. Box 21457

Cheyering, WY 82003
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, P’fﬂo Chadr Lisa Fades, Foutder and Pregident of Jazon's Friends
' Co-Chalt Robert Tohnson, Cancer, Surviver
Co-Chair Ken Esquibel, Wyoming State Reptesentative
Wyoming Gompreliensive Cancer Control Consorfiurm -
6101 N Yetlowstors Hd., $te 510
Cheyeniie, WY 82002
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