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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, CHEYENNE, WYOMING 

LeROY GRAMS ) 
) 

Mineral Riahts Owner. ) 

RZGARDIWG SPECIFICALLY, BUT ) AND PRESENT APPLICATION 
NOT LIMITED TO: ) TO MINE 

) 
AYAX'S EAGLE BUTTE MINE 1 
CAMPBELL COUNTY, WYOMING 1 

Mining Company. ) 

OBJECTIONS 

THE PROTESTANT, LeROY GRAMS objects to Amax Coal 

Company's existing mining permits, and their present applicat- 

ion for a mining permit for The Eagle Butte Mine, Campbell 

Count, Wyoming, and as grounds for these objections state 

and allege as follows: 

Amax Coal Company has Mining Permits 428, 428 A-1, 

428-A2, and 428-Rl pertaining to the Eagle Butte Mine. 

11. 

Am2x Coal Company has applied for a mining permit 

through this Department at present regarding Eagle Butte 

Mine. 
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Protestant is an interested person under the Wyoming 

~nvironnental Quality Act and is owner of mineral rights on 

land adjacent to the Eagle Butte permit area, and proposed 

permit area. Protestant owns mineral rights on the following 

described land: 

The northeast quarter, the northeast quarter of 
the northwest quarter of Section thirty-three 
and the northwest quarter of Section thirty-four 
in Township fifty-one north of Range seventy-two 
west of the Sixth Principal Meridian, Wyoming. 

Said parcel of land contains 360 acres, more or less. 

A leak of pre-sale data on the controversial 1982 

sale of rights to mine 1.6 billion tons of coal in the Powder 

River Basin of Wyoming and Montana, including Little Rawhide I 
Creek tract in Campbell County, Wyoming should render the 

entire sale void 

At the bidding of Little Rawhide Creek tract all those 

present were put on notice of all the pending litigation which 

included The Northern Cheyenne Tribe, The National Wildlife j 
Federation and The Northern Plains Resource Council. 



V I  . 
On A p r i l  28, 1982 Max L i e u r a n c e ,  t h e  S t a t e  D i r e c t o r  f o r  

Wyoming s t a t e d  i n  p a r t :  

"Furthe-rmore,  a s  t h e  Cour t  mentioned a  moment a g o ,  
t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  l i s  pendens would b e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  
t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  b i d d e r s  and t h e y  would t a k e  t h e  l e a s e ,  
i f  t h e y  were s u c c e s s f u l ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  outcome 
o f  t h i s  l i t i g a t i o n . "  

V I I  . 
Recen t ly  a  F e d e r a l  Judge ,  namely U .  S .  D i s t r i c t  Judge  

James B a t t i n  vo ided  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s a l e  o f  r i g h t s  t o  mine 

some 3 6 3 . 6 ' m i l l i o n  t o n s  o f  f e d e r a l  c o a l  i n  t h e  Powder R i v e r  

Bas in  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Montan i n  1982. 

V I I I .  

P r o t e s t a n t  h e r e i n  a d o p t s  t h e  e n t i r e  r u l i n g  which w i l l  
/ 

h e l p  o r  a i d  him i n  t h e s e  O b j e c t i o n s .  S a i d  Ru l ing  t o  b e  t h a t  

i s s u e d  by t h e  Honorable  Judge  James B a t t i n  a s  i s s u e d  

The Nor thern  Cheyenne I n d i a n  T r i b e ,  which vo ided  t h e  

s a l e .  

IX. 

P r o t e s t a n t  h e r e i n  a d o p t s  t h e  " O b j e c t i o n s "  s u b m i t t e d  by 

Landowner Mary H .  Grams by r e f e r e n c e .  

X. 

The c o n t r o v e r s y  a b o u t  tes t  h o l e s  d r i l l e d  on t h e  P e r m i t  

Areas  and proposed  P e r m i t  Area r e f l e c t  t h a t  t h e y  were  d r i l l e d  

a f t e r  a  Bureau o f  Land Management p e r m i t  e x p i r e d .  NO remapping 

was done i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h i s .  
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X I .  

A s  t h e  name '!Eagle B u t t e  Coal  Mine" i m p l i e s ,  a  Bald 

Eagle  h a s  been known t o  r o o s t  on t h e  Landowner 's  p r o p e r t y  

a s  d e s c r i b e d  h e r e i n .  No ment ion  o f  t h i s  can  b e  found i n  t h e  

f i l e s  as r e q u i r e d .  

XI1 . 
Evidence i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  b l a c k - f o o t e d  f e r r e t s  

s h o u l d  have been g i v e n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  b u f f e r  

zone ,  s i n c e  t h e  food f o r  b o t h  t h e  e a g l e  and b l a c k - f o o t e d  f e r r e t  

would i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  r e q u i r e  more s p a c e .  

X I I I .  

No p r o v i s i o n  h a s  been made, o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  i n  

r e g a r d  t o  p r i v a t e  o i l  and g a s  l e a s e s  as i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  f e d e r a l  

l e a s e s .  Abandoned o i l  and g a s  w e l l s  shou ld  have  been g i v e n  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a l s o .  

XIV. 

I f  it i s  proven t h a t  d a t a  on t h e  t e s t  h o l e s  was c o l l e c t e d  

beyond t h e  te rms  o f  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  p e r m i t ,  it would b e  grounds  

f o r  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  l e a s e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

" I n t e r i o r  S e c r e t a r y  Wi l l i am P .  C l a r k  s a i d  Thursday h e  
h a s  a sked  t h e  J u s t i c e  Department t o  r ev i ew c o n t r o v e r s i a l  
f e d e r a l  c o a l  l e a s e s  i s s u e d  f o r  low p r i c e s  i n  t h e  Powder 
R ive r  B a s i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  Campbell County.  " I n  t e s t i m o n y  
b e f o r e  t h e  House A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  i n t e r i o r  subcommit tee ,  
C l a r k  s a i d  he  might  c a n c e l  t h e  l e z s e s  i f  he  de t e rmined  
t h a t  anybody had a c t e d  i l l e g a l l y . "  



WHEREFORE, protestant Prays that the existing permits 

as it pertains to Amax's Eagle Butte Mine be voided and any 

further Application be denied. 

LeROY GRAMS 

. . - -<.. 5 .<,-.- By---.--- - 
.. - 

- #-'is ' . ,. 
LeROY G ~ S  
4676 West Ponds Drive 
Littleton, Colorado 80123 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing paper 

was served on Amax Coal Company by mailing the same on 
/ . ;  i -, 

,<< ,'/-: I / . ?  / . 3 1985 in a postage paid wrapper addressed 
, 

to him/her/them at: Amax Coal Company, Western Division Offices, 

1901 Energy Court, P. 0. Box 3005, Gillette, Wyoming 82716-0605, 

and that said wrapper Pas sent Certified Mail, Return Receipt 

Requested. 

. .. - .I 

Dated,.+'(:,/.../7,,' , :!>J'> 1985. ,. .- _-- _.I...- , . -,-.? -cs-2 . , . . .--.- T-<::..7.., .. 
.._.A -.. 

LeROY GRAMS . 


