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N ¢ * Lgfenzen;
122 West 25" Street Eiiiéfmema’i Quality Councl
Hersghler Building

Cheykrne, WY 82002
RE: Powder River Basin Resource Council Periton
DearMr. Gortdon and members of the Council,

I am pvriting this levter on behalf of fourteen employvees of a business in Byron that relies
an vr}xrk from numerous small oil producers. Our eoncern is the proposed rule changes

propgsed by the Power River Basin Resource Council Pctition that is being considered at
this time.

Our n(icncem is the economic impact on our employees. If the quantity of water discharge
is Hirdired a8 por the potition recommendation, there will be miany wells operated by the
smallproducers that we work for that will be shut in. This would ruin our business!

Cur dmployment depends on service to all wells in the arca. We are familiar with the
watet discharge at most locations. The quantity of water being discharged is acceptable to
land pwrners. Please do not regulate water that is not causing problems and would create
big ptoblems for those of us that depend on these wells being produced.

Our Company (NEPECO) has fourteen employees. The average age of these 14

Ibyees is 59V; years and the average length of employment is 17 years! We are very
erned that if you adopt the recommendations of the Power River Basin Resource

g;:il Petition. wells will be shut in and our employment ieopatdized. This would have
astating effeet on our families and the community.

ament that the loss of jobs would have a devastating effect on the commanity.
this information vou can see Byron’s Median family income is Jess than that of Big
“ounty. the State of Wyoming and the United States. Similarly. our per capita
incothe is the lowest and the percent of individuals and families in poverty are higher
than fhe county, the state, or the country,

In sudnmary. we request that you deny the Powder River Basin Resource Council Petilion
boeahse of the ceonomic effeet that it would hiave on the entire community,

Sincerely,
4] o,
Alan].
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Daniel C. Wychgram

Exploration Geologist
P.Q. Box 488
Thermopolis, Wyoming 52443

Phone: {307) 864-3811
{387} 864-2802

éanagyy 12,2007 E I L E é%:?hane: {307} 921-9948

Wyoming Environmental Quality Counsel JAN 18 2007
122 West 25 Street, Room 1714 | ‘
Cheyenne, WY 82002 Terri A. Lorenzon, Director

environmental Quality Councll
Re: Proposed rule changes for discharged water

Ladies and Gentlemen:

1 am an exploration geologist who has Hved in Thermopolis for the past 20
years. 1 have two very relevant situations to tell you about that may affect your
decisions on the proposed rule change.

Shortly after moving fo Wyoming, I purchased an old, small field called
Kirby Creek Oil Field. I drilled a few shallow wells and was able to make a living
from the minor production achieved. The Oil & Gas Commission asked me to plug
three very old oil wells that were flowing fresh water into Alkali Creek, an
ephemeral drainage, I did as ordered and observed a wild life oasis that had been
frequented by ducks, mule deer, antelope, beaver, and game birds literally
disappear along with the source of water. _

Norman Sanford, the local rancher, had often thanked nie for nof fencing the
8+ acres that were part of the field and contained discharged water skim ponds. His
cattle relied on the available water and spent a large part of their time at the oil
field. Iam sure that if Norman where still alive, he would be testifying in opposition
to any changes that would jeopardize the beneficial use of oilfield discharge waters.

The second situation is related to my discovery in 1991 of Centennial Oil
Field four miles NE of Thermopolis. 1 have been slowly developing this discovery
using profits from the small-seale production and now have four producing wells,
The discharge water is marginally within carrent guidelines for a discharge permit
and would probably not gualify under more stringent rules. In order for this field
o become truly economic, I must initiate 2 water flood which will resultin
significantly larger volumes of discharge water, This field is jointly owned with my
father and we could not afford to produce and farther develop this field with outa
continuance of our discharge permit.

Besides allowing development of the field, the extra water would be beneficial
to Debbie Axtel who has the grazing permit for the State and federal lands involved.
Also, the wildlife in this area would be less impacted by the drought conditions that
we currently face in the Bighorn Basin,

Daniel C. Wychgram, Wyoming Certified Geologist #1911

petroleum * photogeclogy * remote senising
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BLAKE DRILLING, INC,
P. 0, BOX 4038
GILLETTE, WYOMING 82716

January 26, 2007 ? E

Mr, Mark Gordon - i E g
Chairman JAR 28
Wyoming gnvironmema} Quality Council . SRR A

122 W, 25" Sirvet s Lorenzon, Dirgcroy
Herschler Bldge., Rm 1714 wroamental Quality Coune
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002
Mr Gordan:

My name is Deborah Blake, My husband Mark and I have a small drilling company here
in Camphell County.

_ It is our understanding thut (he EQC is looking at a petition that will have a very big effect
if not prohibit most of if not all CBM produced water discharging .

This is just not right this petition only singles out one entity, Mark and I do not agree with
this at all, If this should become law it would put a lot of good hard working people out of work.
It would cause a trickle down effect on the ranchers, coal mines and also the raveneu’s for the
State of Wyoming,

It is our hope that you will take a long hard look at this petition and understond that there
is a better way to take care of this problem,

Thank- You for your time in this matter,

Deborah Blake
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14:16 GREGS WELDING + 13877776134
GREG’S WELDING, INC.
PO BOX 3104
GILLETTE, WY 82717
307-686-6624
Fax 307-682-6363 F E EA E E
JAN 78 20w
January 26, 2007 Terri A. Lerenzon, Director

Environmental Quality Coungt

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Qualify Council
122°%. 25" 5t

Herschler Bldg. Room 1714

Chevanne, WY 82002

Diear Mr, Gordon:

As you are aware the PRBRC has proposed a petition to change Wyoming water quality
rules to the EQC. The ncgative outcome if this proposal weie to be accepted wuould have
far reaching effects that would last for many years o come.

I April of 2004, Governor Feudenthal visited osur business, and we discussed the energy
pusiness and the oppormunities in developing new innovations in the energy field. Greg's
Welding, Inc. derives 75% of our income from coalbed methane, with 40 empluyves
depending on the continuing development of coalbed methane for their liveliboods,

We cannot afford to have the reduction or elinmnation of coalbed produced water. Our
company along with all of the methane based industry would experience the loss of
income and the reduction of cur work force. i lurn Wie loss of income and reducton of
the work forge in the methane industry would effect our whole community,

Please consider other options to the problems of coalhed methane produced water,
Thank you for your consideration.

Greg Dougherty

i
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January 78, 2007 oAa
Wyoniuy Environmental Quality Couneil CEEE e

122 W. 25" st Terri A Loranzon, Direcior
Herschier Bldg., Rm. 1714 crvironments! Quality Counel
Cheyenng, WY 82002

Fax- 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council et al-
Revised Version — WQD Chapter 2.

Mr. Gordong

My name is Rick Boyee. [ was born and raised in Wyoming as were my parents and
grandparents. I have lived in Gillette for the past 16 years. I am corrently working as a
service supervisor for Congolidated Oil Well Scrvices LLC in Gillette. ] am writing to
you today to voice my opinion against the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking- Powder River
Basin Resource Council et al ~ WQD chapter 2. If this rule passes, my wife, two month
old son, and I will be without a steady stable soures of income and 1 will be foreed to take
a lesser paying job or move to anocther area away from family and friends- both of which
will definitcly have a negative impact my Launily’s way of life. I like my job and the
money I make by doing good, honest, hard work bere in the town of Gillette where 1
graduated high school and want to continue living.

This proposed rulc has the potential to severely [imit the production of coal bed methane
or halt it compietely. You are alicwdy aware that to exeact the gas from the ground,
water must be removed, This water is used and appreciated by the majority of ranchers
and landowners, It is clean enough to be used for intigation and for livestock and wildlife
watering. This 1akes the “nead for water” bupden off our ranchers that was present before
CBM development in owr very dry climate. This discharge water, when put into streams
and other watersheds, has allowed riverbeds that have been dry for years to once again
flow with water, Water is the basis of all life, so the assumption of more water move life
is casily drawn. More water to drink, more grasses o eat and a general increase in all
flora and fanna native to our area as well as s number of migrmatory birds.

1 understand that the DEQ has looked at the petition and has concluded that as it is
written will prohibit most if not all CBM produced water discharges by holding it to
extreme standards that none of the other traditional water discharges are held to. This
prejudice against CBM water leads me to believe that there is another agenda against the
CBM industry and this water proposition is the easiest veiled way to bring our industry as
we know it in the Powder River Basin to an abrupt end. "I'his end to our booming
industry would have extensive catastrophic impacts at the city, county. and state levels.
The impact to our economy would be devastating,

I am still frying to comprehend how is it possible to hold water discharges to a higher
level than we deem appropriate and safe for human consumption. The majority of



surface water is detrimental to humags if consumed, but wildlifc and lvestock can drivk
from them exclusively with po negative effects. Grasses and trees grow and thrive from
this surface water which in many cases has many more and more highly concentrated
constitnenis than this CBM discharge water.

I o understand that some ranchers and landowners do have a problem with this discharge
water. We need to do some festing to see if CBM discharge water is the cause of these
complaints. If this water is negatively affecting their livelihood there are ways of solving
these problems of the few withont harming the majority with an umbrella rule. T suspect
that these ranchers who are complaining are using the CBM industry as a scapegoat for
problems they have incurred which ate ool at all related to our industry.

There is no precedence for this kind of rule. If CBM discharged water is held to a much
higher standard than any other waters, the rule will not stand up. Tt will canse irreparable
damage to our industry and waste the valuable fime and money of our state commitiees
and commissions before being inevitalily repealed for being arbitnmry and capricious.

This industry has created many jobs and boosted our economy significantly in all levels.
Thie rule would devastate our industry. We should not hold one source of discharpe
water to different and higher standards than other traditional sources. The complaints of
the few should not negatively affect the majority who use this water and find it very
beneficial. This type of an umbrella rule will hurt many more than it may help. More
research should be done on Wyoming soils before deciding what is best for all.

Thanok you for your time and consideration

Rick Boyee
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Mr. Mark Gordon Cheirman
Wyoming Enviremmental Quality Council

i

122w, 25% s AN 9B
Herschier Bldg Room 1714 JAN 28
’} l’ e - 5 5
;:::y ?Z;fg;fgi;??; ferr A, Lorenzon, Direclor
' Environmental Quality Councl

Wiy srarme i Josh Pedersen , Uit a 26 yeur residers of Gillete Wyoming, and work for Consolidated O
welt LLC, The rulemaking will in 1ot so many words end alf activity in the CBM. I porsonally appose
this the change of the of the water rullhg, The change in e rule will end many jobs ¥ the Powder Rover
Basin,

1 upderstand that some indivauls have a probiem with the water quality but also have helped
many landowners with caring for thelr live stock. This change is ot 8 fix 1o the problom, and svery body
wit! be afected m one way or anothen.

We as people nged to also look at the srmount of money that the CBM brings Into Wyoming. W
can not rely on just one source of income ke the coalmines or the oif companies to provide. The people
want too many ting for our community for one or two industry’s % pay for.

Why would you want to change the water rule if it 1 siready stricter than any other, If we can®t
discharge the water the reservolrs will dry up then cattle and the wildlife will suffer becavse of the dry
conditions in the state, If you look around look at the nambers in game animals also in the populations of
migratory birds. The water is helping them if thoy wore harmed by this then maybe we should do sometiing
bl its not.

Iny closing T thank vou for the opportimity to be heard and think i the change is made we all wil]
be impacted hugely as a whole

Sincerely, e

Josh Pedersen



i,

January 26, 2067

Mr. Mark Gordon

Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W, 25" 8t

Herschler Bldg. Rm. 1714

Chevenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rule making — Powder Basin Resource Council et al-Revised
Vergion - WQD Chapter 2

Mr. Gordon:

My name is Evelyn Hein and I’'m employed by Consolidated Oilwell Services in
Gillette WY, T have lived in Wyoming for the last 28 years and in Gillette for the last 9
years. And been working in the methane ficld for the last 7 (seven) years.

1 do oppose to the rulemaking of the water that eliminates or reduces the
discharge of the coal bed methane water, It is beneficial to the livestock, wildlife and to
the ranchers. By changing the rule of BQC it would not be protecting the existing wale
usage by the ranchers. And, if they do change the ruling there will not be water for the
ranchers, livestock and the wildlife. T do understand that there is problems with
mdividualg do exist, it hy changing the water quality nile is not the answer to the
problems. We can seck other options to resolve the individuals concern. However, I am
sure there Lay 1o B snutber way 10 resulve s issue besides climinating or reducing the
waker.

With my job I do get to go on the ranchers land and the federal land and see what
is going on out in the field. And in my opinion it is not burtiog the land or the wildlife.
When I go back into the same area 6 months 0 & year later and can not even el that we

were out there previously.
Sincerely /

‘éveiyn‘f{em )

Thank you for your time and consideration of this letter.
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¥r. Mark Gordon ? E Ez E
f:i'iﬂi{maﬁ % g L Y]
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council JAN 28 2007
122 W, 25® Strest

Terrt A. Lorenzon, Dieclor

Herschler bldg, Rm. 1714 Environmental Quality Coundl

Cheyenne, Wy, 82002

RE: Citizen Petitivu for Rulemnaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council et al-Revised
Version- WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

After attending an informational meeting sponsored by Vates Petroleam on January 26,
2007, 1 felt it necessary to writc this lottor, 1 am Bill Kemn, sales manager and Vice
President of Contractors Supply, [uc. in Gillelte, Wy. The sconumical and financial
ramifications would be devastating if the petition mentioned would pass. As you know
CBM mdustry not only attects Gillette and Campbell County it affects industries nation
wide. If the supply chain would come t0 2 halt the ripple affect would go coast fo coast.

1 helieve this petition is a drastic fix to problems that no longer exist. 'We all know that
the CBM industry had to travel a long learning curve, and there were some early
producors that had somce issucs. We also know as the learndng curve has been traveled
most of the issues that caused (he extreme problems bave been eliminated. Since the
producers and the regulatory boards have been working together, most of the
environmental and safety issues have been addressed. I also believe that your agency in
particular has done a better than average job providing regulations that allow both the
producer and landowners to work together. The petition that is being filed would set
standards that would eliminate the need for anyone to work together in the CBM
industry.

At Contractors Supply, Inc,, we service a very broad customer base. Ranchers have
become 2 key component fo our sales. Most of what we do with the rancher iz to provide
plastic pipe and fittings for stock water. We have been instrumental in helping to design
and 1o develope water systems that work for ranchers. As you are aware, there are
hundreds of stock tanks that are heing cupphed with ORM water. If thig petifion wopld
pass and shut down the industry, it would shut off the water to the hundreds of tanks that
ranchers are relying on. Would not that be just as unfair to the ranchers relying on the
water as what the petitiopers are worried about?

Other key customers to Contractors Supply are cities, counties, and developers. There
are several projects going on in the area that are based on the continuation of the CBM
industry. Campbell County Fire Department, Camplex Multi Bvent Center, the Town of
Wright water main project, are just a few of the major projects that would suffer greatly
that many entities are relying on.
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Mr. Gordop as you review the petition T hope that you realize the negative affects that the
petition would have. T helieve that your council can continue fo work with the producers
to keep the CBM industry growing in a positive way for both the landowner and the
producer, Thank you for aking the time to read this letter. If we can ever offer solutions
for some of the problems please take time to contact us at Contractors Supply, Inc.

Sincerely.
S i

Bill Kem
Vice President Conleestors Supply, Ing.

cc: Tim Barber, Yates Petroleum

QHAJW% } é??t/a?&/%m%ff NE

P



L

Mz, Mark Gordon, Chairman
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council

My name i3 Gary Johnson. I was born in New Castle. Wyoming, and my Ffamily
moved to Gillette when I was 4. 1 have lived in Gillette for abmost 32 years. Lhave a
family of my own now, a wife and 2 sovs. Gillstte is our home, and we have no desire to
leave.

I work at Consolidated Uil well Services. We are a service company cementing
coal bed methane wells in the Powder River Basin, | wanted to tell you that T am opposed
to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resowrce Council ot al —~
WQD chapter 2,

T understand that the DEQ has looked at the petition and that as it is written it will
have the effect of prohibiting most, if not all coal bed methane produced water
discharges. This would bave a tremendous impact on me and my family. FCBM
operators don’t have the ability to drill new wells, then there is no need for cementers. If
there is no need for cementers, then I don’t have a job. This would then force moto lock
for work elsewhere, moving my family, leaving my friends and relatives, and surely leave
us in a financial bind. The State too would suffer financially I am sure. T have no idea
how much iy revenue is collected from Camphell County due to CBM penduction, ot it
must be substantial,

Tt appuacs w0 me as wall that this rade is aofaiddy targetiog voal Ded methune
discharge. As [ understand it, it wouldn't affect oil or deep gas discharges. And what
about coal mines? The very same water, from absolutely the same source is brought to
the surface every day. I would certainly oppose setting standards for water discharge for
coal bed produced waters that are more restrictive than for other discharges.

1 can see everyday that T go to the Beld (o do a job, some ol the benclits of water
discharge from CBM as well. There are reserve ponds everywhere. Cattle, sheep, horses,
deer, antelope, even water fowl use these ponds every day for water. [ would guess that
the Canada goose population in Gillette has at least tripled in the last 5 years, probably as
a direct result from the increased water availability. As a water fowl huater in Wyoming,
I view this as positive, More water in this part of the country is & good thing.

{ understand that problems with some individuals may exist, but T would hope that
other options may be pursued to find resolutions to these conflicts. Thank you for the
opportanity 10 comment. You may contact me at 307-660-3270 if you have any

questions.

Sincerely, v 5
g k- b= oy &
X & el & 4 Az is 33
Gary Johnson JAN
Terd A Loren;
o)
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# # B & B Roustabout Service, Inc
PO Box 2227 57 T

Gillctte, WY 82717 FILED
307-682-4066

Jamuary 26, 2007 Jer A, Lorenzon, Director
cnvironmental Quaily Cound

Mr, Mark Gordon, Chairman
Wyoming Environmentsl Quality Council,

Re: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking
To all concermned and appointed parties,

My name is Robert Lawson, my family and I have B & B Roustabout Service, Inc, a
service company in the Powder River Basin. I personally have boen in this business for
37 years. We employ 35 employees with a 1.2 million dollar payrell. This industry
supports our households as well as numerous exoployees and their families. The CBM
development is an essential element in our lives and we have grown along side of this
resource development.

We have worked in CBM since the start in the 19807s, have witnessed many
improvements by the industry as a whole; as well as understanding it as a community,
With the 50 vears I personally have in oil and gas industry there have hean new concepts,
better knowledge in areas such as policy, and showing the conscience that is shown in
care for our enviromment, as everyons in Wyoming is sffected by the minera] indusirics,

We are in support of environmental quality, but by changing the rule the EQC would not
be protecting existing use of CBM water by ranchers, livestack and wildlife fhat ranchers
will suffer damage if the rule is passed. We are neighbors with John D. Caster, Chuck
Rowrke and several others, Their livestoek bave lnproved in overall health and grazing
and water access has been the major contribution to overall improvements. This water
being water discharged from CBM production.

The overall effect of any change in the manner purposed would be felt in sconomic ways
to our fine stale, o taxes, schularships for vur youny students, companies would be
forced fo reduce thelr number of ewployees, livestock and agricultural growth would be
set back in ways felt by all. We do understand that problems with some people might
exist, but changing water quality miles will not fix or ereate a solution to the issues they
may have in their areas of Wyoming. As citizens we all would like to see that all avenues
of problem solving be addressed before any drastic changes take place in the water
quality rules.

?}‘m%@r& W, Lawson %@}Lm’:& LD, fe%m
| oy D Mntosh_
b\% SH 'W‘s“?ﬁ%mh
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Wyoming gnviranmemai Quality Council JAN 26 7007
122 W. 25" 8t _Tertt A, Lorenzon, Direclor
Herschler Bldg,, Room 1714 Environmenial Qualily Coundll

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — WQD Chapter 2 - PRBRC

Dear Mr. Gunldon am} those concerned for Wyoming’s economy,

My name is Robin Popp. I have been with Marathon Oil Corporation for the past six
years. I am proud work with a company who cares about our safety, environment, and
welfare of their smployees.

I would like to take this opportunity to voice my concern of what will happen to our
Ranchers, State, Counties, Cities, and Families of Wyoming if WQD Chapter 2 revision
is to pass in its current language.

If this ruling passes, it will bring Coalbed Meathane (CBM) to a halt and the ramifications
of that will he devastating. The ruling will make it impossible for producers fo make g
profit considering the cost of altemative water disposal. We all are all in business to make
a profit, It would shut down many businesses contracted by the CBM industry.

The majority of the Ranchers rely heavily on the water that is from CBM operations for
their cattle and irrigation for their feed. In the current drought wo are in, they would have
to resort to purchasing feed at much higher prices. The weight of their cattle will lower
which could put some Ranchers out of business,

The effect to the State and Counties would be dramatic due to loss in royalties and taxes.
The people who work in the CBM industry will be displaced and unable (o fnd geinful
employment in State, resulting in higher rates of unemployment or loss of population
{another bust),

The City of Gillette, Sheridan, Buffalo, and surrounding towns will see economic ruin.
Unable to find jobs, most of those displaced by this ruling will have to file bankruptoy.
Housing is at an all time high now, but if CBM goes away, it will plummet as well as the
tax revenue. Companies will move out to fuel friendlier States, Consider all the new
housing, who will purchase these home? Banks will be extended,
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This ruling will devastate families that work hard and contribute to our community, Many
will move, depending on the timing and will not be able to sel} their home, if they do, it
would be at a loss. Many will have to resort to bankruptey, The higher wages for people
in the Non-CBM Industry, created primarily by the CBM Industry, will drop drastically
up to half their wages, Many businesses would revert to the minimum wage due to the
lack of patronage.

1 just do not understand how a privileged few is able to bring this petition up for a ruling.
The only ramification to the Petitioners would be lack of water. As I understand it, it is
not what is in the water that causes damages. The damage comes from the sodium in the
soil. Large amounts of rain and snow would have the same result on the land.

Another issue I do not understand is why this restriction on water disposal is just for
CBM and not others who produce and dispose water such as the coalmines and
conventional oil, I see this as a way to drive out the CBM industry. We need ta he less
dependent on foreign oil. President Bush wants us to look for alternative and Methane is
Jjust that and is cleaner fuel source.

In closing, I want to thank you for your time and I hope you will serfously consider the
ramifications of this petition and rule against it for the sake of Wyoming and its citizens.

Sincerely,

2*{» ; <)

Robin Popp

Supply Chain Assistan
Marathon Qi Corporation
3601 Southern Dr
Gillette, WY 82718
307-685-5113

e

Senator Enzi

Governor Preadenthal
Governor’s Coalbed Task Force
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122 W. 25" 8t
Herschler Bldg, Rm. 1714 JAN 38 oy

Cheyenne, Wy 82002 o Terd A, Lorenzon, Director
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My name is Mitchell Hein, ] have lived in Gillette for 33 years, so over the years [ have
seen Gilleite go through many changes not valy in industrial but in the way of life . In
Gillette not only for the children but for all people, in the great city of Gillette . T have
had many johs in Gilletie but 1 have never seen a industry bave such an positive
impacted on a town as CBM. As vou all know Gilletie has been in a drought for many
year $0 the reservoirs and the water being discharged to the river has helped us through
this bad time it not only help the wildlife in the county but the 100s of ranches that you
have pot hear from, over my many year in Gilletie ¥ have never seen the wildlife look so
healthy I think it is the sole reason of having a abundance of water and vegetation , but
for the cattle a5 well. So in my opinion I cannot gee how someone would want fo shut it
down this would be catastrophic to Campbell county and for the surrounding county, the
impacted would be devastating 1000s of people would be out of a job I don’t see how
someone could eonsider putting that my people out of work because it inconvience a few
people that have made a lot of money from CBM.

Holding the water to high standers then are drinking water, drinking water that we put on
the ground every day don’t make any since to me the CBM though out the year bave
miade every effort to do the right things not only for the people but for the wildlife when a
problem comes up we make gvery effort to fix the problem. So in close [ thank you for
yout time in bave the opportunity to voicing my concerns to you

Thanks
Mitchel] Hem

A A
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Mr, Gordon, et A, Lorenzon, Directr
: » ‘e snroamental Quality Coynes
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking- TR

Powder River Basin Resource Council et al-WQD chapter 2.

My name is Frank Vogel and my wife and children’s names are Michelle, Brady, and
Quiney Vogel. My wife and [ are Wyoming natives of Fremoni and Swestwater
Courtics,

I am the Regional Manager for Consclidated Ol Well Services, with operations in
(Hillette and Worland, ['have fifieen emplovees in the state. Of these fifteen employees,
twelve of them are also Wyoming natives. We have an average salary per employee of
sixty thousand dollars and our annual in state expenses are two million three hundred
thousand dollars, on average per year, over the last seven years. In simple terms, our
small operation geperates three million two hundred seven thousand dollars for the state
sconnmy annually,

[ uppose the Citizen Potition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council et al-
WQD chapter 2 for the following Reasons.

13} Tdo not agree with seiting standards for water discharge for combed produced
waters that are more restrictive than for other discharges. While I do understand
the need to protect our waterways, I do not agree that we are doing any harm hy
discharging water into them that is cleaner than my own houschold drinking
water. This combed water 15 fresh water, drinking water for man and wildlife no
matter how you look at it. It is my understanding of the petition as it is written
that it will have the effect of prohibiting most, if not all CBM produced water
discluays.

2} Toppose rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability for coal bed produced
water to be discharged and thus beneficially used. Populations of wildlife have
thrived on these water sources. ALL ranchers have benefited from these water
sources as drinking water for their cattle, particularly in the last several drought
years. Other ranchers ouiside the PRB are seeking relief for losses incwrred due to
the lack of water. Waterfow! populations have increased ten fold in the PRB
according to research from Ducks Unlimited and Delta Waterfowl.

3) Tdo not agree with the petition from the standpoint that the CBM industry is
making every reasonable to “do the right thing.” Everyone in the industry relies
on making good un its promise to be conscicnes of the environment. Today’s
production companies dedicate large sums of money to their environmental
departments. Extraordinary efforts are being made t0 continue responsible ‘
stewardship of the lands. Yes, the efforts being put forth are for monetary gain,
but the people of Wyoming are gaining wealth right along with industry. This
petition proposes to discount tie wealth of thousands of Wyommg folks fmd
industry personnel for the benefit of the minority. The petitoners got thetr money



out of the industry and now want us out. This isn't aboul fresh water as much as it
12 about sour grapes.

in closing, I would like to thank you again for your time, and urge The Environmental
Cuality Council o consider the afore mentioned points that are impurtant to my family
and L

T

/?;a/nk Vogel

Region Manager, Consolidared Oil Well Services
Fourth (Generation Wyoming Native
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N cADD, 1vc.

Computer Aided Drafting and Design
4204 Longhorn Ave.
Gillette, Wyoming 82718

Phone (307) 6873160 . .
FILED

Mr, Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Cogueil AN 9§ 207

122 W. 257 8t,

Herschler Bldg,. Room 1714 Teri A. Lorenzon, Director
Cheyenng, WY 82002 Environmental Quality Counc

My name is Lon Mitchell, [ am a company owner in the CBM industry doing Computer Aided Drafling
& Design specifically piping design for compressor station hookup. My services are required by Yates
Petroleum and Rowdy Pipeline, [am a small company but | contribute lot to the state and the ity of
Ciillette. | am the only emplayes for Teton CADD, Inc. right now but through this business | have
developed another business, 1¥'s Your Image Studio a photography studio that emplovees 3 people and is
g service to the community. Tt s financed hy Teton CADD. Ing.,

1 oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powrder River Basin Resource Councit et al - WQD
Chapter 2. 1 oppose the rulemaking that reduces or eliminatas the ahility for coal hed produced water to
be discharges and thus beneficially used,

I have seen ranchers and livestock benefit from the use of these watars, they are growing bigger and
betier crups then over before, Wyoming has been going through e drought in this ares, but you wouldn’t
know it by louking at the orops they have boon ablo to produce from the water they now have. The very
same ranchers that wre now saying they are against the CBM water rely on this water for irrigation and
wetering livesiock. Their pruperly has been upgraded with rescrvoirs, acsess roads and irrigation
systems. Wikilife has furished in those areas thanks to the added amount of water lvestock is healthior
bring higher avction sales 1o the area.

If this rule Is allowed to pass not only will the TBM workers hurt but muny busiess witl il My
photography studic “I{"s Your {mage Studic” will have 10 ¢lose its doors beecause “Teton CADD, Ine”
will have to move somewhere else. Many other business will suffer for the lack of psopie having 1o
move elgewhere for employment. The real estate sales will fll. Tnstead of having a housing shornage in
the Gillstte area there will be many homes put on the market at reduced rates and even foreclosures and
bankruptcies will follow, The money the state of Wyoming receives from the Gas will quit,

The state will have to implement a State Tax to survive because with this rule it will KILL the gas
industry in the State. Buy changing the rule the EQC would not be protecting existing use CBM water by
ranchers, livestock and wildlife and that ranchers will SUFFER greater damage if the rule is passed, The
nle AN NOT stand up by the stricter standards on discharge water imposed on UBM water, May |
remingd you the FOC that the Attorney General's office has repeatedly cautioned against this petition and
tha rule it proposes, and that FOC would be wise to heed their attorney’s advice. This rule will be strusk
down ag arbitrary and sapricions.

Plense don’t kill my businesses bacause of some ignorant attorney promising artifleial benefits to 2 few
ranchers thet alresady kas move money the GOD and could careless ane way or the ather.
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Thanks for aking a minute of your time to listen to a plea from a small buginess owner who would love
to siay in the Gilletts ares and wateh my children mnd grandchilion grow up here and contribute 1o the
soonomy in their Heeg. ‘

Ton Mitchall

Taten CADD, Inc,
4204 Longhom Ave.
Gillette, WY 82718
Phono 307-687-3100

It's Your Inage Studio
SO0 Carpel Dir. St H
Gillette, WY 82716
Phone 307-682-8700

{21l Phone 307.660-3784
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman E’é g
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council & A

P
122 W, 25" Street
Herschlor Bldg, Room 1714 JAN 78 2007
Cheyenne, WY 82002 f
_Tem A Lorenzon, Director
67 covironmental Qually Counnl

RE: Senate File 53 - Please Voig No

Hello,

It is alarming that there is a growing movement within the Legislative Body, which will, or could
cifectively shut down the development of the State’s Coal Bed Methane development. ‘the
water produced by the CBM industry is not the great threat, which the anti environmental
movernent is frying to purliay. It is a benoficial and useful by-product in the business ventures of
the many CBM companies here in the stule of Wyoming.

This water is put to good use as stock and wildlife water, fishing ponds, and irrigation needs,
The technnlogy s put there to treat the soils where land application of TBM waler has been
applied. The protein content of the hay and the vield has increased resulting in more reveuue for
the landowner and tax revenns for the State, Wildlife has adapied and thrived 1 and around the
arvas where watcr and feed has been: made available to them, The sage grouse is not threatened
by CBM. Itis clear when thore is no water, birds will move to where there is water and feed.
The increased number of proy birds also affoets tho level of game binds. The anti movement will
use any scare tactic to end an opportunity for the common individual to have and keep a good
paving job resulting in the abilify to raise a family.

The rules have been in a state of constant change resulfipg in never being able ww plan with
certainty the method of bandling the CBM water. What is legal today may be a violation ofa
rule tomorrow passed by an individual who does not understand the science or the techoology
behind the water handling. It is not economicsl, to treat the CBM water to the levels, which is in
the bill before the Leglslation. The water does not harm the wildlife, streams or landscape, like
that which the anti environmentulist portray.

Why would the State Legislation want to kill a gift horse and ruin the opportunity for individuals
1 raise their families and educate their kids in the Ureat State of Wyoming? CBM development
has created jobs and taxes revenue, which in turn has built schools, roads, housing, servive
industries and job opportunities in and around the CBM play.

As 2 side nuie, look at the drematic decling in the numbers of the Yallowstone Elk Herd, Thisis
a direct result in the reintruduction of the wolf into the Yellowstons area. People who do not
understand, or care about, the scienve aad impacts of their sctions or the end results pushed this
upon the State of Wyoming.

T .ats not repeat bad Legislation which cost the State of Wyoming, the upportunity to have and

maintain sound husinesses which in turn provide jobs and tax revenue for schools, rouds, housing
and other services to the residences of the state,

Thanks for your consideration, / (/ 7

Larry W. Bridger s ‘

Sheridan Wyoming /M}\/ v Z, O/
o
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To Whom it may concern:

My name is Tracy Kirk and T am writing you today to express my feelings on issues with the
COAL BED METHANE. If T am understanding correctly there are some new standards being
thrown at the CBM Industry regarding water discharpe that could cause the Industry to shut
down all methane production. I hope the people that support this new standard or ruling fully
understand the catastrophic events that will soon follow.

I will paint you 2 picture of what some of these events could be, from my stand point:

CBM company’s will shut down the fields and move on to greener pasture leaving the
pastures and meadows being Irrigated here dry from lack of water. Those ranchers that have
became wealthier since working with the CBM now want to cut ties with it and leave the rest of
us to wither up,

Gillette and other area communities will greatly suffer. Al thds building more homes,
apartments, and new business will be for nothing. Who is going fo live
in or occupy these structures?. Better question. Who will be able to pay
for these struviures with out jobs that were supported by the methace
prodaction. What business will have to close do to not enough people
spending money they no longer can make. Can you visualize (illette,
Wright, Moorcroft, Newcastle ete as a ghost town.

What about the money from mineral royalty that all of us want fo
spend on bettering our community. Do you believe those funds will be affected? No event conter,
no new schools, no rec center, and no additional funds for anything

Non- Profit organizations will suffer. So once again the less fortunate will be more less
fornunate.

Out of State people will suffer also, No new jobs, no revenue from serving the CBM
community etc,

Most people I know will be affected hy loxing their job then their car, then their home, then
everything else, When they have nothing else they won’t even be able o stay in a shelier as they
the non profit will be affected 1o,

N

Thank you for your time
Concerned CBM supporter

Tracy R, Kitk

44 Edison Ave
Gillette, WY 82716
A07-687-61685
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FILED

Via Facsimile (307-777-6134) and Regular Mail -

Myr. Mark Gordon

Chairman Teri A, Lorenzon, Direclor
Wyoming bnwmmnenta} Quality Couneil Erwironmentg! Quality Counct
122w, 25% st

Herschler Bldg,, Rm, 1714
Cheyenns, WY 82002

RE: Opposing the Petition for Rulemaking ~ PRBRC et al - WQD Chapter 2
Dear Mr. Gordon:

My name is Crystal | Walker of Gillette, Wyoming. I work for Yates Petrolenrs
Corporation as a Land Technician/Mapper. [ oppose rulemaking that reduces or
eliminates the ahility far coalbed produced water to be discharged and thus beneficially
used. Iwas born and raised in Gillette, WY. I moved away for 10 years after graduating
from high school W attend college and started my career, | moved back to Gillette in
2000 with my husband and child to begin working in the CBM industry. My husband
also works in the CBM industry servicing CBM wells. We are doing very well in Gillette
and love the commmumity and schools, If this rule is passed, it will be detrimental to me
and my family. Not enly will it destroy our sole source of income, it will destroy the
comununity! This town has boomed due 10 the CBM activities and has benefited
tremendously from if. The tax revenue that has been generated from the CBM industry
has enabled the town of Gilletle to improve and develop wonderfully! Ifthis rule is
passed Pm afraid that my family and T will have to move from the wonderful state of
Wyoming to make a Hving elsc where.

Please consider when making your decision that I understand that problems with some
individuals nuight exist, however changing water qualify rules s not a fix for those
solutions. There are many options available for conflict resolutions that arc not being
pursued by the petitioners. Remember also, that the Attomey General's office has
repeatedly cautioned against this petition and the rule it proposed, and the BQC would be
wige to heed their attorney’s advice.

Please take my concerns fo hesrt when making your decision. Mine and my family’s
iivelihood depends on it!

¢ you very much for vour fime.

NIRRT N

Crysta& Walker

a1



Mr. Mark Gordon, chadrmsn
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council

122 w.25% §t, B2
Herschler Bldg., Room 1714 Terri A. Lorenzon, Direclor
Cheyenne, WY 82002 Epvironmental Quality Councl

Fax 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al
— revised Version — WQD Chapter 2

» Dear Mr, Gordons

My name 15 Richard Franco, and | am sixiy years of age and semi retired. ] bave
lived in the west for most of my life. My carcer has been in Law Enforcement and
since then I have been omployed with Consolidated Oil Well Sorviees LLC. Here
in Gillette Wyoming.

I myself am “Pollution Conscience”, and atier a few years of driving on the very
ranchland associated with this bill in the Gillette ares, I feel that this bill would
not be protecting existing use of CBM water by ranches, livestock and wildlife in
these areas, Also I fedl that the ranches will suffer damage if this rule is passed.

1 have also spoken to several ranches that I know personally, about the fact that
the CBM water is held to a stricter standard than other discharged water and that
the mile wonld not stand up.

Through the years I understand that problems exist with some individuals,
however changing water quality rules is not a fix for those solutions. I think the
law makers should look at the many options available for conflict resolutions that
are not being pursued by these petitioners,

In closing | would like to thank yon for the opportunity to comment and provide
contact information so they could reach you if they have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Richard France

ol s
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Todd Merchen

6410 Hudson Ave.

(Fllette, Wyoming 82718
Mz, Mark Gordon, Chairman ‘ : ? g H E
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council 4 5
122 W, 25% St i s o
Herschler Bldg, Room 1714 JAN 78 A
Cheyenne, W 82002 Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Mr. Gordon: Environmental Quality Councii

I live with my family in Gillette, Wyoming and am employed as a registered engineer
and registered geologist by Lowham Engineering LI.C. We design reservoirs and do
channel work for the CBM industry. I was mised in Lusk and graduated from Niobrara
County High School. 1 left Wyoming to go to college and to work. In 1995, I moved my
family to Gillette. My daughters are 12 and 4. Amy goes to Conestoga Grade School
and Anna goes to Twin Spruce Jr. High. They am involved ir'band; gymnastics, and
church youth activities. This is their home, they wouldn’t want to live anywhere else.
They are the true resource of Wyoming.

1 am very concerned about the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin

industry as 2 whole as well as penalizing ranchers and landowners that have benefited
from CBM development. The individuals on the petition may have some reason to
complain, whoever, I have talked with ranchers whose operations have benefited from
CBM development, They bhave managed the CBM activity on their ranch as a resource
similar to their grass and livestock.

A rancher near Recluse has said that his cattle hold more weight through the cold months
because of the warm CBM water. The feed he provides his cattle keep weight on them
rather than being burmed up as heat calories. He has to feed less in the cold and bis cattle

- and calves do better. More weight on less feed means a3 higher quality Wyoming
produced product with more profit to the producer. This rancher also irrigates hay fields
with CBM water. Again, he doesn’t have to buy as much hay, a tremendous benefif with
the ongoing drought,

The above rule is too general. It does not benefit anyone, it only penalizes the majority
with out providing real protection to the environment.

Respectfully,
AT e D

Todd Merchen PE, PG
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Tert A, Lorsnzon, Director
Environreniat Quallty Counct

Japuary 26, 2007

My, Mark Gordon, Chatrmaan

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 'W.25" st

Herschier Bide., Room 1714

Chevenne, WY 82002

Dear Mr, Gordon:

[ have been emploved by Yates Petraleum Corporation for over 17 years and am
currently the Office Manager. | am writing to make sure that my comments are heard
regarding the proposed modification of Chapter 2 of the Wyoming Water Quality
Rules and Regulations. As I understand the petition, CBM discharges would essentially
be gliminated in the state. While | understand that some landowners have 2 history of
problems with CBM water discharge, the majority of landowners, including myself
actually use the water for their livestock, imigation, ete. and have no problems with the
UBM water. With current droughs conditions changing the oxisting rule would be
devastating to area ranchers, livestock and wildlife that currently use the UBM water,

Thank vou for faking the time to hear my comments and request that you follow the
advice of the Attorney General®s office and do pot allow this rule to take affect,

Sushn James
307-685-8405 {wk)
307-686-7271 (hm)
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4300 Berthe Avenue
Gilletts, WY 82718 ¥ T ¥ 3
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Janusary 28, 2007 é? iL g E
AN 78 2007
, L Tard A &.@z’e 1, Director

Mz. Mark Gordon, Chairman ) Snckonmetel O 4}2 f{;éi{;;g
Wyoming Brmranm ntal Quality Council -
122 W. 25% 8¢,

Herschlor Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Dear Mr, Gordon,

I am writing to you in regards to the Pelition lo Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule,
Chapter 2, Appendix H dated December 7, 2005.

My name is Jan Miller and 1 do indeed work for Marathon Oil Corporation. Tamalife
long resident of the state of Wyoming and have worked for both the coal mining and
coalbed methane industcics ol muny years,

The petition states that the water produced from the CBM wells is hazardous to families,
land and lvastock. This water hag been used and utilized by ranchers in the Powder
Bagin ares for years. I remember coming to Gillette from the big town of Buffalo in the
soventies and how bad the water was. In fact we 101d everyone not 10 drink the water, 1
feel that the water hag greatly improved in Gillette.

T understand that the pefition wants the quality of CBM water 1o be better than the
d:cinking water, In all practicality if is better. Many land owners are happy that the water
is bcing purnped to the surface as they ¢an water the land and their cattle. 'm not sure if

it is global warming, but we are facing a drought situation here in Wyoming, This water
is helping the residents and the environment,

11 admit that there are some companies that don’t care what they do as long as they
eceived a profit from #t. Luckily we live in the United States and we have citizens who
work for oil and gas companies that care what happens. These environmental people are
passionate about thelr work. They do everything they can to ensure that we are following
the tules and suggest new pules that work for Wyoming. I really beliove that if they were
concemned as 1o what coalbed methane was doing, they would quit working for the
methane companies and join forces with you to ges that the land we love is taken care of.

1 sincerely appreciate your letting me voice my opinions. There will always be some
people that you can’t please. This petition only lists a handful of local ranchers who are
not happy with what coalbed methane has done for them, There are handfuls of people



L

everywhere who do not like what government or technology is making them do. Butifit
was up to these individuals, we wouldn’t have automobiles, computers, growth in
‘Wyoming, a place to work for sur young people, etc. We really nead to look at what is
important for Wyoming and it should be heard from the residents of Wyoming, nota
small dissatisfied handfal,

Thank you again,

g

Jan Miller
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BLAKE DRILLING, INC,
P. 0. BOX 4038
GILLETTE, WYOMING 82716

Jenuary 26, 2007

M, Mark Gordon

Chalrman

Wyoming Bnvironumental Quatity Counell
122 W, 25% Sireet

Herschier Bldge,, Rm 1714

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

¥y, ordan;

My name iy Deborah Blake, My husband Mark and [ have a small drilling company here
in Camphell Connty.

It is our understanding tal (ke BQC i locking at a petition that will have a very big effect
if not prohibit most of if not all CBM produced water discharging ,

Thig is just not right this petifion only singles out one entity, Mark and I do not agree with
this at all, f'this should become law it would put 2 lot of good hard working people out of work.
1t would cause & wickle down effect on the ranchers, coal mines and alse the reveneu’s for the
State of Wyoming,

I 13 our hope thet you will take a long hard look at this petition and understund that there
i8 a better way to take care of this problem,

Thank- You for your time in this matter,

ﬁincereiys é y /ié

7 Deborsh Blake ’
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Jodi L, Burch AN 78 2007
PO Box 4443 o ‘

et Terri A. Lorenzon, Dirsclor
Gillette, WY 82717 Environmental Qually Councl

Dear Environmental Quality Coungil,

{ arm currently employed by Yates Petroleum Corporation as a Land Techniclan.

I would like to make sure that my opinion is included in the decision regarding the
proposed modification of Chapter 2 of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and
Regulations. Az a land technician, | am constantly working with landowners and
krow firsthand that the majority of landownars benefit from the CBM discharge
waler that this petition is trying to eliminate. On a more personal note, as a
single mother of three-year-old daughter, | rely on this job and the income that is
made for my livelihcod. If this petition passes, the CBM industry in Wyoming will
no longer exist, and as a result, | will be forced to find a job in an already tight job
market flooded with now unemployed ex-meathane workers, I'm sure you'll agree
that the income | currently make will not continue at the same lgvel if the CBM
industry no longer exists in this state. | know that you have heard all of the
arguments regarding this pefition, but | don't think you understand the impact this
could make in our state. [ would encourage you to listen to the advics given to
your organization by the Attorney General's office and stop this petition before
valuable pecople and resources are lost.

Thank you for yeur time,

e 7 Bt —

e
{ 8
Jodi, Burch

H
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NORTHLAND
POWER
SERVICE LLC

PO BOX 7171 - 1088 Robertson Circle - Gilletts, WY 82717-7171 — Tel: 307-685-0107 — Fax: 367-685-0104

January 23, 2007
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Mr. Mark Gordon

Chairman R R
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council

199 W, 755 ¢ Terd A, Lorenzon, Director
Herschler Bldg,, Rm 1714 Environmenial Qualitly Council
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax: 307.777.5973
RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council &f al
Dear Mr. Gordon,

1 have only receotly learned of the “Petition to Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2,
Appendix H” before the Environmental Quality Council. 1 was shocked on many regards. I know that you have a
vory difficult job of balancing the interests of the resource producers and the need to profesct the environment.
Since getting into the oil and gas industry i 2001, | have been frequently impressed by the envirommenta) care
shown by the oil and gas comununity, They are often the last persons who would want for the environment to be
harmed,

My concerns with the petition include:

1} As far as | know, “Beneficial Use” permits are not gasily obtained and are not provided without thorough
consideration

2}y I cap remember back to dry years such as 2001, when “Beneficial Use” water saved many crops in the
area.

33 ¥believe far more ranchers are purposefully not on the petition than those that are.

43 Tcan’t believe that such a small number of people can get such a detrimental petition into the regulatory
systera.

5} Coal bad methane water guality standards are already more strict than drinking water standards (certainly
in the case of barlum). Hardly a cause in strong need of further resirictions.

6} This new proposed rule would significantly negatively sffect the economics of the coal-bed methane
production in the Powder River Basin. The economics of this area are already marginal compared to
other production areas in N. America due to the high gas sales price differential for NE, WY, This could
easily cause operators to reallocate their resources to other areas of our country or continent,

7y The coonomic shock to the state of WY would be neediess and tremendous!

8) 1believe that this is precisely the goal of many of the environmeuntal activist groups. Their *concern’ for
the water quality is only a front for their goal of limiting nateral resource development wherever and
whenever they can apd to weaken the US as a country. To that end, amending the rule (¢ conform to their
request would only embolden them to use this tactic repeatedly throughout the US!

Specifically, I run a small oil and gas services business based in Gillette which my group purchased in
/06. When we purchased the business, over $9M was provided to the focal economy. 93% of cur business
is generated from the coal bed methane operators. We employed 8 persons one year ago and now employ 16.

We pride surselves in being a great employer and provide & full range of employee benefits such as 80% of

the employees’ health insurance premiums (including family). In addition, to the money provided to the local
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Northland Power Services, LLC

Bank Confirmation
Page 2

commuuity and the benefit of providing high quality jobs, we invested an additional $4M in additional
equipment purchases and paid an additiopal $1.5M in service costs in 2006.

All of these benefits to the local and state economy would go 1o zero without the sconomic vizbility of the
coal bed methane production.

Sincerely

Doug Baltzer
Morthland Power Services
Gillette, WY
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GROUNDWATER & SURFACE WATER NYDROLGEY * WATER RESQURCE MANAGEVMENT * ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITTING §& COMPLIGNDE

January 26, 2007 -
Mr. Mark Gordon :;%
Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Counell
122w, 25" st

Herschier Bidg., Rm, 1714 Terd A, Loverzon, Divack t
Cheyeanne, WY 82002 ; ; wiaihy Dounct

Desr Mr. Sordon:

Bince | joinsd CBM Associales, Ine on January 2005 22 2 software developer, mainiy | have supported
aur environmental ischniclans by maintaining databases end building efficient software. Frankly speaking.
oo not know how much # is gerious the environmerial problam in Wyoming due to $BM industry,
However, | know how much sur company friss 1o do our best fo save owr environment.

Da you know how much anzlysis data in our datgbase? Over 1.35 milion regords exist in our database,
We are keeping irask of all those data and monidloring overy poird of discharge. As one of membors who
manage ali the information, | am resily proud of what | arn doing now. fwe are living ntheworid of 2
decade ago, we may have 1o seripusly consider sontinuing CBM indusiry bosouse of technologies
limitation. However, it iz wenty first century, and all kKinds of echnelogy have developed significantly
somparsd to o doondo before. if you ook at how we mannge our srdronmisst tochaologioally, you would
give us more credit.

Since { have moved fo Laramie to pursus master of e Business i the University of Wyoming o9 June
2003, | was gmazed couple of times by the Mother Noture of Wyoming. Az o big fan of Wyoming new, |
really raspect the efforis of PRBRO and EQC o save our wondarful snvirenment. Only one problem of
the potition Is that it s going to the sxireme. Based on the approach, ving nebody in Wyoming wiil bo the
sast way o keep the state tlean, Possibly, making whole Wyoming National part iike Yellow Stone could
be ideal ervdrormantad sohution.

If it really happons, do rosidonts of Wyoming avoouats right now? You may think it is not going fo hoppon
because o many people live in Wyoming already. In the same manngr, thers are thousands of people
who work in the CBM indusiry already, and do you really think they have to quit their job right now? Some
of people in CBM industry may think of only monaey rather than our environment, Howaver, most of them
follow the regutation of WDEQ very thoroughly. If vou think the cutrent regulstion is not enocugh, we can
gradually make the regulation stricter,

Thank you for giving us opportumity 1o comment, and plesse feel free (o contect me anytime if you want

more inéarmaﬁf;k\'

Bincerely, L

=B Assbriate
Baorkoo Jung
Software Davalnpment Coordingtor
G20 E Sheridan &4
Laramie, WY 82070
Phone {(307) 742 4091
CBM ASSOCIATES, ING, SDBITIONAL UREICES!

. ‘ . ot
{rcial W, Lolt Strest 743 Modzan Goun, Suite 255 363§ South Fiower (;fsu
%?‘;?33? %i} gg‘??; g?x?!am‘ vw§25M Grang Junsion, GO 1808 wscewuuui ;‘J‘% 3’3227
3@’;:.556‘6664 307 5840282 4744208224 30R.973.
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January 28, 2007

Robbin Pulliam Terri A. Lorenzon,
300 W Lauwrel Environmental O
Gilletts, WY 82718

Dear Environmental Quality Council,

I am currently employed by Yates Petroleum Corporation as a Production
Technician. | am writing to inclide my decision regarding the proposed
modification of Chapter 2 of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and Regulations.
Born and raised in Gillette, | know from experience the positive impact that the
CBM industry has had on my community and the state. [wasabletogotoa
school that had a computer in every classroom, purchased in part with funds the
state has received as a rasull of the CBM industry. Now, as 2 single mother, this
industry and rny current job in particular has enabled me to be an independent
woman in Gilletie, nol relying on any help or support of the federal or state
govemment. As a resull of this inc%epenéenc& and my current career, | have
purchased a house. There aren't many single parents in this situation elsewhere
in the nation. But, the CBM industry has g%mvs’iéf’i good, wellpaving iobs that are
enabling single parents to live on their own without any help from state or federal
ald.  If this petition does go throdgh, you will not only be affecting the people
currently emploved in the CBM industry, you will also be affecting their families.
Think about the impact that will be made on these people’s lives. A single mom
will no longer be able to epend evenings with her children: she will instead have
to get an additional job in order to make ends mest, | would encourage you to
listen to the advice given to your organization by the Attorney General's office
and stop this petition before valuable people and resources are lost.

yeu for ysm \irme

m
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% CONQUEST ENERGYSERVICES, LLC
31085 East Znd Street

PO, Box 1581

Gillette, Wyoming 827171581
Phone {307} 685-4210

Fax (307) 6854211

Emall conguest @ven.com

12672007

Mr. Mark Gordon

Chalrmman

Wyoming ‘;Em fronmental Quality Couneil
122 W, 25% &t

Herschler Bldg., Rm. 1714

Chevenne, WY 82002

Dear Mr. Gordon,

My pame s Bob Hockert and I am writing in regards o the proposed rule change to WQD Chapter 2. lam 49
vears of age, resident of Campbell County, Wyoming {17 years} and landowner in Crook Cook County, Wyoming,
I &n an Bagle Scout, garned g degree fom the University of Colorade in Chemistry, am a recrestional scubs diver,
recreational pilot, married for 27 vears and raised two children in Wyoming. [ am a local business owner and have
provided Hivelihood w 2040 employess yearly since 1997, [ consider myself of solid constitution and sound
judgment.

] sttended 2 meeting concerning the proposed rule change and § am alarmed a2 the ability of small nterest Zroups
potentially mold business parameters affecting the business enviroament of my industry, The way [ undustand
this proposal, CBM discharge waters would be classified as 2 poliutant if the chemismy is different than the
recelving waters which would effective eliminate all CBM surface water discharge permits, Furthermore, it is not
propesed 1o chauge existing conventional oil and gas water discharge rules. 1 believe this Is 5 Bagrant attempt to
target the UBM industry with unreasonsble regulatory burden in an sitempt to shut-down operations,

in addition, the Barhun levels are currently 18060 PPB which is more stringent than drinking water standards of
2000 PPB. There is a proposal to further reduce (for CBM only) this level to 200 PPB making the standard five
tirpes more restrigtive than drinking water. This again seems 10 be g clear sirategy to target the CBM industry,

When cousidering these types of rule changes you roust weigh financial impacts o the communities verses the
potential beneflt to the environment. [ cannot beleve the welghing of the issues could in any way suppont G rale
changes, Approval of the rule change would only drive industry to more economical greas of the country and
reduce available water to this arid region. In my case T would be forced o move 4 drilling rigs and crews to New
Mexico. Last year we billed and paid taves on over 4.0 millien In revenues and supported 25 families in the
Giliette zrea,

[ hope clear and reasonable evaluations guide your decision.

Bob Hockert

Owiner and Operations Manager
Congquest Energy Services, LLC
Giliette, Wyoming
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Wyoming Envivonmental Quality Council
122 W, 25% 8.

Herschler Bldg,, Rm. 1714

Cheyenne, WY §2002

Gentlemen,

On behaif of myself as 2 Wilson Supply emplovee I would like to express my concerns
about the water discharge in the Powder River Basin from coal bed methane production.

Myself along with numerous others could see drastic changes in our employment , wages,
and livelihood if this discharge were to be shut down or gliered. Having lived in
Campbell County since the 1960°s | can tell vou the water being discharged today comes
from the same formation as our drinking water in the 1960, in fact most is batter than the
water we used for day to day use at that time.

The ranchers enjoying the benefit of this water should pray it never stops insicad of
fighting some discharge. In the Big Horn Basin ranchers are elated 1o have discharge
water Tor thelr use. Twenty vears of CBM discharge would barely 8ill a good Lake
Desmit and what rancher or farmer in his right mind would not like o have a body of
water like that to access, We probably ship more water than that out of the state on coal
trains headed east.

Thiz plan to shut water discharge down would affect numerous jobs, businesses, and
taxes in the state, i not devastate us altogether. CBM energy is a great addition to our
Wyoming econonyy and future. We should do everything in our power fo work with these
producers while watching our environment as these CBM producers have done.
Wyoming is the Equality State lets keep it that way.

Sincerely,
Richard Wilkerson

PS: I am available for questions or further discussion at 302-687-3171
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1007 Sanige Drive
Cillslte, WY 82748

Dear Environmental Guailty Council,

i am currertly empioved by Agave Energy Company (a Yates Pelrpisum

Company) as the SCADAMeszsuremeant Administralor, | am wiiting fo make sure

that my cormments are heard and included regarding the proposed modification

of Chapter 2 of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and Regulalions. Ast

underatand the petlition, CBM discharges would sssentia] be eliminated In the

state. Wih my irsted understand of CBM production, | do know thal waler

discharge s essential in the proguction of CBM gas. Without the production of

CBM gas in Wyoming, my employers would not continue 1o operale in Wyoming,

ared | would be left compsting for non-exisient jobs with most of the residents of

Gillstte. | think that this peltion s unnecessarily restrictive and shows an under

appreciation of the CBM Industry in this slate. Whils | understand that some

landowners have a history of problems with CBM water discharge, the maiarity of

landowners actually uss the waler for thelr livestock, to imigate, aic. and have no

problems with the CBM water, UBM waler is rigorously fesied and analyzed fo g
make swre that  mests very specific oritaria. | know that the state of Wyoming %
receivas & great deal of fingncing from the result of CBM gas and the produers

of that gas. My request is that vou follow the advice of the Attorney General's

ofice and do not allow ihis nde to take affect. Thank you for the opponunily to

have my comments heard,

Sincersly,
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Tanuary 26, 2007

Brenda Meece
P.O.Box 2560
Gillette, WY 82717

Dear Environmental Quality Council,

I have been employed at Yates Petroleum for over 5 years. My
salary has allowed me as a single mother to raise and support 2
children withoul state aid or child support payments that I do not
receive on a regular basis. [ would not he able to do this working at
a retail store or fast food restaurant even with Gillette’s above
average wages. I want to express my concern with the proposed
modification of Chapter 2 of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules
and Regulations. This would be detrimental to so many people,
businesses, our city and state! I do not understand why CBM
discharged water needs to meet a severely higher standard then the
water we drink. I do understand that out of all the happy
landowners we serve and work with every day that there are small
percentages that have issuss that need to be resolved. I am proud of
the CBM industry and my company and feel we could successfully
resolve these issues by talking and working together as we have in
the past. The CBM industry puts so much money back into the
state and 1s g positive force in our local economy. This petition
would destroy that. Please consider how devastating this would be
to our businesses and families and follow the advice of the
Attorney General’s office and do not allow this rule to take effect.

usdo ML

Brenda Meece
Accts Payable
307-660-9373

Sincerely
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January 26, 2007

Wyoming Environmental Quality Couneil
122. W. 25% 8t
Herschler Bullding, roomnr 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002 Terri A 5.{}
Z,*:f?if;?fgeg, Menty; e f“ o) ij;;n,,f o
Y Coun
Ci

Te Whom It May Concern:

I have lived and made my home in Gillette, Wyoming since 1967 (40 years). My
childron were raised here and graduated from Gillette. It has come to my atfention that
the EQC and the arca ranchers ars attempting to shut down the discharging of all cosl bed
methane water. The current law slates that drinkiog water should be 2,000 paxts per
ballion, currently the methane discharge water Is 1,800 parts per billion. This Is purer
water than we are drinking. Now the petition, as [ am understanding this, is stating that
the methane discharge water is to be at 200 parts per billion. Don’t vou think thisisa
little unreasonable?

Tf this petition goes through, my job and quality of life will be gone. [ have
worked for a company that manufactures buildings for the coal hed methane fields for
scven yoars, In this company alone all of sudden 30 people will be cut of ajob! So a
yuestion to the ranchers and the EQC. Who is going to feed their families and provide
thern with the pecessary itemy (o survive? To the ranchers who have petitioned the coal
bed methane, vou have made vour millions of dollars, so I guess to hell with the livtle
people of Gillette.

Therefore in conclusion, Gillette will be non-existing, and 1 as a citizen of Gillette
oppose svery aspect of this change. Thank yeu for letting me state my opinion and please
take fime 1o think over this letter.

Sincerelv

\4,2 xﬁagww f/ 1;/

Ronnie Sich

921 E 9" &1,
Gilletie, WY 83716
csich{@brosnan.net



Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman -
Wyoming Environrental Guality Couneil
122 W. 25" Street

Herschler Building, Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

By Fax and Hard Copy

My name is Cassidy Westbrook. [ was born in Laramie, Wyoming in 1977, [ lived
v e Miller Ranch outside of Laramic and then moved to the 91 ranch, a 36000 acre
ranch, outside of Meetoetse, Wyoming, where my father managed the ranch. T know first
hend what it is like to need water in the ranching industry, I watched my father struggle
o keep water open during the winters for his eattle. T see the fields and stock tanks
currently filled with CBM water and the livestock and wildlife that drink it. [ imagine the
benefit my father would luve seen from CBM, The flow and temperature of CBM water
keeps it from freezing in the winter, and landowners have a new ability to get water to
remote locations, reservoirs and stock tanks due to the ability of CBM operators to
discharge water

I was raised and continue to live in the state of Wyoming. I currently live in
Gillette with my wife Shannu apd two children, Payton, age 5, and [Jadley, age 1. L have
lived and worked in Gillette for nearly four vears. I am very grateful for the opportunities
that the Coal Bed Methane Industry has brought to my family. I have been lucky enough
to ke able to have a job that has allnwed my family to buy 2 home and have a high quality
of living. [ work in the industry in regulatory compliance and I deal first hand with the
waters that are produced by CBM fields and the regulatory comphiance that we as an
indusiry are currently required to meet.

T also know there is a need to regulate the industry, and to discharge water in an
intelligent and moral manner. I feel that there are ragniations that require industry to do
this already and | bave seen these discharges in action, I have also talked with happy and
sometmes grateful landowners with these discharges, [ aw ot so blind as to think that
thers are not problems in an industry like this. These problems need to be addressed, but
not by effectively shutting down the entire industry. Cooperation between landowners,
government and industry are reguired fo he successfiil. Regulations and rules are without
a doubt necessary to land owners and to industry for them fo co-exist,

As [ drove home from work last night, [ tried w {ind a business or person that was
not directly influenced by the financial impact of CBM. T was not able to find a single
business or think of a single person that dees not partially or wholly depend on CBM. T
thought about the people that do not work in the industry that will be affected, T thought
of the many friends that | have met since moving here four years ago, who have become 2
part of cur life. T bave friends in the real estate industry and 1 think about the impacta
rule change such as brought by the Powder River Bustness Resource Council would have
on thelr livelthood. Without the industry, the housing market would drop and suddenly
there would be too many aparfments not snough demand. I have friends in the incurance
business that have stated that approximately 85% of their business is driven by workers
and businesses in the CBM industry. I also have a friend who runs an auto dealership in
Gillette. ] know that the workers and flelds in this area keep his busipess running, from

YATES PETROLELM CORP PAEE
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purchasing new vehicles for companies and workers buving personal vehicles with the
selaries they make in the industry. I see company vehicles with dealer tags from places
iike Casper, showing me that Gillette is not the only community that will be affected.
This rule change would have a statewide affect. Not only will this affect business
opportunities, this will also affect recreation. The Bell knob golf course in Gilletze is
where [ like to spend my summer weekends, as much as possible. Bell Knob Golf Course
has a pond §led with a discharge from a nearby CBM well. This pond is a beautiful
feature of the colf cotrse and is filled with birds, muskrats and countiess numbers of my
golf balls. I zan live without losing my golf balls, but would sorely miss the recreational
beauty of the water on the golf course. I have many other friends in all walke of life in
Gillette and the surrounding area that will be impacted negatively by this rule change.
Fhis proposed rule change would undoubtedly require the company I work forto
shut down a very large majority {up to 99%) of our discharges, resulting in shutting down
the wells, Without these wells there is o revenue and the operating companics will pull
up their stakes and look 10 other nreas and states where producing the gas is economical
and possible. The financial impact of these companies leaving our communities and our
state would be enormous and personally catastrophic. While the PRBRC may think thata
rule change like this is good for the state and the land owners, T doubt that they have
thought past the industry themselves and into the lives of those who don’t work in the

2 rude such as this,

Cassidy Westbrock

1215 ndiddle Fork Drive

Gillette, Wyoming 82718

Fmail: cswesthrock@hotmail com

faes)
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Janugry 28, 2008
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Wyoming Environmental Quality Councll
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

122 W 25% Strest

Herschler Building, Rm 1714
Chevenne, WY 82002

RE: Ciizen Petition for Rulemaking —~ Powder River Basin Resource Councii et al—
Proposed Revised Version — WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordore

The Powder River Basin Resource Council (PRBRC) has proposed 4 petition to change
Wyoming water guality rules to the Dnvironmental Quality Council. Thiz petition is
aimed at produced water from coalbed methane wells and may impact traditional
produced waters. This letter is a formal response against the proposad petition. I have
wut substantial analyvsis into determining the negative impacts of this petition. Tt s my
understanding that the WYDE(Q has locked at the petition and that as written it will have
ine offcot of prokdbiting most if not all UBM produced waler discharges. By changing
WQD, Chapter 2, EQC would not be protecting existing use of CBM water by ranchers,
livestock and wildlife. I oppose rulemaking that reduces or sliminates the ability for
coalbed produced water to he discharged and heneficially used. Finally, I oppose setting
standards for water discharge for coalbed produced waters that are more restrictive than
for any other discharges. Iunderstand that problems with some individuals may exisg
however, changing water guality rules is not a fix for those solutions, The Attorney
Ceneral’s office has repeatedly cautioned against this petition. The EQC would be wise
1o heed their attorney's advice. This rule will be struck down as arbitrary and capricious,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to comment on this important issue. Please
contact me at my email address: bwillson@marathonoil.com if you have any questions
regarding this letter,

Sincerely, -
WA LD x%ﬂ
everly Wiiisé@xgineaﬁng Tech
Marathon Oil Comipany

ce: Governor; State Legislative Body

| 3601 Southern Drive » Gllletts, WY 82715 + Telephong 307/885-5134 » Fax 307/682-7621
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Mr, Mark Gordon

Chairman Wyoming Environrmental Quality Council
122 W.25% st.

Herschler Bldg., Rm, 1714

Chevenne, WY 82002

Ref: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al -
Revised Yersion — WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordone

{ am Branch Manager for Wilson Supply in Gillette Wyoming. We are a supplier to the
oil and gas industry. The cpinions in this letier may and may not represent the opinions of
Wilson but are my opigions as a citizen of Wyoming and worker in this state.

As manager [ see the distribution of business for our branch and know that without the
business of the CBM producers we will not need a store in Gillette. T also see the
customers that are picking up the materdal for the CBM producers and there are
roustabout crews, drillers, truckers, fabricators, ete. that are affected by what affects the
CBM producers. The selling price of gas has taken a severe downturn in recent mounths
causing many of the producers to significantly reduce the number of wells they plane to
drill this year. Anyvthing that increases their cost of production increases the chance that
production is pot profitable or that the margin of profit is not enough o continue
producing in this state. Without the CBM Producers the State of Wyoming losses &
remendous soures of tax revenue and the direct and indirect emplover of thousands of
workers. The service industry of non-CBM producing sounties such as Natrona will also
be affected since fabricated products, equipment, and supplies are coming from these
areas.

The regulation change as ! understand it is directed only 1o the CBM production while
ignoring the discharge that is taking place from oil and natural gas production as well as
coal mining and other sources. It would seem that all produced water would have to be
judged in the same manner not singling out oneg type of production. I am not an attorney
but it seems like the type of regulation that would be challenged in court because it is
arbitrarily directed toward one industry. [ understand the State Attorney General’s office
has cautioned against this petition and the rule it proposes.

I am not directly involved in ranching buf understand that not all ranchers are opposed to
CBM production or the water produced. Many of the ranchers in Campbell County are on
record as supporting the CBM Producers and enjoy a benefit from the water produced.
My brother-in-laws farm and ranch in the Big Horn Basin and have needed more water
than as been available for the last several years. The quantity of water referenced by the
petitioners could be described as a God send if put to proper use. I am not an engineer o
a chemist so I do not pretend to address water quality and how it affects the land ané.ﬁsoai.
I do see some places where produced water is on the surface in Campbell C{?ufxiy and the
grass is greener there and deer and antelope are feeding and appesr 1o be thriving. In an
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arid state like Wyoming maybe we should lvok at using some of the revenue generated
by the CBM production to find & way to utilize the produced water to our benefit.

1 understand there is a study being performad by Dr. Raisbeck at the University of
Wyormning for the DEQ and that this study is due to be completed by July 1, 2007 I also
understand there is legisiation before the current state legislature { Senate File 55 Y that
attompts 1o address the discharge quantity issue. With these processes taking place and
the results eminent it would seem the prudent thing to get those results hefore progressing
o a final decision.

I know the members of the Wyoming Environmental Quality Couneil have looked at
volumes of information and heard numerous testimonies and have far more information
than I pretend to possess. Nothing 1 sav in this letter is new to you it is only a new person
expressing an opinion on the matier, § believe in protecting the environment and the
inderest of the people in the State of Wyoming and this great nation. I can ounly speak as
an interested party who belicves there is 2 grave danger of over burdening an indusiry
that provides a great benefit 1o the state by providing jobs, revenue, and a needed product.
I thank you for taking my opinions into consideration and leave it to vou to weigh the
information you have and make the best decision for the State of Wyoming.

if you desire further comment or cxplanation please contact me an
PO, Box 127

Casper, WY 82602

Phone: (307) 262-4838

Sincerely

Clinton A, Rock I
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chalrman

Wyorming Environmental Quality Council § E ﬁé E% %
122 W, 25% Stiest 4 & =
Herschier Bldg, Room 1714 vy

L5 8k % &

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 }
5 Lorenzon, Direclor

covenmental Qualtty Gound!

1-26-07

Diear Mr. (Gordon,

1 recently became aware of, and have reviewed a Petition to amend the Wyoming Water
Quality Rule by seliing produced water standards for the Coal Bed Methane industry. It
this rule change is accepted as written it will have an adverse effect on all Coal Bed
Methane sotivities in the state, and more than likely will also affect conventional oil and
gas development and production. I see limits proposed for produced watcrs that are even
more stringent than the water [ drink every day.

[ am presently employed by the Marathon Oil Company as a facility engineer here in
(Gillette and have been involved in the development of CBM since 1999, Toppose any
rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability of coal bed produced water o be
discharged and/or beneficially used. At the present time there arc a lot of ranchers we
work with on a daily basis to keep stock watered and to supply irrigation for. These
walers have also been & blessing to the wildlife here in the Powder River Basin,

Please consider the large effect this rule will have over a thriving industry in Wyoming
and here alone in the Powder River Bagin, 1 fear that the rule if allowed to take affect will
place our CBM and oil & gas industry in jeopardy as a wholc.

1 Oppose the Cltizen Petition for Rulemaking « Powder River Basin Resource Couneil et
al - WQD chapter 2

Thanks for this opportunity to comment on this proposed rule. If you have any questions
piease feel free to contact me at the following address and/or phone number,

Box 668
307-660-1328
Buansville, Wyo, 82636
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Janunary 26, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W 25M 5t

Hemchler Bidy, Room 1714

Chevenne, WY 82002

Fax 307.777-6134

Erin Slattery
400 Sunlight Drive
Gillette, WY 42716

Dicar Mr, Gordon,

My name is Brin Slattery. Iam an insurance agent in Gillette, WY, I would ke to lat
you know that § oppose the rulemaking that reéuces or elirninates the ability for coalbed
produced water to be discharged and thus beneficially used. Ihave seen the benefit that it
has provided me with a job and I have the seen good effects that it has given ranchers,
Hvestonck and wildlifs in thig area.

I would really hate to see this rulemaking pass, because I know that mysclf and others
would probably loose our employment and this would effect the whols State of Wyoming
if gas production should be reduced.

I understand that problems with some ranchers/individuals do exist, but changing the
water quality rules is not a fix for those solutions. There are many options available for
this conflict that are not being pursued by these ranchers/individuals {petitioners)

Twould like to thank you for giving me this opportunity 1o somment and if you have any
questions I can be contacted at 307-680-4558.

Rincerely,

2 Aattezsy

Erin Slattery

f:\
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My, Mark Gordon, Chairman January 27,2007 o +
‘Wyoming Environmental Quality Couneil g oL B
122 West 257 Strest | ‘
Herschior Building, Room 1714
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

Terri A, Lorenzon, Direct
RE: Opposition to Citizen Petition for Rulermaking — Powder River Resoussd Caiial Quatity Councl
et al «WQI Chapter 2

Dear My, Gordom:
For tha record, I would like to state my position in opposition of this pstition.

I believe that I have some gualifications in regards 1o understanding the petition, the
CBM industry, water management in the production of CBM and stewardship of the land.

! personally know the Barlow’s (Eric and his mother Bermnadette) and they are fine people
that are genuinely concerned about their property that has been in the family for four
generations. Like the Barlows, my grandfather homesteaded in the Yellowstone River
valley of Eastern Montana at the turn of the century 100 years ago. Liks Gillette, that
area is in the middle of an energy boom. Thave watched my family and advised them on
land sazements, minerals leases and production issues on their lands in an
environmentally sensible way,

1 was the first in my family to go to college. I received a Bachelor of Science degree in
Electrical Engineering from Montana State University in 1974, T was hired out of school
by Schlumberger Well Services and worked for them in various positions for 25 years
before ] retired. During that time I was a resident of Wyoming on three different
occasions (1976-78 in Gillette) {1979 — 1980 in Evanston) and (1982-85 in Casper). For
33 vears ] have primarily worked as 3 Petroleum Bnginesr in the ofl snd gas figlds of
Montana, Wyoming and California, I am currently a resident of the State of Alaska but
as you see have many ties 10 the states of Montana and Wyoming,

in 2003, Marathon Oil Company located here in Gillette hired me out of retirement to
help them produce CBM gas and the associated water in an environmentally responsible
manner. I believe that Marathon is at the forefront of water management from the CBM
production using approved disposal methods that are environmentally responsible.
Through Marathon, I am working with the Barlow's to develop their BLM and fee
mineral leases underlying the Barlow’s property by using 5C5 Underground Injection
Wells, We are poised to begin this project and I heliave that we can achieve & balance
between Marathons’ developrment and environmental stewardship of the Barlow's land.

The existing rules of the DEQ appear to be more than adeguate 1o protect surface owners
and allow mineral owners to develop their resources in their current format, It the
petition is adopted it would eliminate thiz industry and unfairly protect a small minaerity



of surface owners presenting this petition, There is a larger percentage of surface owners
that benefit from this industry and would be hurt bath physically (lack of water during
our drought) and financially if the petition is adepred.

Environmental stewardship is vital to me a5 a person that I carry over to my job with
Marathon Oil Company, I personally own property locsated on the Kenal National
Wildlife Refuge near Soldotna, Alaska. The Kenai River is world famous for its salmon
stocks and sizes that are not marched anywhare else in the world, Unlese we are good
stewards of the environment, these can be lost forever and must be protected,

Theank you for allowing my input.

Repectfully, o
Craig Rang V/
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Wryoming Environmental Quality Council
122 w. 25" 51,

Herschivr Bullding, Room 1714
Chevenne, WY 82002
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To Whom It May Concern:

It baz come to my attention that the FQUC and area ranchers have filed a petition
that is going to attempt to shut down all coal bed methane water discharge. Ut is to my
understanding that the curront law states that drinking water vegulates 2,000 parts per
billion and thal methaus discharge water is regulating even morc by 1,800 parts per
billion. This new petition is siriving 10 make methune discharge water at 200 parts per
hitlion, an unreasonable, unobtaingble amonnt.

I was born and raised on a small ranch outside of Gillette, Wyoming. I do not
believe that coal bed methane 1s that damaging to area ranches. These ranchers who have
petitioned coal bed methane waited until they made millions of dellars off of the mineral
rights hefore fighting the drilling of their land, It is of my opinion that the discharge
water is keeping many cattle herds hydrated during this extreme time of drought.

[ do not beliove that shutting down coal bed methane for a few ranchers is
venelicial o this town, this county or this state. Currently, work for a company that
provides and manufactures products {or the cual bed methane industry, The
discontinuation of coal bed methane production will directly efiect this company and my
job. Not to mention the town I was born and raised in will be practically nop-existent if
this industry is shut down. The natural resources and agricultural productions are what
have kept this state ruaning. It is not fair to shut one down just fo supposedly save the
other. They have to ec-exist, and shutting cozl bed methane down is not the answer.
There has to be a compromise that can me met, and these ranchers need 1o be more
flexible and willing to negotiate instead of demanding their way or no way. The EQC and
the ranchers who are pushing them have not taken into copgideration the effect this
petition will have on the economy or the qualily of life in the state of Wyoming,

Therefore in conclusion, I am very perturbed by this pedtion and am officially
stating that I oppose it. I thank you for allowing me to state my opinion and { hope that
you take it into consideration.
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4201 Dakota Court
Gillette, WY 82718
dmroush@hotmail.com
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E & S CONSTRUCTION, LLC.
P. O. Box 3859
Gillette, Wyoming 82717
Earl (307) 680-2586
Earl IT (307 680-3462 ? E L E E

January 29, 2007

JAN 29 20
Terr A LO renzoni D“éﬁ?&u
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman Environmen ot Quality
Wyoming Enwmnmental Quality Council
122 W. 25% st

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyennc, WY 82002

Dear Sir,

I am writing to voice my concerns and opposition to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking
— Powder River Basin Resource Council revisions for WQD Chapter 2.

I think this rule us unduly strict. It is stricter than our (Gillette) drinking water. I guess if
it is truly needed for the discharge of CBM water it should be the standard for all
discharged water including drinking water. However it appears that it is only targeting i
one discharge area.

We have a small company. We do work to improve the quality of CBM discharged
water, We have rebuilt hundreds of outfalls all over this area of the state and have never

had g landowner say they were upset about the water. Marny have asked for more water.

Each day we seo the benefits of CBM water. Through the last six yoars we have seen au
increase in wildlife and vegetation surrounding outfalls. We believe the water has greaﬂy
helped during the current dry spell in this part of the state.

We from five to twelve employees who will not have g job if this measure passes. The
economy in the surrounding area would be as if hit by Katrina, devastating. Layoffs and
unemployment would rise. Businesses would close and declare bankruptcy. The housing
market would be at a stand still with many families unable to pay their payments. Tt
would be hard to find 2 family or business that would not be impacted by this measure.

Pleage consider this petition with prayer and thoughtful consideration.
Owners and employees of’
E & § Construction, LLC

Ear] Shaw Tara Hill Meryl Bieber Hope Cervantes :
Lail Shaw 1} Tracy Martin Sandy Shaw 4
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M. Mark Gordon, Chairman E 5 Eﬂ E E

Wyoming g.nvimnmzntal Quality Council
122 W. 25" Street JAN 7
Herschler Bldg , Room 1714 N 29 2007

e A. Lorenzon, Director

Cheyenne, WY 82002 Envi
=hvirenmental Quality Councir

Dear Mr. Gordon,

My name is Kim Brown. I guess you might call me a newcomer to Wyoming. [ have
only been in Wyoming for 10 years. 1live and work in Gillette. I am the claims and

bonds specialist for BW Insurance.

1 understand there is a Pctition against the methane industry. I am writing this to you to
Jet it be known, I am totally opposed to this petition. I am sure that you will hear from |
many of the people in the methane business, but I am just a regular person here in

Wyoming with an opinion.

Texas is my home originally, 40 years worth, I am used to ofl, gas, etc. The methane in

Wyoming t uwe seems to be 4 huge boost for the ceconomy. 1 see that right herc at BW
- Insurance, as we insure many in the methane industry, Our city has grown by leaps and
bounds due to methane. My own two sons are employed by the methane. They have
been able to buy honses, and raise their own little families due to the methane. If we lose

methane in Wyoming, in my opimion, we will lose Wyoming.

I would like to see Wyoming grow to its capacity. Wyoming is no longer living in the
1800°s. This is 2007, and not everyone who lives in the state is a rancher. Yes, ranching
i3 also a huge part of the state and is well needed. But that land bas hecn in families for
hundred’s of years, and someone new will never get to own it. Other people need to

make & living as well.

I also know how dry Wyoming is. This winter is a perfect example of what I am
speaking of. Very mild, not much snow, and unless we get ample spring wet snows, what &
will happen to Wyoming come the summer time?

Well, gee;, what about the water from the methane wells.. .,

With Wyoming being so dry, you would think everyone would be delighted with extra
water. Ok, let me address the problem.. . water that is contaminated. ....I fully understand
where the ranches are concetned with this, as well as citizens concerns for the wildlife, I
never once saw an ek in Texas. That is one of the most sacred things to me ...that I can
see elk in this state....J would not want confaminated water to harm anything in this state.
So, why can’t there be filters, or something else worked out between everyone, instead of

just calling 1o basically “shut the state down™?
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Please, please don’t consider this proposal from the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-
Powder River Basin Resource Council et al-WQD Chapter 2. This would absolutely
devastate this Gillette area, not to speak of the whole state. We need to work together on
this, everyone in this state, and not just one section of people.

Thank you very much for consideration of this letter.
Sincerely,

Kim Brown

o AT A o i e
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Terr A. Lorenzon, Director

Phone 307 686 8072 Rty Councl

Email crpetty@newwsveis.com

| work a3 a compression mechanical supervisar in e Gillette areg, if the restrictive rules you sre
proposing are approved it would put me and a Iot of other people out of work. it would also have a
severe effect on rolties and taxes paid o the slate of Wyoming .According to the department of
anvironmontal quality [ items in appendixl term <g>this languags would have the effect of
prohibiting most , if ot all coal bed methane [CBM] discharge to the surface .J which in my balief
is your uitimate goal .1 understend some problems with some individuals do exist however
changing rule to effect the whole Industry is not the salution to the existing problems. Holding
ubm

water toa higher standard than other discharged water as an arbitrary standard has been
warned against by the attorney general’s oftice,

Thank you for accepting my comments
Charles Petty
Contact information at top of comments

Chod. Pt
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P.O. Box 538 205 South 3™ Street
Gilletie, WY 82717 Lander, WY 82520
{307) 888-3137 {307} 335-8486

Fax {307) 685-0175 Fax {307) 335-7342

Jenuary 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon

Chalrman

Wyorming Enviroomental Quality Council
122 W, 25% st

Hersehler Bldg, Rm 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Councii et al ~
Revised Version — WQD Chapter 2

Dear My, Gordons

I am a registered professional engineer in Wyoming (P.E. 1469). My company has
offices in Lander and Gillette, and employs about 20 persons, including engineers,
geologists, and survevors. [ have been invelved with the Coal-Bed Natural Gas industry
since 1998, T have a ranching background, and attended the University of Wyoming.

1 am very concerned about the subject petition. Based on my experience and
observations of the CBNG industry, the great majority of water managerment operations
are working well under the current regulations. (Given the size and scope of the industry,
a few problems have ocourred; however they are they are problems that can be mitigated
or resnlved. I have worked with dozens of ranchers who are extremely pleased with
heing able fo use the CBNG waters. Many of the ranchers for whom we have developed
water supplies have been sble to greatly increase their livestock production, resulting in a
much greater profit from their ranching operations.

i would ke to highlight several of my observations:

¢+  Smsll Ranches «The benefits of water supplies from CBNG operations have
especially benefited small ranchers, who formerly did not have the fnances to
develop wells and stock tanks on remote areas of their ranches, T have worked
with numerous ranches that had only one or two water wells and o few stock
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reservoirs.  If these ranches had waler wells, they generally were located in the
bottom of draws where inexpensive, shallow wells could be installed. The ridgss
and hills were underutilized for grazing due to no available water. The Hvestock
could not fully graze the remote areas, and the ranchers oficn had to sell their
livestock early due to insufficient pasture arcas with water. The small ranchers
often had 1o have other employment in order fo make ends meet, and owners of
the larger ranches have been buying the small ranches that became uneconomical
to operate. The CBNG industry has provided water supplies to numerous ranches,
resulling in much more efficient grazing operations. (See attached example
photographs),

s Erogion - Opponents of livestock grazing ofien use sxamples of overgrazing and
grosion to support thelr claims of damage 10 public lands. When only a few water
supplies are available on & ranch, the Hivestock typically trail once or twice s day
along the same path to water. These trails develop into new deep chanmels, which
accelerate erosion. Additionally, the pastures close to the few available water
sources become overgrazed and subject to erosion, The effects of livestock being
concentrated along the stream valleys where the few shallow water wells are
located also has an bmpact on the water quality of runoft, as the manure and
disturbed soils become concentrated and are easily washed into the stream.

«  Water Quality - During my career, | have been involved in the collection of
streamflow and water-quality data from numerous strearns in the Powder River
Basin. Runoff gvents for the iributary streams in the plains typically occur only
oecasionally and are of short duration. Because runcff cecurs ondy periodically,
organic {manure, woody debris, leaves) and inorganic (salis) materials accamulate
on the basin surface and in the channels, and are subsequently washed
downstream when rainfall or snowmelt ccour. In general, the water quality of
plaing streams is relatively poor,

¢ Solutions -1 obtained a degree in Agriculiural Engineering from the University of
Wyoming in 1965, That engineering program was subsequently abolished. The
economy of Wyoming couldn't justify the need for the program. The sconomy
has since improved, and numerous positions are availeble for trained and
knowledgeable persons, Solutions are possible for most of the problems facing
the CBNG industry. Good science associated with agriculture and engineering
can help solve many of the water-related problems. Support for good science is
needed from the Iegislature, the University of Wyoming, and the regulatory
agencies, My experience is that the CBNG companies are very willing to work
with them and the landowners to develop solutions.

Thank you for this opportunity to voice my concerns. If you have any questions, or if |
could provide additional information that could assist, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

Sy 4 4. Lo

Hugh W, Lowharm, P.E.
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Deer watering at CBNG tank on ridge west of Gillelle, Wyorning, August 3, 2008

Livestock on hillside near CBNG stock tark and raservoir, August 12, 2006,
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January 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman w13 —Eg %

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council Fiaes

122 W, 25¢h St

Herschler Bidg,, Room 1714 )

Cheyenne, WY 82002 o orenzof, fﬁ?i‘%ﬂ?{}zm
e fa} Lot {}3221&“ Qgi 1§08

Dear Couneilz & o

I am a degreed petroleum engincer that has been employed in the Wyoming
oil and gay business for aver 30 years, Currently I am invelved in the coalbed
nataral gas industry in Gillette. [ am concerned about the affect of the petition by

PRBRC which will further reduce the coalbed water discharge. Companies I have
worlked for have provided discharge water fo many areas of Wyammg s dry
rangeland including the Big Horn Basin, Wind River Basin/Casper Arch, and
Powder River Basin, Wauter was not svailable for watering grazing animals, nor
wildlife prior to these discharges though some have seeurred for 50 to 60 years.
There is a large portion of the state that nses water from these discharges, and if
discharge iz Hmited these nsers will suffer as a result. Gillette is now home to
several flocks of geese. Having moved between Casper and Gillette twice I insist
that geese huve not always flocked in this part of the state. Warer must be the
reason. Thers was not enough water near Gillette prior fo coalbed operations fo
accommodate geese. Many other animals are benefiting from the water as well.
Ranchers have been using the coalbed water for a hundred years for drinking and
watering purposes. That in itself could be in the reasoning of the petitioners; to
preserve it Tor themselves even though It {s property of the State of Wyoming and
available for appropriation as iy done for coalbed operations.

Most of the discharzed water was of much poorer guality than the coalbed
water eurrently being debnted for restrictive rules. Most of these discharges were
permitted under the EPA’s guidelines for the National Pollutant Discharge
Eimination System (NPDES) for which Wyoming has primacy and is now referred
to as the WYPDES, Oil and grease are permitted for discharge up to 2 guantity of
10 ppm regardless of the volume, Coalbed water contains no oil or grease and is it
for human and animal eopsumption. Regulationsz are already in effect to limit water
that does not meet the stapndards. Coalbed water is restricted in many instances to
20% of the drinKing water standard and further restriction is unwarranted. Itis
also unwarranted to reduce limits on one pareular industry’s water {coalbsd)
while permitting another industry’s water {coal and oil and gas) to have poorer
guality., Limiting coalbed water fo a small percentage of the drinking water
standard will effectively eliminate that discharge. Eliminating that discharge will
limit the industry’s ability to produce the wells. 1 have observed articles in the news
media stating the Governor and Attorney General have declared the rulemaking is
without basis. Wyoming’s DEQ has also recommended against action on the
petition to reduce standards as proposed by PRBRC,
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Eliminating coalbed well production will reduce the State of Wyoming’s
sirplus budget and send if back fs the shortfall sttuation of only 2 few yeurs ago.
Many citics including Gillette count heavily on the tax burden of industry to pay for
their city and county facilities. Gillette is funding many new projects based upon
projections of incoming tax~based revenues. Among them are county fire facilities,
an all events center, and recreation center which will cost millions of dollars,
Wryoming enjoys generous wages afforded by industry such as the coalbed naiurail
gas industry, Many of these citizens are able to remain in Wyoming due fo the jobs
available to them from ndustry.

Thanks for the opportunity o comment on the petition for rulemaking by
PRBRC. Turge you to consider the petition of PRBRC as unfounded and
unneeessmy‘

Sincerely,

/ ESt:m Smeith g

2901 Knollwood Drive
Gillette, WY B2718

£51
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmeulal Qualily Council
122 W. 25" Street

Herschier Bldg., Room (714

{heyenne, WY 82002

Fax 307-777.6134
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Mr. Gordon,

My name ic Annette Hoffman, [ moved to Gillette ons year ago. [ love this cornmunity.
I have a job in the CBM industry. [am 45 years old, and I have worked since [ was 13
vears old. The fob [ have npw is the first onc | have ever held that paid more than 30K a
vear. [ have struggled as a single parent for over 20 years, I went back to college in 2002
to earn my Bachelors Degree in Environmental Studies. My job in the CBM industry
allows me to Hive fairly comfortable, help my daughicr go to colloge, pay my bills, and
STILL have something fo put away for retirement.

1 am very concerned gbout the environment. Not just here in NE Wyoming, bat in all
areas, CUBM water is not the ensmy. Water management, or fack of, is the true culprit,
Please do not label all CBM operators as carcless, rrosponsible or mwouey-grubbers
locking 1 make a fast buck and get our. T work with some of the finest, most ethical
individusls in the CBM industry [ have over mel in my life.

To cut off all the water output from CBM development is nol a feasible solution. T
oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking, Powder River Busin Rasource Council et 4l
I have seen the beneficial uses for this dischurge water. T have been in CBM fields and
the benefits have far out-weighed any detriments to the land. There are many, many
more ranchers who will suffer consequences from stopping CBM discharges than the fow
ranchers and landowners who are supporting this petition.

[ helieve the Wyoming Attorney General’s office is opposed to this petition and for good
reason, This rule will be struck down as arbilrary and capricious.

NE Wyoming needs CBM development, Stopping discharge waters is not the solution, 1
wndersiand there are problems with some ndividuals; however, changing the WDEQ
rules is not a fix for those solutions. There are optons.

Thank you for the opporiunity to comment on this petition.

Armette Hoffmag
aghoffmandi@msn.com
406-281-2885
3(y7-299-6381
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January 26, 2007

M, Mark Gordon, Chalrman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25" 8t

Herechler Bldg. Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al
Revised Version — WQD Chapters 2

Dear Mr. Gordon,

On behalf of Rowdy Pipeline Company (RPL), a subsidiary of Yates Peiroleum
Company, an independent oil and gas company operating within the Powder River Basin,
opposes the Citlzen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et
al - Revised Version - WQD Chapters 2. It a letter from John Wagner, DEQ
Administrator, dated Junuary 5, 2007, states two concerns regarding the petition: (1) the
language would have the effect of prohibiting most, if not all coal bed methane
discharges to the to the surface; and (2) no operator can discharge effluent which meets
the definition of “pollution” or would cause “pollution” in the receiving stream, RPL
opposes any rulemaking that requires a stricter standard for CBM water surface discharge
and opposes rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability for coalbed producad water
to be dischargad and thus beneficially used by cattle, wildlifs and agriculture.

RPL and its parent company know 10 be successful, they must strive fo be a steward of
the land and environment, and must strive with land-owner relations to benefit ranching
operations and ir most cases, landowners weloome and appreciate the water and
developrent, RPL feels CBM development and surface disposal has a positive impact
with the current surface discharge permit limits. This is obvious with the incresse
sightings of deer, antelope, eagles, hawks, rabbits, fox, bobeats, and all other wildlife
species in the Powder River Basin. RPL respects the petitioners copeerns and feel they
have had a negative experience with CBM developers willing to “rape and pillage” the
land for short-term company gains. RPL feels this is an exception and not the rule.
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RPI. opposes setiing unique standards on CBM surface discharge permits resulting in
elimination of surface discharges. The sconomical and financial factors would have a
detrimental effect on all CBM Producers and associated Service Companies, would
impact State and Local Agencies tax bases, would impact indirect services from real
estate to the family-owned businesses. The standards could climinate over 30 full-time
company emplovees paid competitive wages with insurance, and retirement packages,
could eliminate 60 to 70 contract employees to install pipelines, compressors stations,
and maintain daily operations, would force the company to lingnidate company assets in
ant attempt to recover capital expenditures of over a hundred million dollars.

RPT. projects the life of Powder River CBM play will require an additional five years of
development with peck gas rate obtained in 2010 and will approach an economical limit
by the yoar 2020, RPL is expetiencing questionable economics due to the high capital
costs associated with CBM development, due to the over pricing of matetials and labor
associated with boom-bust cycles, due 1o the general cost of duing business associated
with land relations, and State and Federal regulations, and the major factor is due to the
chenging market conditions in 2 supply-demand environment. Therefore with current
conditivns, the life of the project is limited and the total impact is going o be much less
then initial estimates.

In mummary, the beneficial use of CBM water is obvious with the increase sighting of
wildlife throughout the Powder River Basin and in most cases, landowners’ weicome
CBM develupment, sspecially during severe drought conditions in the area. RPL
strongly supports maintaining current discharge limits for all the waters of the State for
beneficial use to ranchers, wildlite and agricultural. Thank you and the Envirommental
Quality Counnil for your efforts to protect the spvironment in Wyoming and for
considering RPL’s opposition towards the Citizens Petition for Rulemaking. If I can be of
any ssgistance o the EQC, please call (307)682-4638 and ask for Roy Bellew.

Sincerely,
2 Ap
Rov Bellew

Rowdy Pipeline Company
Operations Manager
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FO Box 628 ~ 1302 Artyn Court, Suite B ~ Gillelte, WY 827170628
Phone {307) 882-0240 ~ Fax {307) 682-7261
Pete Luthy Cell {3071 680-5040 ~ Bard Luthy Cell (307) 288-8148

January 28, 20067

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chalnman

Wyoming Environmental Cuality Council
122w 25" St

Herschisr Bidg,, room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax ~ 307-777-6134

Re: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking -~ Powder River Basin Resource Council et al - Revised Version - WQD
Chapter 2

¥ir. Gordon,

First, allow me ko infroduce myself and my company. My aame is Pete Luthy and my wife is Barb Luthy,
We are both residents of Gillette, Wyoming and are the principals of 8L Drilling, LLC. In October 2005, we
purchesed the Skylop Brewster Drifling Rig and the related equipment used in the diiling operation. The
investment wag significant and required us fo use all resources availeble o us, including borrowing
money from family. 8L Drilling, LLC focuses its drilling services on coalbed methane wells that are 10007
to 3400 in depth. We strive o provide relisble well-maintained equipment, and e professions!, safe and
drug free work environment.  Last vear, we infused into the Iocal and state economy over $400.000 in
payroll, employee benefits and payroll taxes and over $12,000 in sales taxes pald on purchases of parts
and supplies. Al of this would be fost if we were not able fo remein in business.

it has come o my sttenfion that the above referenced petition has been submitted and hes the potential to
sfiminale coal bed methane drilling. 1 am opposed to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking - Powder River
Basin Resaures Council ¢t 8l - Ravised Version - WQD Chapter 2. | oppose rulemaking that reduces or
efiminates the ability for coalbed produced water to be discharged and thus beneficially used. 1 have seen
or heard about ranchers in Campbell County, and in other areas of the siale, that have come 1o rely on
CBM and o wall discharged water o water their Bvestack and irrigate their fislds.

itis my understanding thet DEQ has looked at the petition and that as it is writlen it wil] have the effect of
prohibiling most, If not all CBM groduced water discharges. | do not feel that any specific industry should
be held tv a different set of standards. This pelition would set siicler standards for CBE discharged
water than for other discharges. | understand that problems with some individuals might exist, however,
changing water quality rules is not a fix for those solutions. There sre many options available for conflict
resolution that are not being pursued by the petitioners,

The individual petiioners listed represent approximately 50,000 acres which is 1% of the 62.8 million
acres i Wyoming. | oppose changing rules 1o suit the few, but could ultimately adversely affect so many.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this petition. Please feel free fo coniact me ¥ you have any
questions (307) 660-5040

Bincerely, ) o
R R 5"7/%

Fete Luthy

Managing Member

51, Drifling, LLC
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Brent Sobotka
SWCA Environmental Consultants

1043 Coffeen Ave. Suite D FILED

Sheridan, WY 82801

JAN 29 267
Mz, Madk Cordon, Chairman - :

. ) . . terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council =nvironmental Quality Councl
122 W 258 81, Environmental (Qualty
Herschler Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

- Dear Mr. Gordon,

I am a hydrologist consultant with SWCA Enviropmental Consultants (SWCA) out of
Sheridan, WY. Priot to my employment with SWCA, I was a hydrologist with the
Buffalo, WY Field Otfice (BFO) of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)., While
with the BLM my primary responsibility was to review water management plans for
federal coal-bed methane (CBM) projects in the Powder River Basin (FRB) to ensure
cumpliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. ' In that capacity, I reviewoed
many water management plans, from many different CBM operators. I have watched,
and helped the water handling methodology evolve in response to ever changing
environmental concerns and regulations. I began working with SWC A twn years ago, and
now write water management plans and applications for permits with the BLM,
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), and State Engineers Office. Over the lust
two years, SWCA has hired a complete staff to permit CBM projects out of Sheridan, and
we look forward to continued growth.

In the petition, the Powder River Basin Resource Council (PRBRC) has done a good job
of identifying many of the issues and concerns associated with the development of CBM
in the PRB of Wyoming. However, the petition neglects to consider the many advances
that have been made in the handling CBM produced water since the inception of CBM
dovelopment in the PRB. Nobody with cxpericnee in PRB CBM will contest that adverse
environmental impacts have occurred as a result. Those satae people will confirm that
responsible CBM operators have modified their water management procedures to
minimize thosa impacts. In most cases, operators who have not adapted their procedures
are no longer in business. The PRBRC states in their petition that since 95% of the
Wyoming CBM resource remains to be developed, there is still twe (o get it right. These
statements, combined with subsequent statements in the petition, insinuate that Wyoming
CBM operators have not gotten it right. Although there will always be room for
improvement, PRB CBM operators, in conjunction with federal and state regulators, and
in cooperation with landowners, have made great strides toward getting it right.

B A s o v R———
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Nearly every statement made in the petition can be discussed from multiple viewpuints (o
get multiple results. The PRBRC has carefully worded the petition in such a way to illicit
a perspective favorable to their goals. A few specific alternative views are as follows.

On page 8 of the petition, PRBRC states “The DEQ has recently insti licies” for

requiring groundwater monitoring, wmch is g _recognition of the potential for adverse

roundwater impacts. icies” are of guestionable efficacy, as they lack
the force and effect of Jaw of rules promulgated under the WAPA”, This is a common
tactic of the PRBRC. They argue the efficacy of a “policy™ relative to its position in law.
However, they disregard its effectiveness on the ground. In the case of DEQ’s
groundwater monitoring program, every CBM operator in the PRB regards this directive
as absolute, and complies with it as if it were law. Therefore, the policy would have no
greater effect as law than it currently has, which renders the PRBRC corament as

- jrrelevant.

On page 10 of the petition, the PRBRC discusses the U.S. Supreme Court decision in
regards to PUD No. 1 of Jefferson County and City of tacoma, Petitioners v. Washingion
Department of Ecology, et al. 511 US. 700:114 8. Ct. 1900:128 L. Ed. 2d 716 (1994),
where water quality concerns were related to water quantity concerns. However, one
must yuestion whether this decision would apply in the casc of CBM in the PRB. The
Washington case was relevant to a reduction in water quantity, which would cause a
concentration of pollutants, and poorer water quality. In the PRBRC petition, we are
discussing an increase of water quantity, which would most likely canse a dilution of
pollutants, and quite often an improvement in water quality. In the same paragraph, the
PRBRC references three additional court cases that discuss water quality vs. quemtity,
however, they do not provide enough detail to ascertain their relevance to the PRB.

The petition goes on to discuss CBM produced water and irrigation, quoting several
respected scientists. However, the petition makes several significant pgeperalities and
omissions that will have the effect of misleading an uninformed public. The PRBRC
states “CBM water guality bas been of particular concern because it is salty, measured by
total dissolved solids and specific cogductance” This statement may be true in some
places, but most definitely is not true in others. The PRB is not homogenous in terms of
soils or water quality, and should not he treated as such. Descriptions of the effect of salt
laden water with a high Sodium Adsorption Ratio (SAR) on soils are well presented.
However, the authors of the petition bave chosen w vwit wfosmation on the relative
nature of the processes. In the early days of the PRB CBM play, several operators
experimented with using CBM produced water for irtigation, sometimes with less than
satisfactory outcomes. However, as a result of these experiments, a great deal was
learned about how to, or how not to irrigate with CBM produced water. Today, CBM
operators know where managed irrigation will work, and won’t work, in terms of soil,
water, topography. and politics. The petition invests a great deal of space to the
discussion of irrigation and land application, however an argument can be made that this
is an unjustifiable investment. To date, and contrary to o statement later in the petition,
refatively little irrigation, or land application is taking place using CBM produced water,
However, some operators are having good success with it. In every instance where
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Irrigation is being used, the Jandowner has given lnformed consent on its use. There is no
frrigation with CBM produced water in the PRB that has not been approved by the
landowner. In most cases, the irrigation is being guided by well qualified soil scientists
and agronomists. To ensure no adverse impacts oceur to the soils, a variety of water and
soil treatments are regularly being used. Often, the landowners who supervise the
irrigation have seen large increases in their forage production on the frigated lands. On
page 17 of the petition, the PRBRC continues to argue that land application is a favored
water disposal method and “has adverse impacts on the environment”. As stated above,
land application is a fairly uncommon water handling method, and CBM operators have

learned how to avoid adverse impacts.

On page 14 of the petition, a quote from a letter from the EPA states: “large quantities of
produced water discharged to small tributaries with erosive soils and geology can have
unanticipated adverse impacts pn wildlife habitst wd/or agicultore” and, “the many
potential environmental impacts from CBM operations are diverse. Possible impacts
incinde: reduced flow or loss of domestic water wells, mortality and reduced growth and

vigot of vepetation, erosion. soil compaction, and loss of fopsoil. One of the major
concerns associated with CBM production in the Powder River Basin is disposal of the

produced water. The surface disposal of CBM-produced water mav result in erosion or :
damage to drainages and associated vepetation within the area. Even though CBM
discharge is essentially sediment-free, discharge to streams and creeks can incréase
sediment loading due to increased erosion.” As the letter states, and all operators and :
regulators are aware, these are possible impacts. A more relevant discussion would be;
what is being done to mindmize these impacts from being realized.

,,WW
. T

Impacts to domestic water wells can, and have occurred. Operators regularly work with
water well owgers (o replace or enlumee water wells,  Ocoasionally, CBM production is
blamed for impacts to wells that are in fact, not due to CBM development. Most CBM
wells are drilled into aquifers that are separated from aquifers used for domestic wells by
a confining layer. In these cases, dotestic well water production loss can often be traced
back to drought or well deterioration. Sometimes, in cases such as these, CBM operators
will assist the owners of the domestic wells in correcting the problem in the imterest of

AR ANARARAN el

good landowner relations,

Vegetation loss, or more accurately, vegetation change, does often occur in stream :
channels that are subjected to CBM produced water. However, this loss can be offset by £
placement of stock tanks filled with CBM water in areas that have never had water

7
2
¢
.
13
%
7
15
£
£
b

before. These stock tanks will draw cattle t0 more remote locations, allowing the use of
pastures that may have historically been under used.

Erosion is of great concemn in the PRB, and because of this, many operators work
diligently to minimize it. When planning a CBM project, careful surveys of the project
area are usually undertaken. Areas that are susceptible to erosion are normally mitigated,
monitored or avoided. Although some instances of accelerated erosion have occurred
due to CBM development, they are uncommon, and are usually mitigated once
discovered. Additionally, grass growth in stream channels tend to increase once they
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regularly have water available. These grasses usually iprove the stability of the stream
channels and hold the soils in place. The grasses will also serve to capture much of the
entrained sediment, and prevent it from being moved very far. Therefore, as a result of
the CBM operator’s erosion control efforts, and improved vegetation, sediment loading
of streams is not often seen.

Soil compaction and loss of topsoil is of great concern, and most operators work to
minimize their occurrence, however, these issues are not within the purview of water

quality rules and regulations, and don’t belong in this discussion.

On page 15 of the petition, PRBRC begins to discuss on and off-channel impoundments.
The petition discusses seepage from reservoirs into surface water, which does
occasionally occur. However, these seeps are usually low in volume and rately travel
very far. Several violations issued by DEQ are refercnved that include impoundment
failures. Undoubtedly, if DEQ had more enforcement personnel, the number of violation
notices would increase. However, if we keep the scale of the CBM development in mind,
the maumber of serious problems is remarkably small. Thexe have only been a few
impoundment failures, which have actually caused very little damage. The petition goes
on to state: *The primary purpose of constructing on-chaonel reservoirs for storage uf

CBM water is to take advantage of the dilution provided by patural flows...”, This is not
a true statement. Produced water is imapounded to allow it to infiltrate, evaporate, and be

used by livestock and wildlife. Dilution i3 rately a consideration.

On page 16, the PRBRC discusses impoundment bonding, and states: Lhe “enidance” is
of doubtful utility, since it lacks the force and effect of law that rules promulgated under
the Administrative Procedures Act have; and further, the bonding guidance addresses
only potential damage to surface soils, apd does not addeess degradation of the shallow

aquifers or return flows into water sources. This statement is speculative and has no basis
in fact. There have been no instances of and operator walking away from a bond in the

PRB, leaving an impoundment woreclaimed. Grapted, there have heen very few
impoundments that have been reclaimed as yet, but most of the operators in the basin
hope to get future bonds. The likelihood that any operator would risk their future sbility
to get bonds is minimal. The accusation that the bonding “guidance is of doubtful utility
because it lacks the force and efféct of law” is unsubstantiated. Furthermore, the fact that

the gwidance addresscs only “potgntial demage to surface soils, and does not address
degradation of the shallow aquifers or retwrn flows into water gources”, is frrelevant. zgéi

Those concerns are addressed elsewhere, and were not the intent of the bonding program.

The petition recormends the adoption of water quality standards that are unprecedented.
Nowhere in the country are bariumn limits anywhere near the PRBRC’s proposed limits
for stock water. In fact, very few references to barium limits for stock water can be
found. Wyoming’s Total Dissolved Solids limits appear to be on par with most other
western states, as are sulfates limits. If it is the PRBRC’s intention to protect caftle, their
proposed changes will in actuality have the opposite effect. Cattle will be foreed to drink
frorm fewey water sources that will have increased pollutant concentrations. Everyone hus
seen cattle wading in muddy bogs with very little water in them. These bogs will end up




being one of the primary sources of stock water once CBM water produstion is stopped.
Overall cattle health will diminish, and ranchers will most likely be forced to reduce their
berds.

Therefore, 1 respectfully request that vou do not approve the Citizen Petition for
Rulemaking as proposed by the Powder River Basin Resource Courncil, et al, for WQD
Chapter 2. The petition as written, addresses the concemns of a small minority of people
in the PRB, and although their concerns are of great value, the larger concern of what is
good for the State of Wyoming as a whole mwust be considered. The CBM industry is
contributing to an economy in Wyoming that is the envy of most of the other states in the
country. It is also helping the U.S. meet its growing energy needs in a time that
continued energy support is necessary for the national security. Approval of the petition
will in all likelihood cause an economic depression to north eastern Wyordng that will be
difficult to overcome. ITundreds of people will be forced to wove fom Wyoming,
leaving homes that were bought when prices were high, and sold when prices will be low.
This will cause an economic hardship that many will never recover from. Energy prices
throughout the nation will increase as the market atterapts to recover from the loss of a

major patural gas supply.

These are only a few of the major concerns that I see with the petition, but these alone,
should be enough to illustrate the need to disapprove the petition. If I can help in any
way, or you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at:

SWCA Epvironmental Consultants
1043 Coffeen Ave, Suite D
Sheridan, WY 82801

Office (307)673-4303

Cell (307)217-2430

Fax (307)673-4303

Sincerely,

Brent Sobotka
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3515 Foothills Blvd

Gillette, WY 82716

taary 28,0 I E )
Mark Gordon, Chairman -
Wyommg Environmental Quality Council JAN 2§ 2007
122 W. 25 St . ,

Terri A, Lorenzon, Ditector

Herschicr Bldg, Room 1714 Environmental Quality Council

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Dear Mx. Gordon:

It has come to my attention that the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking, Powder River Basin
Resource Council, is proposing that water from coalbed methanc wells be prohibited. I am
concerned about the effects this would have on my employment, my employers, my
community and my state.

My husband and I adopted Gillette, WY as our home over 25 years ago. We have raised our
children here and now our grandchildren are growing up in our chosen community. [have
been employed by the coalbed methane industry since 2003. I began as an employee of
Western Gas Resources and now am an employee of Anadarko Petroleum Company. [ am the

administrative assistant for the drilling department.

My employment provides income and benefits for my husband and myself that we have not
had hefore. We have struggled over the years to afford a modest home and transportation. We
are approaching the time in our lives when we must plan for retirement. My employment in the
CBM industry has provided insurance and enough money to begin saving for retirement. I was
diagnosed with cancer last year and was able to have the treatment necessary for recovery and
remission. This would not have been possible without the insurance provided by the company.

The coalbed methane industry provides employment for many families in the community and
the benefits that might not be available otherwise. Many people have come to our comtrunity
from other parts of the country where employment is depressed. We have watched our city
grow and change through the years of energy development. The coalbed methane development
boom has brought challenges for the school system, medical care, businesses and housing but it
is all a part of the future for Gillette. This growth brings the need for the expansion of the
hospital, the fire department, the Park & Recreation Department and the Camplex. Gillette’s
growth is certainly beneficial to the region and the state. If this proposal were to proceed it

would virtually eliminate the need for more doctors the expansions of the various departments
and the influx of future resxdents

As Tunderstand it, the petition the PRBRC is proposing is to change Wyoming water quality
rules in regard to coalbed methane water. The restrictions of WQI¥ chapter 2 would prohibit
the discharge of the water to the surface. Prohibiting the production of water from wells would
mean there would be no production of gas and ultimately no revenue. This would effectively




S,

hooz/002

0172872007 MON 14:16 FAX

shut down the industry leaving hundreds unemployed, causing loss of homes and benefits. An
exodus of workers leaving the state would be an economic hardship for Wyoming.

Water management and government regulation by the Department of Environmental Quality
and the industry is not disregarded. There are clearly sets solutions and they are followed in
order to meet standards. Landowners are a part of the decision making process and enjoy the
benefits of the water for livestock and wildlife.

1 understand that there are problems that some individuals have regarding industry
development but changing water quality rules will not fix these problems. There are options
that can resolve issues that arise. It is not beneficial to the whole of the region for a few to have

precedence.

{ am opposed to this petition for the obvious reasons of the effect it will have on my life and
my community.

Thank you for allowing me to share with you my concerns and for your careful consideration
of this issue.

Sincerely,

Judith Van Zee

VALY
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Mr. Mark Gordon

Wyoming knvironmental Quality Council JAN 79 M7

122 W, 258 8¢

Herschler Building, Room 1714 Term A l.erenzaﬁ, Director
Cheyetute, WY 82002 Epvironmental Guality Councl

Fax: 307.777.6134
Dear Mr. Gordon;

T am writing this letler 10 you regarding the petition, submitted by the Powder River Basin Councl, to
amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 3, Appendix H. To summarize my position clearly in this
first paragraph -~ I 0 not apree that the rule should be amended.

Thig petition is unfair to the CBM imdustry, its operators/consultants, and landowners that benefit from
ourrent regulations that allow water to be discharged with boneficial use. It is wy undwmstauding thal this
is also the position of the WYTIEQ, and that they firther believe this will imit the operatars so severely
as to stop the CBM industry curpleiely. Tdo not agree with sciting standards for water quality discharge
related to CBM that are more stringent than thosc for other types of discharge. T think there are alternate
wag:;u handlc isolated conflicts berween operators and landowners than through blanket changes it
policy.

I am working for Lowham Engineering LLC (a 20-+-person firm of cngincers, hydrologists, geologists,
survevors, and technically-skilied employees), and have consulted on water management plans in the
Powdcr River Basin for seven years. I was raised in Cody, educated as o geologist at the University of
Wyoming {two Bachelors and & Masters Degree), and am now managing a branch office of fhis firna in
Lander, My wife currently altendy law school at the University of Wyoming, and my job affords me the
appartunity to pay for that education. When she has completed her study, we plan to reside in this state,
pursue our carecrs, and raise a family.

My job has invoived the survey, design, and permitting of thousands of reservoits in the Powder River
Bagin. We have analyzcd the streamcourses and been involved with contiiuous watw sapliug effurts for
almost a decade. I see firgthand (and on the gronnd) the effect of the CBM discharge and find it to be
much less disastrous than bius been reported fo oor siale™s newspapers. In fact, ninety-five percent of the
landoamers we interact with have reported successtul dealings and beneficial use of the water associated
wills CBM activity and want that discharge to continue-indefinitely if possible. Our firm enjoys constant
positive comraunication with the landowners, many of whom request our services specifically ot projects
involving their tand. We also have much positive interaction with regrlators at the State Knginecr's
Office, BLM, and Army Corps of Engincers. My roputation, carcer, and liféstyle depend on the CM
industry in the Powder River Basin at this time, as do the coffers of this State that are overflowing with
funding for roads, schools, investmments, additional research, ete, Do ot allow the sbibuting voices ufa
fow to gvershadow the ealm, rational, prodnetive majority. I would welcome the chance to provide more
conymonts and clarification shioubd any be reguested by your committes.

Ti you sincerely for € opporiunity to comment,
a—————— e ——
y o~
Strike
Project Hydrogeologist
Lowham Engineering LLC
307.335-8466 (Lander office)
307.349-4269 (cell)

T T T T T T e L L i L o Ly i b S I A

ACONES e R BTN

PRI TN




JAN. 29, 2007 3:13PM WILLIAMS PROD. RMT (0. N0, 247
January 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Thairman
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council

B
Hersehier Bdg, Roprn 1714 FILED
Cheyenne Wy 82002
JAN 78 20V

Torri A. Lorenzon, Director

RE: Water Quality Rules enwironmental Quality Councit

Mr. Gordon I would like to take moment and add my comments to the proposed water
quality rule change,

First-T'ma42yr 0ld Wyoming Resident raised on a Ranch outside of Hanna Wy, and I
currently reside in Gillette. I'm. also a Graduate from ASU with & degxres in Chemistry,
the Wy OSHA Commission representing all industries across this

After réading through the presentation from the meeting held in Gillette on the Jan. 25%.
Thave concemn with the deception that is being presenting. The proposed restrictions to
water quality is dis¢riminating at best. Natuxal drinking water limits should be the
minimum requirements, not the maximum. Live stock, wild life and vegetative growth
benefit from discharges of water. By setting these standards EQC is jeopardizing these

(A
/ ™,

factors.
I would also like toremind EQC if the CBM industry is not able to discharge water the
CBM industry will go away. The CBM industry in the state of Wyoming employ’s over

4000 + people and contributes to success of the communities who are impacted. If this
passes those eommﬁhxiﬁes will feel the negative impacts of that decision.

In summation | oppose the Crtizen Petitton for rulemaking.

o)

Chuck Dobking
Wyoming Native
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Barbara J. Underwood
1412 High Court
Gillette, WY 82718

Janmary 26, 2007

Wyoming Environmental Quatity Council e

Attn: Mark Gordon JAN 29 2007

122 W. 257 st. Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
< . 1200, LA

Herschler Bldg. Room 1714 Environmental Quality Counc

Cheyenne, WY 82002
Diear Mr. Gordon:

T am & 27 year resident of Campbell County and currently work at Yates Petroleam
Corporation as a Regulatory Technician.

As Tunderstand Chaper 2 of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and Regulations, CBM
discharges would be almost entirely eliminated in Wyoming. You will be restricting the
CBM industry far more than city water requirements for Barium. There is a huge gap in

your requirements.

If you allaw this rule to take affact, you will be doing more harm than good to the
state of Wyoming. Many employers would be forced to end their production in
Wyoming if this rule were to pass. It also seems that when the federal government leased
the minerals, they expected them to be produced. What happens to those lease payments
if we are unable to produce - are the companies going to be continually penalized for
NOT producing???

There is also a larger picture here — the State of Wyoming economice. The methane
industry pays enormous taxes to the state and the county. Our tax base helps our schools
keep up-to-date classrooms and quality teachers — niot only in Campbell County, but all
counties.

Campbell County is in the proccss of adding a much-needed addition to our regional
hospital and ground-breaking for a new multi-event center is in process. However, if the
methane industry Jeaves, so will much of the population.

Of course, I am also concerned about my own employment. [ have worked in
Campbell County fur-27 years and plan to retire in the near future. But if my employer
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leaves Gillette, I would need to compete for non-existent jobs with the majority of
residents here.

A bigger concern is the young people. They have many years to work and they have
young children they need to care fiwr, tn feed, cloth and educate.

Allowing this rule 10 take alfect would bring hard tines in Wyoming and I
respectfully request that you deny this rule.

Sincorely,

Barbara Underwood

TNV e
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FILED

January 29, 2007 JAN 7 7007
Terri A. Lorenzon, Director

Mr. Mark Gordon Environmental Quality Council

Chairman, EQC

Herschler Building RM 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: CBM Petition
Chairman and EQC Members;

My name is Jakc Strohman, P.E. I have been a resident of Wyoming for my entire life. |
was raised on a farm/ranch operation and started out working for industry out of Collepe,
1 spent 25 years as an employee of DEQ/WQD of which all cxcept two ycars was as a
Program Manager. I worked 6 ycars as a water management consultant and now am back
working for industry. This background has provided a great knowledge of water quality
and management providing the ability to find objective solutions to water management
issues.

Hem 1,

‘Ihe first part of the petition deals with trying to combinc watcr quality and watcr
quantity. The A.G. has already provided a determination that the EQC has no authority
to get involved with water quantity. This whole issuc should not be heard by the EQC.
We elect Legislators to make the laws of this state. I respectfully would like to point out
that none of the EQC members are clected by any Wyoming voter to make any law or
change any law,

Ttem 2.

An issug is made of the barium limit. The barium limit in permits is arbitrary as DEQ
utilizes 1800 ug/L. This limit is too Iow pursuant to W.8. 35-11-302 (a) (vi) requiring
evaluation of a parameter considering all “facts and circumgtances bearing on the
reasonableness of the pollution involved-= .  Objective consideration of this issue
should cause the EQC to raise this standard and not lower it.

In looking at the source of barium from CBM produced water, sulfates is usually not
found in any concentration above 10 mg/L, Barium sulfate is fairly insoluble and
precipitates out easy. All waters in the Powder River Bagin pick up sulfates as the natural
clay soile contain a large amounts of sulfates. Thus whenever CBM produced barium
eaters a drainage or reservoir, the water will quickly pick up sulfates and the barium
precipitates out. Most barfum concentrations are just slightly over the limit and
precipitation cccurs very quickly.

ISP NN 2
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In Swomary of the bariurn issue, it is suggested that the EQC look at the total picture and
not just an end of the pipe requirement. It makes no sense to treat water that is going to
meet the limits from natural attenuation in a short distance. This section of the Act was
placed in for the very issue discussed herein. Make the limit higher.

(vi) (A) & (C) & D)

Humans: No known use of water right out of a CBM outfall

Animals: Limits for animal use are provided quickly due to natural attenuation with
sulfates.

Wildlife; Same as previous

Aquatic lifc: Again precipitation oceurs rapidly making concern only for a minute small
portion of a stream. Should be a very small concern.

Plant Iife: Soils expert says barium on any soils is not an issue with plants.

Sulfates:

The EQUC needs to consider the agricultural standard for sulfates is 200 mp/L. Most of
the tributaries in the Powder River Basin cannot meet this standard and the water is not fit
p for agricultural use. Wildeat Creek has been shown to have sulfates between 3000-6000
_ mg/L. Paul Rourke, a rancher on Rawhide and the Little Powder River breached his
reservoirs because they had sulfates so high it was affecting the health of his livestock. If
a tributary cannot meet agricuitural or livestock standards, why are the standards trying to
protect agricultural use?

s
L

Summary: Deny the petition and let the Legislature consider any changes or the
development of new laws.
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M. Mark Gordon — Chairman : JAN 7 9 2007
Wyoming Envi tal Quality Council ' ) .
e e Lo Terri A. Lorenzon, Director

© 122 West 25" St. Ermirarmantal Gk ,
Herschler Building, Room 1714 Environmental Quality Counct

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

January 29, 2007

Dear My. Gordon,

This evening at 5:00 p.m. marks the close of a brief 10 day public comment period regarding the
Citizen’s Petition to amend Wyoming Water Quality Rude, Chapter 2, Appendix H. :
It is with regards to this petition, that I feel obligated I must write this letter to oppose such an
amendment. In my estimation, the proposed amendments are far too restrictive, are; for the most
part, groundless, and will have devastating consequences on the oil and gas industry, the citizens
of Campbell County, and for all of our citizens in this great State.

- I have lived in Wyoming since 1979, and I have been associated with the Oil and Gas Industry all
of my Iife. I have seen the good times and I have seen the bad. I remember the not too distant past
when we as citizens wondered if we were going to make it thraugh to the next pay check. I knew a
ot of fine foiks that didn’t, and had to move on.

This Citizen’s perition is nothing short of “the squeaky wheel gets the grease”, a classic example
of a disconcerted few unable to, or unwilling to, grasp the whole picture. And most distressing to
me personally, was the unwillingness of the Environmental Quality Council to hear the comments
of the multitude of landowners who ventured down to Cheyenne two weeks ago to have their
comments heard. These are citizens who want the water, and depend on it!

w
o,

.

1 am an employee of the energy industry, a steward of the land, a sportsman, a family man, and a
very concerned citizen. I go home at night feeling good about what I do, knowing that my efforts
contribute to a robust Wyoming economy. We are a strong nation - a nation dependent on energy.
1t would be a sad day in my life should I ever have to lay off my 50 employees and turn off the
light on the way out! '

Thank you for the opportunity to express my concerns in this matter.

Respectfully,

Kevin R Mcdulay
Gillette
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To: Mr. Mark Gordon

Chairman |
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council _

122 W. 25% St ? E L E E
Herschler Bldg., Rm. 1714 . oy
Cheyenne, WY 82002 JAN 28 2007

emakin Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — WQD Chapter 2 Egﬁgznmentai Quality Council
By: The Powder River Basin Resource Council

Dear Mr. Gordon:
This letter is in regards to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking Filed 1-05-07.

I make my “living” in the methane play around Sheridan WY and Decker MT.

I strongly oppose this petition as the DEQ states it will shut in 99% of all surface discharges. This
would put thousands of people, hundreds of businesses out of work and hundreds of mineral royalty
owners without a check.

The standards already in place are below Human drinking water standards for many of the limits.
The standards do not need lowered for livestock or wildlife.

The State Engineers Office (SEO) issues the UWS — appropriation permits with the beneficial use
listed of pumping the water to surface to get the gas out of the coal. Livestock and wildlife uses are
secondary beneficial uses.

I see many fields of irrigation using methane water producing two cuttings of alfalfa each summer.

1 know of many ranchers that would be devastated in Sheridan County without the water in ponds,
tanks for livestock and on hay fields to support their operation in this 20 plus yearlong drought.

Thank you for reading my comments and I strongly urge you to vote NO on this petition filed to
circumvent the SEO and the WOGCC. This petition is not for the better good of the people or the land,

Cordially,
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January 28, 2007

Mr. Mar Gordon FILED

Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council N7 g

g JAN 7§ 1007
Herschler Bldg., Rm. 1714 Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Cheyenne, WY. 82002 Environmental Quality Counclf

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al — Revised
Version — WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordan:

My name is Jim Kor. | am a subcontractor who inspects the construction of CBM water storage
reservoirs. My function is to assure that the construction is done in accordance with the permit
requirements, the bast enginasring principlas available and to assure that there will not be a
failure of the structure when it is filled with watar. | consider this a very important part of the
water storage function and feel that the work | do is very important in maintaining the water
quality in Wyoming's streams and rivers.

The rulea change proposed to WQD Chapter 2 by the Powder River Basin Resource Council et
al would have the effect of shutting down the coal bed methane industry in the Powder River

Basin and perhaps all of Wyoming.

If the proposed rules are adopted It wili sst a precedent in Wyoming of adopting rules that are
aimed a specific industry. if Powder River Basin Resaurce Councll ef al gets their petition
accepted as a rule, they, and other groups, with similar agendas, will move forward with the aim
of targeting specific industrias in the State one by one until all mineral development has been
halted. This would have the effact stopping all growth in the state and would have a large
negative impact on ths State’s income and budgst.

1 respactifully request that you do not adopt the Powder River Basin Resource Council et al
proposal as a DEQ rule.

Thark you for your considsration of my comments.

Sin
H e
im Kor
3032 Forest Drive

Cheyenne, WY B20D1
Cell phone 307-631-0417
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To: Mr. Mark Gordon

Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council

122 W. 25" St. E E gﬂ E E
Herschler Bldg., Rm. 1714 »

v, % JAN 28 W07

Terri A. Lorenzon, Director

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking - WQD Chapter 2 | 1
- " ’ Sovironmental Quality Counc

By: The Powder River Basin Resource Council

Dear Mr. Gordon:
This letter is in regards to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking Filed 1-05-07.

I make my “living” in the methane play around Sheridan WY and Decker MT.

1 strongly oppose this petition as the DEQ states it will shut in 99% of all surface discharges. This
would put thousands of people, hundreds of businesses out of work and hundreds of mineral royalty

owners without a check.

The standards already in place are below Human drinking water standards for many of the limits.
The standards do not need lowered for livestock or wildlife.

The State Engineers Office (SEO) issues the UWS5 — appropriation permits with the beneficial use
listed of pumping the water to surface to get the gas out of the coal. Livestock and wildlife uses are

secondary beneficial uses.
I see many fields of irrigation using methane water producing two cuttings of alfalfa each summer.

I know of many ranchers that would be devastated in Sheridan County without the water in ponds,
tanks for livestock and on hay fields to support their operation in this 20 plus yearlong drought.

Thank you for reading my comments and I strongly urge you to vote NO on this petition filed to
circumvent the SEO and the WOGCC. This petition is not for the better good of the people or the land.

Cordially.  Fohw f. Custis
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January 26, 2007 | F IL ED

Mr. Mark Gardon, Chairman . o e
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council JAN 7 9 a7
12.5 W 25 St Tem A i.OreﬂZ .

: on,
Herschler Bldg., Room 1714 | Environmental Gualty oo
Cheyenne, WY 82002 e

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powdcr River Basin Resource Council et al —
Revised Version — WQD Chapters 2

Dear Mr. Gordon,

As citizens of the State of Wyoming for over twenty-three years, Roy and Rita Bellew
oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al
~ Revised Version ~ WQD Chapters 2. It is our understanding the petition would
eliminate CBM water discharges. We strongly oppose any rulemaking of this sort. We
continuc to enjoy being invited to CBM-private ponds to monitor the stocked fish. The
ponds adequate life appears productive with fish growth rate of six to eight inches four
years ago to over eighteen inches with small heads and football shape bodies. This is 2
resource the State needs to take full advantage of.

We arc fly-fisherman that practice catch and release. We enjoy Wyoming outdoors, and
encourage sound envircnmental practices to protect what Wyoming has to offer. We
have lived in the Powder River Basin for the last six years and encounters with wildlife
are hecoming more frequent. Example was this last weekend we took 2 joy-ride north of
Gillette and counted over 200.deer and traveled less than thirty miles, seen numerous
hawks and eaglcs, and encountered coyote and fox. Note, we did not mention antelope
for thete are too many to count. Another example is in the town of Gillette, last year the
city put up “Goose Crossing” signs on Warlow Drive. Jt is quit an ordeal watchiug geese
crogsing the road with all their chicks, one of those special moments. Yes, we are very
fortunate to live in Wyoming!

Thank you and the Environmental Quality Council for your wotk to protect the
enviropment in Wyoming and for considering our oppusition towards the Citizens
Petitinn for Rulemaking. If we can be of any help to the EQC, please call (307)685-1240.

Sincerely,

By 2 Pt el

Roy & Rita Rellew

3201 Echeta Rd #26
Gillette, Wyoming 82717
(307)685-1240
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January 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon

Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 West 25" Street

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Re: Wyoming Quality Council
To Mr. Gordon:
My name is Jack Cotton Jr. I am 47 years old and have lived in Campbell County for all of

my life and have worked in the Oil and Gas Industry for 30 years. I am a proud family
man who has been married 25 years and has raised two children who have both finished

college.

First off, I would like to say the rules shouldn’t be changed due to a select few ranchers or
one group’s negative opinion. The negative will never out way the Benefits. Not only will
this hurt the economic development of Campbell County and other surrounding counties
but many companies, businesses, and families as well.

Thank you for taking the time to hear my concerns on this issue.

Sincirjy(,/,

{ J-’;J ck Cotton
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Mr. Mark Gordon Y g MW o
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council SO, D ngh
Chairmanm i A kcﬁé‘{“{}@\w Co
22 W. CUae R
Ciorschiar aﬁ'gfeém. 1714 Zouiron™®

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petltion for Rulemaking — PRBRC Revised Version WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordorn:

1 am writing to voice my concern with the recent peatition by the PRBRC o ameand Chapter 2 of
the Wyoming Watser Quality Rules and Regulations. This proposed amendmaent, if adopted,
would basically halt CBM development in the Powder River Basin  The negative result would be
staggering 10 the local and state economy, and is unjustifiad.

The proposal is a very one-sided. Tha majority of surface owners with whom | have worked
with over the past 4 years, whila parmitting federal (split estate) leases, are grateful for the
CBNG produced water and the apportunities it offers them. | agree with the John Wagnet's
(DEQ-Administrator) January 5, 2007 comments and recommendation “that the proposed
petition nat be approved.”

I've included an article by the Sheridan Press (May 28, 2008) about the Taylor Reesrvoir near
Sharidan, which is used o store CBNG produced water. Through a joint effort with J.M. Huber
Corporation (lease holder), the BLM (surface owner) and the Wysming Game & Fish
Department, the reservoir was stocked with rainbow frout and opened to the pubiic for fishing.
Algo included is the BLM brachure about the reservair and how to accoss it. Thia ia g unique
banefit to the public, which will cease if the new Barium discharge limit of .2 mgfl iz adopled.

Thank you for considering my concerns to this pofition,
Sinceraly
John Vasclin

211 McKinney
Buffale, WY 82834

e osvtes CE)

Information contained in this communication is confidential and is intended only for the use of the addressee only.
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By BIN E, Wambeke
Staff reporter )

A new reservoir 1€ miles north-
cast of Sheriden near Lower
Prairie Dog Rosad is the result of
teamnwork from several antities.

Taylor Reserveir, the result of 3
joint zffort by J.M. Huber Corp.,
Baker Enerpy, the Burean of Land
Management and the Wyoming
Game and Fish Deparunent, was
stocked wifh sround 250 ratxbow
tront Wednesday by the GEF,

“People are excited about ©3,”
gaid Huber Operations Manager
Bill DeLapp,

Huber and Baker, in their five-

war_dewlupnmt ;;lans‘ callt:d fur

selected for the reservoir fit Huber
and Baker's plans and cauld be
kept sz public access lands, The
land ‘he veservolr sits on remains
BLM land.

“There's not & lot of public
sccess lands,” said John Vaselin,
envitonmental specialist for Baker.

The plan fer the reservoir was
appraved iz 2303 after Baker sod
Huber had been in contact with fhe
BLM abon! creating the meservoit.
Tte 20-foot-dep reservoir was
fipished last Fall and filled with
watey at that point. Water comes
directly from CBM wells in the
area and tunoff.

"} was a win-win situation,”
swid Chris Hansog, ficld manager

e levels remain low

18, combined with below aor-

e FHirvnm Avem ton ol wcing

Memorial Day weekend should

he admanate to safelv launch

o
i 3
V. -

for the Buffalo Field Office of the
BLM.

As the trout swam aroned their
new heme, fhose involved with the
projsct took pride in their accony
pliskments,

“The project flowesd very well,”
BeLapp said.

While the reservair has spartan
settings, Hanson said that signage
would be put up soor letting peo-
e inow the reservol is there Hz
alsc added that more grass and
shrubs would be planted 1o give
the meservoir a more patural sur-
rounding. He added that as the
BLM and the Game and Fish mon-
ior how the orizinal rainbow trout
do, *hey might add other species of
fish, Brad Hughes, flsb cultunst

Gfﬁce, who helpeé smck the ﬁs!l,
said the reservoir will be stocked
onee a yeat. He added that the
stocked fish were from the Story
Pish Hatchery and most of the 6~
to B-inch'fish werz a little over &
year cld.

Bud Stewan, Game and Rish
goplbed npatuml ges fish and
wildlife rzsources coondinator for
vorheast Wycming, asked that
fishexmen and others who use the
new reservelr trear it with respect
and clean up after themselves.

“These differeat  entities
worked together for the beaefit of
the public,” Stewart said

For more information on the
reservoirn, comtaet the Sherdan
Game and Fish office at 672-741%,

/‘?’ﬂ?’ 23, Zavé

Bl DelL.app, opemtions manager for J.M, Hubsr Corp,, raleases

Courtosy phto

ralnbow trout Into Taylor Reservol- on Wednesday atternoon.
Around 250 trout were &incked in the new resenvolr,

| Area bird count tallies 108 species

From staff and reports

released in the Bahamas (n the 1970s, found its
way to Florida in the 1930s, and kaz been
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~ Taylor Fishing Pond
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TAYLOR FIEHING POND

The Taylor flshing pond 18 a cooperative recreational
firiving araa davalnpad hy tha Ruffala Fiald Office of the
Burgau of Land Management, Huber - Natural Re-
sources and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department.

Loeatian:

The Taylor pond is located 10 miles northegst of Sheri-
dan, Wyoming on BLM public iand. To get fo tiwe pond,

- | fram Intarstate 30 take highway 336 easgt for ahout 3

miles then turn left at County road 111 (Wakeley Road/
Lower Praine Doy Roag). Trave! § miles north on
County read 1211 to County road 194. Tum fight on
County road 114 for 1.25 miles, cross the railroad track
and proceed ancther .25 miles to the sight. A parking
area 18 located off the County roaad.

Regijations:

Please consult Wyoming Game and Fish area hahing
regulationz. Recauce of the emall elzo of the area, and
prcx" ximity to area regidences, no shooting or firas are
allowad.

] Ploacs rospect this aroa and pack eut aif trash,

j Wildeat Road

7

A = Ve "

Taylor
Fishing
Pond

Wal

—— rieretate
e Sfate Highway
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January 29, 2007 o
” » ¢§
T Eh oirecio!
’ i ‘
Wyoming Environmental Quality Couneil - Loxgm%‘;;\-\w Counch
122 W. 25" §t. e ormerta! Q

Herschler Bldg.. Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY. 82002

Dear Mr. Gordon,

We are a collective group of employecs of Hettinger Welding LLC. For the most part
we all have relocated here in the Powder River Basin to make a living for our families.
1he schools here are excellent, the cost of living is bearable, the community is beautiful,
the leisure time activities are plentiful, and our jobs are great. Most of us have become
first time parents, homeowners, and concerned citizens.

We are writing to inform you of our opposition to the petition before you entitled
Petition to Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2, Appendix H. This
potential rulemaking has the ability to effectively shut down the entite CBM industry.
We would all be out of work, our homes would be foreclosed on, local businesses would
fail, the tax basc would dwindle, and we would be relocating to find new jobs.

Please understand that we are a crew of pipe liners. It is our job o put the pipe in the
ground to transport the water and the gas to various destinations. We have completed jobs
on most evety area of the basin. We are not scientists so we really do not understand
water constituents but we do understand the termns “majority” and “reclamation”. We
know that the enerpy industry makes up the “majority” when it comes to hundreds of
jobs versus nineteen landowners. “Reclamation™ means that those areas that may have
heen destrayed by what may be excessive discharge of CBM water can be repaired.

In summary we arc opposed to any petition that not only threatens our way of lifs but
also infortns us that the water we are currently drinking, provided to us by the City of
Gillette would not even pass the stringent, strangling, guidelives the petition is purposing.

Thank you for your careful consideration to this letter and please remember your job
could be indiretly affected also. g‘;{
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Jamary 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon

Chatrman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W 250 st

Hergehler Bidg,, R. 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE. Citizen Petitivn for Rulcmaking ~ Powder River Basin Resource Council et al —
Revised Version — WOD Chapter 2

© Pear Mr. Gordon:

My name is Leonard Payne and I am the owner of Sinks Canyon Consulting LU, located i Lander,
Wyoming. Todsy, I was made aware of the Citizen Petition for Rulemaling — Powder River Basin
Resuvwes Cowngil ¢f 1l — Revised Version — WQD Chaprer 2 and find that T must state my opposition to
same. As the CBM (Coalbed Methane) industry is the sole sourse of wry company husingss and incoms, 1
om opposcd to the restrictions that would be imposad by this petition. If the provisions of this petition are
approved, CBM production may well cease, o be severcly curtailed, and my business and income will
ceage as well,

Tn my opinton, if approved, the impact on the State of Wyoming will be severe and long lasting. Congider
the percentage of the population of the Stuis of Wysming euploysd b (e ol and gas industcy —
specitically CBM production. Not only will many lose their source of income, but, the State of Wyoming
will guffer with the assosinted increase in un-cmployment.

I am opposed to rulemaking thyt reduces, or eliminates, the discharge and use of CBM produced water, I
aun pppused o rulermaking that holds different standards for discharge of sub-surface water, regardless of
the methods of production.

1t 15 myy uncderstanding that the Department of Environmental Quality has reviewed this petition and, as
wiitlem, will have the effect of prohibiting most, i not all, CBM produced wator discharges. It is also my
upderstanding that the Artomey General's office has repeatedly cautioned against this petition and its
propnead rule.

Tunderstand that there may be problems with certain individuals and CBM produced dischargs. However,
these problems need to be dealt with on an issuc-by-issue basis, not by blanket changes to policy.

Any rules associated with discharge of sub-muface waters, whatever the method of production, need be
well founded on-solid scientific (geologie, hydrologie, etc.) principles. I do know that in my work within
the CBM indunstry every rffort is made to reduce or eliminate potential adverse effects to the environment
and to ropaiv damages that have proviously otowred.

Considering the stance of the Attornsy Genernl’s office, the Department of Environmental Quality; the
financial impact apon myself, my associates, and the overall impact this petition would have on the State of
Wyoming, I feel I must recommend agsinst this petition,

Please feel frec to contact me should you have any questions,

Thank Y

- a,ﬂzf/%/ ’é “% .
Leonard Paym

Sinks Canyon Consulting L1LC <

393 Washakic Sfrect
Lander, WY 82520
sinkescanyor(@gwest.net
307-3%5-8741
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Trinity Exploration, LLP
January 28, 2007
? ¥
Mr, Mark Gordon
Chairman
Wyoming Environmenta! Quality Councii
122 West 25" Street

HMerschior Bidg,, Room 1714
Choyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citzen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Counell et al -
Revised Version = WOD Chapter 2

Denr My, Gordon:

Trinity Exploration, LLP’s {Trinity] is a locally owned and operated drilling company.
As Trinity's General Manager, | have over 33 years of experience 1n the ofl and gas
industry, both domestic and overseas markets, Qur focus is on cxpanding Trindty’s
copabilitics to provide o turnkey operntion fenturing fast/mobile rigs thar minimize
envirenmental impacts,

Near<term our goal is meeting the immediate needs for drilling and exploration of CBM
wells in the Powder River Basin, the state and surrounding areas. Long term, Trinity will
be ¢ company that resches bevond foday’s needs by providing larger, deeper depth-
capacity mobile drilling rigs that will be required for future UBM cxploration and
nprodustion,

In providing this cquipment to the industry, Trinity bas invested approximately $4M in
capital, We currently employ 17 people with an average annual payroll of §1.4M Tho
projected growth of Trinity over the next three vears s estimated at approximately 524M
in capital investment with an sverage annual payroll of $8.4M.

Trinity opposes any rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability for CBM produced
water to be discharged and thus benoficially used. As 3 landowner, who ig alse invelved
in the apricultoral business arena, | have become dependent on CBM produced water for
Iivestock watering and irvigation of hay felds. Therefore, not only would Trinity suffer
businesg revenue and growth opportunitics, but my family’s ranch would suffer duetn s
lack of adequate water supply,

It is my understanding that DEQ hes locked at the petition and that as it s written it wili
have the effect of prohibiting most, if not all CBM produced water discharges. 1 strongly
oppose the setting of standards for water discharges for CBM produced waters that ave
more restrictive that for other discharges. This rule would be arbitrary if adepted as
proposed.

P,0. Box 1688 - Gillette, Wyoming 82717
Phone: 3076821153
Fuxs 307.682.2745
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I understand that problems with some individuals and ranches do exist through the
mismanagement of CBM produced water. 1 also realize that some of these probloms are
duc fo an uncooperative atfitude towmrd thelr neighbors as well as CBM operators.
However, changing water quality rules will not correct those problems. There are many
options to resolve individual conflicty that have not been pursued by the petitioners,

To securs & sirong Hinancial future tor the state of Wyoming and its residents, the DEG

ghould respond to the needs of the majority and not heed the voice of the very vocal
minority,

S%mrezy,:x) s C:bw%

Dennis Gudss
Owner/ General Mamager

DR/
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January 29, 2007
Via Facsimile (307-777-6134) and regular Mail

Mr. Mark (yordon

Chairman

‘Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W25t g,

Herschler Bldg., Rm.1714

Cheyenne, Wy 82002

Re: Opposing the Petition for Rulemaking- PRBRC et al - WQD Chapter 2
Dear My, Gordon

My name {s Bayd Abelseth and | have recently heen employed in the Coal hed natiral
gas industry. [ am a 15 year State of Wyoming certified water operator (City of Gillette},
I was hired into the natural gas industiy to work with property owosss, regulatory agents,
engineers, contractors, geologists, hydrologists, chemists, and laboratory technicians to
assist with the management of the produced water.

I can telf you that the comparny [ work for spends a lot of time and resources to evaluate
the way the water will be mupeged in the coul Dol natuedd gas fields, The company works
closely with the property owners to do their best in meeting the property owner’s needs,
however because of overly restrictive regulations we are ofien placed in 2 position that
we can not assist the property cwners in & way they would benefit from the water.

1 strongly believe thar the proposed rule making is not backed up with good science and
should not be considered by the Wyoming Environmental Quality Council for approval.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has established water qunlity standards that
are continually being evaluated and researched by the best qualified laboratory
echnicians using swe of the art inswumenss. With this said the EPA hus vsteblished 2
maximum contaminant level for Barium at 2 mg/l VS, the proposed of .2 mg/l. EPA
established this standard because of the fact that present technology and resources
indicate that 2 mg/l is the lowest leve! to which this element can be sconomically
required to be removed from water.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my comments and provide facts for insight to
the proposed rule.
Sincerely, %ﬁ;

Bovd Abelseth
503 E Laramie
Gilleite, WY 82716
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4 Fawn Court
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Ianuary 28, 2007

My, Mark Govrdon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Coungeil
122 W. 25" Street

Herschler Bldg., Rm. 1714

Chevenne, WY 82002

Re:  Oppose Petition before EQUC for Rulemaking by PRBRC 1o modify WQD Ch. 2.
Prear My, Gordon:

Tor introduction, I write to yon from dual perspectives: (1) as a family man that is nearly an §
year citizen of Gillette, proud of the growth, development, and prosperity that I've witnessed the City,
Cﬁxtz:zty, and State enjoy and comne to capect over that timeframe that in a lerge part (~1/3) is direct‘s}; ?
atiributable to & healthy and economically sound methane component of localized businesses and (2) as

————a-professional tax-naving citi ‘hose inf ¢ i ing is hi
fog citizen, whose fupure of gainful employment in Wyoming is highly dependent

C‘h" 2, 83 pmpg}s&é in the PRBRC’s Petition, will no doubt, gravely impact me and my wife’s currently,
until now, optimistic of desire of raising vur only child in the fine CCSD system {supported by CBM
ta:*;es:} & my seeking to attain retirement via a continued rewarding career within the methane business
of the PRB; I am currently 45 vears old. If the CBM industry can remain strong, without obstructionist-
biased vver regulation, another 20 vears of foreseeable employment is well within expectational reason,

on - : o g " . y 7 . 291, 3 b
the continued viability of the CBM industry heve in the Powder River BasinChangestotheWED

I gcxzﬁfa‘iiy don't discuss business al hume, but when my wife asked why was I getting nervous
about fitire employment, by making an off-the-cuff remark: “hope for the best, expect the worst”,
regarding the Petition’s implications, all I had to do was read for her excerply und Interpret facts pointed
out in the Jan. 5, 2007 letter written to your attention from John F. Wagner — DEQ, Admimistratorn,
where he keenly states: “This language (of the Petition) would have the effect of prohibiting mast, if por
all CBM discharges to the surjace.” and ©...that no CBM operator can discharge efftuent which meets
the defirition of ‘pollution’ or would cause ‘poliution’ in the receiving siream.” Hence, my family:
wife, daughter, and live-in father-in-law - all voice a silent vet similar opposition to PREBRC Petition in
that they 0o have come to love their interactions within the small town, community feel of Gillette -
and don’t want to see it change in a way that passing of this Petition will affect not only cur direct ives,
but the community as 2 whole, should the CBM industry™s cconomic viability (i.e., surface discharge) be
removed, under an “unwritten” mandate impl ying continued development ppportunity using only
extremely costly operational injection or treatment systems, as discharge alicriatives.

We came to Gillette from Houston, TX, as the CBM ‘boom” was in full swing (1999), when
most methane development was on Fee surface and before regulations became anerous in many areas. i
nave 2 M3 in Gealogy and began working here for two jointly-owned companies: 2 local drilling
contractor, Conguest Energy Services, LLC, and a small independent Operatur, Dig Dasin Sa::re§¢urf,
LLC. My assigned tasks in the 3.5 years under their employment began: ;gxn‘;igtzgg from E-logs ;:
expected coal depths and in the fisld picking the coal tops to secure a0 optimal casing set depth. Being
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i YATES PETROLELM ClRe

Bob and Ront Irwin
4 Fawn Court
Gillette, WY 82718
{367 686-8560
brirwin@ven.com

small compaies, this quickly migrated to 2 multitude of tasks and I wore many hats, giving me
exposure to CBMs broad spectum of necessitated activities for successful development. I was not enly
a geologist, but also the land/relations mau for CIS & BBP to the ranch nwners, hired crews, and public
meetings; a RBP permit agent ~ responsible for all WOGCC, SEQ, DEQ, BLM permit acquisitions and
compliance, ete.; and gafety coordinator - designing and instigating a {irst=rate safoty program for CER.
For the last 3.3 years, I've enjoyed employment with the largest independent Operator in the PRB: Yates
Petroleum Corporation, as Pederal Regulatory Agent, Haison for the company to the BLM and
landowners of surface containing Federal minerals. I produce the plan of develepment (POD)
application packages and work with BLM and landowners to meet mutual objectives 1o acquire APDs
and then see to it that each project’s development is constructed and mainiuined as the POD plan
prescribed. In the 8 years Ive been living in Gillette and working the PRB CBM Play, I've seen svery
applicable agency alter and modify “Rules” under their guidance and each time it puts one more layer of
industry expense or accountabilty in the nams of some protection, deemed necessary generally 25 a
result of rogue independent’s action or to satisfy a begrudged landowner.

I"ve also scen the industry mature. Indnstries responsible operators and their sub-contractors
have had success conforming to most of the *Rule” changes within economic reasonableness and
utilized an industry driven “peer pressure” to mudify practices to accommodate most all landowner
voiced complaints, primarily related to constructional surface disturbance excess. Migration of
developments onto Federal minerals {78% of the PRB), all under BLM regulational guidance, has mada
all companies aware and foreed them to address rectification of these past {early play, Fee minerals
dominantly) practice grievances to where: now, the known modus operandi of “minimize distutbance™ is
the norm, irregardless of mineral siatus (Fee, Federal, or State).  The DEQ has already severely
restricted surface discharge to meet limits via Whole Effluent Toxieity (WET) Testing in a large sector,
in the heart of the play, that the local community drinking water supply”s (Gillette & Butfalo) could not
meet. WQD Ch. 20 already proteets downsiream users, 5o J take a moment here to ‘aise voE §§ngiiﬂﬁ
to WYDEQ’s proposal for rule change to have future and {retrofit) existing reservoirs to be built 1o
contain the 50 yr/24 hr event in sddition w produced water. [t would proteat against all waters,
methane geneérated included, migration across tands, but how could it stil] allow usage of upstream
rumoff-derived waters, when they are all held back, or meet companies dual mmandates of “minimize
disturbance” and “retain coonomic viability” in creatinn of thess mammoth structures that nobody wanis
for posterity?

My point is that the CBM industry is under gnough governmental regulation, NOWA
Implementation of the Ch. 2 Petition will kill the play as we know it, Weter Las atways 882 2 | 1650
We've been in a droughi for over 7 years, with CRM waters being the only souree im"é Wg f
hlond” to the maiority of landowners that want the waters. Don't cut off the hand that delivers.

Ruspestfully and very concemed,

Bob Irwin

Bt
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PINNACLE GAS

0 . .
1 Bast Alger Street, Snite 206 ' ?ﬁmacle v UL zm@fi{vg;

Sheriden, Wyaming 82801  Gas Resowrces, joe. #T-6I3-8711 (Fax)

Jarygry 26, 2006

My, Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Counail
122 W. 25th 8t

Herschler Bldg, Room 1714

Chevenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Pettion for Rulomeaking — WOD Chapter 2

Dear My, Gordon,

I is our understanding that DEQ has reviewed a petition proposing 10 modify Chapter 2 of ¢
Wyoming Water Quality Rules. Pinnacle Gas strongly opposes the Citizen Pehinon for Rulen
hecanss it will reduce or eliminate the ability for coslbed produced water o be discl d and ¢
beneficially used. By changing the rule the BQC will not be protecting existing use of CBM water
by ranchers, livestock and wildlife

Alerpative options such as subswrface iﬁjectim i&ave }"6431} att smpiexi in '?3;35%; p:ﬁ'i by E’-‘émzs:sm et

surface disturbance. Both citizens of W w:}nt{mg cmd me Q?iﬂi}as indug s«, witl suffer from soonomic
Bopainned and regretid Goancial conssguences e rule s passed.

Regpectiully,
Pinpacle Gas Rasources, Ine.

.
e
- LY
.

L

Pete Schoonmaker
President/iCEG
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January 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon " § % 8 7
WyominngnvironmentaI Quality Council JAN 7§ 2007

122 W.257 st Terri A Lorenzon, Director
Herschler Building, Room 1714 . Environmental Quaily Council

Cheyenne, WY 82992
Dear Mr. Gordon,

I would like to express my opposition to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River
Basin Resource Council et al (WQD chapter 2). '

I am a graduate from Montana State University with an agronomy degree and have many
years experience in production agriculturc in Montana. My husband and I and our two children
moved to Campbell County Wyoming in 2004 from Montana. We continue to raise livestock
and I am an environmental specialist with Lancc Oil & Gas Company a subsidiary of Anadarko
Petroleum Corporation. Being a part of both the agriculture industry as well as the oil and gas
industry in Wyoming has been a refreshing change for our family. I am able to participate daily
with both industries (production agriculture and coal bed natural gas production) and have the
greatest respect for both. It is such a pleasure to see the success of these agricultural producers
which is greatly enhanced by the coal bed natural gas industry, a privilege most Montana
agricultural producers do not enjoy. In my day to day work which involves a large amount of
interaction with landowners I am able to appreciate and enjoy the hard work and commitment the
coal bed natural gas industry puts into its land stewardship including water management. I also
see the great benefit to these agricultural producers in much better land management through the
use of coal bed natural gas produced water. I personally hear stories of thousands of previously
unproductive/unused lands that are now able to be used for livestock and also enhance wildlife
through water produced by coal bed natural gas development. I could write of the many other
benefits I personaily see in the use of coal bed natural gas produced water, but want to emphasize
that this petition, if approved in any form, would eliminate all these benefits and in retwrn
negatively affect and possibly destroy the livelihoods of many people, including agricultural
producers, There are many ways for these few folks who are unable to come to an understanding
over their personal issues with coal bed natural gas development to resolve these problems
without involving the thousands of people that will be affected by their petition.

It 1s with great concern for two industries that have created a win, win for each other that 1
write in opposition to a petition that would make everyone a loser.

Thank You,

(ptteess st

Colleen Faber
Environmental Specialist
Lance Oil & Gas Company
An Anadarko Company
1400 E. Lincoln

Gillette, WY 82716
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Janusry 29, 2007 ¥ 1 % t !

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairmean ! AR 1% ’i%@?
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council Owetior
122 W. 25th 8¢, ettt A Larenziz:{‘w Counch
Herschler Bldg., Room 1714 e ronmente! Q

Cheyenne, WY 82002 -

Fax — 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemeking-Powder River Basin Resource Councxl etal-
Reviged Version-WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon,

s lam a Materials Administrative Specialist working for PSN, Inc. contracted with
Pennaco/Marathon Oil Campany in Gillette, WY, T am a Wyoming Native and
have lived in this State for the majority of my life. ITam 51 years old and a recent
Widow trying to make & living for myself. Ihave always been very supportive of
conserving our Natural Resources and taking care of our environment for the
benefit of all Wyoming Citizens. For the following reasons I CANNOT support
this Citizen Petition for Rulemaking.

o If this rule is passed, in any form, the financial ramifications to me, my fellow
employees, my company and everyone in this whole atea will be devastating. In
addition, the loss of tax revenue to the county and state from the tremendous
teduction in Coal Bed Natural Gas production will change Wyomins's revenue

picture from having 2 surplus to a deficit.

» John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Division, has written to ,
the EQC with Ius understandmg of the effects of thc propesed rule, Mx,_Yiagt)_
] h B all CBM

N NN

+ Ioppose any rule that would set siricler standards for Powder River CBM -
produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Ojl and ‘o
(as Operations. The concept of a standard is self-explanatory...it should be
applied over the entire state, The Powder and Tongue Rivers ate potf any different
from the Wind/Big Hom or Shoshone rivers, This rule is bound to be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious upon appeal,

« It is well understood by the Pennaco and other CBNG operators in the basin that
probloms with CIM water on sewe individuals® properdes might exist, In my
opinion, their view of rights they are owed is skewed beyond all reasonableness.

‘4 EL9L N



s There are workable solutions to address all their concerns and many options ate
available and have been offered for conflict resolutions concerning the petitioners,
These offers always seem to fall on deaf ears, The petitioners seem opposed to
anything but g fight. Changing water quatity rules is not a fix for those issues.

» [ oppose any rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability for coathed
produced water to be discharged and thus available for beneficial use to ranchers,
livestock, and wildlife, Water has to be in the siream and constantly available if it
ig to be bepeficially re-used.

I would also like to make the following points about this rule:

o Iam in full agreement with Mr. John Wagner when be states in his letter that it is
premature for the Council to change effluent limits when a rigorous and thorough
evaluation of this issue is only six months away,

. » This ruling could have a very huge, severe economic impact on the majority of
Powder River Basin residents and virtually state wide, Any changes need to be
derived from complete and thorough information collected from studies that are
conducted in Wyoming, with Wyoming soil.

¢ The Attorney General’s offica has repeatedly cautioned the EQC against this
petition and the rule it proposes. The EQC would be wise to heed their attorney’s
advice, Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck down as arbitrary and
capricious.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this rule. Again, pleasc register my
opposition to making this a rule or policy. Please feel free to contact me at 307-685-1112

if you have any questions regarding my opinion. 1love Wyoming and want to gee it grow
and be developed responsibly for all of it’s residents. Not just o select few, Itis a
wonder{i] state!

Sincerely,

Adlfn

Kathy L. Spear

RRASASLOSOOE AR RAGS
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BiG BASIN PETROLEUM, LLC

3105 EAST ZND STREET » P.O. BOX 1581 » GILLETTE, WY 82717-1581 » (307) 585-4210 « Fax (307) 685-4211
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January 26, 2606

Mr, Mark Gordon

Chairman Termn
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council Environ
122 West 25" Street

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Wyoming Quality Council

To Mr. Gordon:

My name is Natalie Sisti, I am 25 years old and have been a resident of Campbell County Wyoming for
the past eight years. I have worked in the oil and gas industry for Big Basin Petfroleum, LLC since
December of 2001. Not only has this industry supported my life and my famxly of six it has been a
building ground for my education and career.

Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the meeting concerning the proposed rule changed. However I
have followed closely and read many articles pertaining to this issue. From my understanding, there are
ten families and one resource council petitioning to amend the water quality rules by frying to create
regulations making it impossible for any Coal Bed Methane water discharge to pass gmdelines. In effect
these guidelines are intended to force CBM operators to shut down.

This impact would greatly damage several communities that have thrived from the financial boom due

1o this industry. As for my company, in thepast-year Big Basizhas paid over $225:000 in seygrance tax,
$4,055 in conservation taxes, and $100 OPG in county taxes. When it comes to landpwrlers, ow company
has paid over $200,000 to annual road rehtais and surface damages.
When you take into consideration the thdusands if not ten’s of thousands of lives that this mdustry
positively impacts, it'simply does not make sense to try to shut it down because ten families dc: not feel

as though they were eompensated cnougli&

i

Smccrcly,\\

) .
e
Natalie Sisti

Bookkeeper/Regulatory Specialist
Big Basin Petroleum, LLC
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January 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chaitriman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25" st.

Tlerschler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax: 307-777-5973

RE: Powder River Basin Resource Council Citizen Petition for Rulemaking on WQD Ch. 2
‘T'o: 'the Chairman of the WEQC,

We, the members of Northland Industvial Specialties, LLC a welding/fabrication and ticld
construction/services Company we wriling to oxpress our opposition in regards to the Powder
River Basin Resource Councils” Citizen Petition for Rulemaking on WQLD Chapter 2.

QOur company has scrved the Powder River Basin arca for over 10 years in various aspects of the
industrics that have supported the Wyoming economy. We pride ourselves on being a local
representative and supporter of our local economy as well as a diplomat 1o Wyoming's
development in all respects of the word.

Our company currently employs 28 Campbell County residents that range in ages of 18 -- 61
years. We are capuble of providing health care benelits as well as competitive wages duc to our
suceess i the industries scrved, thus providing viable benefits to our state and local entities,

It our understanding that the DEQ has reviewed the proposed petition and that as it is written will
have the cffect of prohibiting most, if not all CBM produced water discharge. Tt s also our
understanding that the Attorney General’s office has repeatedly cautioned against the petition
and the rule that is proposed. We would oppose setling standards on water discharge for coalbed
produced waters that are more restrictive than for other industry discharpes. We also feel that this
ruling would be arbitrary as it is proposed.

Shouald the PRBRC Citizen Pctition for Rulemaking pass, our work load and revenue would
diminish by 90%, which would result in 20 plus lost jobs. It is mind boggling as to the negative
economic impact this rulemaking could have. There are numerous benefits in which ow
community reecives from CRBM industries.
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While it is understood that there have been isolated problems with somic land owners/ranchers,
there is a vast majority that have bencflited from the use of the CBM discharged water for
irrigation, livestock and wildlifc drinking watcr in locations that had littlc or nonc duc to current
weather conditions,

Tn summary we oppose the petition to stop discharge of CBM produced water and the negative
impact on the economy locally and statewide, We thank you for the opportunity to comment on
the ruling and respectlully ask that our comments be submitted into the vecords.

Sincerel

fxngud 1. Bunkcrhuf
General Manager
Northland Industrial Spe mltzes I/{
Tel: 307-682-0263
Fax: 307-682-0977

A

RBrain M. Norstegaard
Field Construction Supervisor / Owner
Northland Industrial Speeialtics, L1LC

Ce: NIS, LLC Owners
NPS, LIL.C
Ridge Runners Investments, LLC
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(307) 660-0556

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Envirenmental Quality Council
122 W. 259 8T,

Herachler Bidg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

January 28, 2007
Dear Mr. Gordon,

My name is Joe! Hjorth, | am the president of MC Driiling, Int. We are a drilling company
in the Powder River Basin statisned out of Gillette, WY. We currently employ 15 paople
and operate 3 drilling rigs, which are solely dependent on CBM.

| am aiso a rancher in Southem Campbell County, along the Bslis Fourche River, and
run approximately 150 head of cow/ealf operation. CBM development bagan ocourring
there 7 or § yaars ago. In that period of time the banefits of CBM development to my
cowicalf operation and the wildiife thet reside on my ranch have far outwsighed any
inconveniences brought about by CEBM. Over the past few years having made my living
in both the CBM davelopment and ranching industries, | strongly belisve that these two
inclustries can peacefully coexist,

The ramifications of the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking could be davastating to my
employeas, their families, myssif, my business partner and our familiss. Wae raly solely
on the coatbed methane for the livalihood of our company. We oppose the rulemaking
that would reduce or eliminate the ability for coalbed produced water to be discharged
and uged banaficially, The bennfits of coathed produced water for ranchers, fivestock,
ard wildlife are immeasurable.

if the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking passes it could be devasteting to many aspects of
the hoam that is ocourring in Gillette. Not only would | and my business partnér be in
financlal ruin, # could algo be devastating to my emplioyees and their families. | algo
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know saveral other business owners throughout the community that rely on the money
from the GBM industry.

it Is my understanding that the DEQ has looked at this petition and the way. that it is
writtan eouild potentially prohibit most if not il CBM produced water discharges. |
understand that some problems may exist with the current discharge procedures.
Hownver, just changing the water quality rules is not a fix for the problem. There are
many othar options for the digcharged water that are not being iooked at by the
petitioners. | feal that CEM water should not be held to a higher standard than other
industrigs,

in closing; as both a business man and rancher in the area | am strongly opposad io the
Patition to Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2, Appsndix H. This coult have
devastating ramifications for both the Powcsr River Basin and the entire State of
Wyoming. Thank you for the opportunity tu comment on this important issue, If you have
any questions or comments please contact me at (307) 680-0898.

Einceorely, :

Joel Hjorth%;:i\

MC Drilling, Inc.
{307) 680-0896
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WAPITI PUMPING AND ROUSTABOUT SRV., INC

PO BOX 1881
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Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25th St.

Herschler Bldg., Rm 1714

Cheyenne, WY 32002

RE: Cifizen Petition for rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council et al - Revised
Version - WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon,

My name is Ferlin Harris. I am an owner of Wapiti Pumping and Roustabout serv, Ine.

I understand that the PRBRC has a revised petition to the EQC and if passed # would be
devastating to my company. It would shut down any or all water enhancing jobs because
the company would not be able to discharge water from wells.

I would be forced to lay off my employees and to try to sell all my equipment, but more
likely would end up filing for bankruptcy because the investment I have made in this
equipment is 8o great. My equipment has been specially built to work in the coalbed
methane to water enhance the chm wells. There wouldn’t be a demand in the market to
sell this equipment.

I own 4 semi’s, 3 pickup trucks, and am parters on the 4 enhancement pumps,

1) 16U 400 Detroit motor 3000 hrp. 4 stage pump capable of moving 3000 gallons per
minute at 1000 psi.

2) 16U 149 2000 brp 3 stage pump capable of moving 2200 gpm at 1000 psi.

3) 2 trailers with 2- 60 series Detroit motors in line capable of moving 2000 gpm at 500

psi.

these units were built for the coalbed methane wells. Total cost of these pumps are
around 2 to 2.5 million doflars. So, if this proposal passed it would cause myself and a lot
of other companies to lay off hands and bankrupt ourselves. This would be devastating to

the local community!

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider what would happen if this is passed.

Sincerely,

Ferlin ¥. Harris-President
‘Wapiti Pumping and Roustabout Serv, Inc
307-680-9001
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January 28, 2007
Mr. Mark Gordon
Chairman
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W, 25th St.

Herschler Bldg., Rm 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Ciizen Petition for rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Counc et al - Revised
Version - WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr, Gordon,

My name is Tammy Harris. I am a landowner -rancher in Campbell County. My property
has the Wildcat drainage inside the boundaries. I have been made aware of the PRBRC's
attempt to change rules for discharge of methane water and find thisto be a tembie
change and it could also be called discrimination.

1 use the methane water that is discharged for my livestock to drink. Without the water
{especially in the last few drought years), there would be No water in my pastures. If Tam
not allowed to continue to use the methane water in the fashion I have grown accustomed
to I may as well iry to sell my livestock. Tt will financially devastate me and my family.
My family will lose their way of life. I know of many ranchers who would be in the same
situation. How can the ideas of a few ruin the livelihood of all the rest of us?

I have a trout pond {which is also the pond the livestock drink from) in the pasture out
back. I planted trout in this pond about 6 years ago. They are getting huge!! If this water
is so terrible, how is it a delicate creature like trout can survive?

Most of the people out here have been drinking this “methane” water most if their lives.
They’re still here!! When I £ll my sink with water to do dishes or use the water to cook it
releases methane in my house. We are still here!!

I do not know how a person can discritninate between methane discharge and other water
discharges. If the drinking water is held at a lower standard than the methane water
discharge where is the fairness in that? Standards should be the same no matter what kind
of industry you are talking about. I know the coal mines have discharged methane water
for years. What is difference now? I feel the PRBRC has picked out the coalbed methane
people as 2 target {o harass. We live in a land of “equality”, and I hope you will keep this
in mind while considering this proposal,
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TAMMY HARRIS
145 TAYLORRD
PO BOX 1881
GILLETTE, WY 82717
307-682-4110

I believe we should work together to solve problems we all have. 1 do not however,
believe that the views of a * few” who have chosen to bully the methane companies, other
land owners, and water users to get their way; should have the only say!!

If this rule is passed many peoples way of life will be ruined. There will be men, women,
and children without any form of income. Gilletie itself will dwindle. Please take into
consideration what you could do to many, many people if PRBRC has its way.

- Thank you for your time and the opportunity to comment!! Please feel fiee to contact me

with any questions at any time. I am hopefidd all views will be carefully looked into.

Sincerely,

Tammy E. Harris ;
PO Box 1881
Gillette, WY 82717

307-682-4110

e X B
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PRIME POWER & COMMUNICATIONS, LLC,
&

PP ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Bex 1787 - Powell, Wyoming 82435 « 360 Hastings Horseshoe F g E& E §
Phone § 307-754-4725 « Fax # 307.754-2898 , :

ppc@wir.net ‘ .
JAN 7§ 20

29 Jannary 2007

Yeri A. Lorenzon, Director
Mr. Mark Gordon, chairman Environmental Quality Coundli
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 2, 25" 8t
Tlcrschler Bldg. Room 1714
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

Re: Land Use Periiion

We lave been recently advised of the petition regarding surface water discharge and would liks
to present our comments and concerns as a Wyoming Contractor’s business of over 30 years
duration. Further; the owner of this business is a Wyoming Native and does look to the future of
this State with regards to proper environmental rules and regulations, since none of us wish to
see our state become a dumping ground rather than a viable working environment for it’s

business. We understand the importance of sound environmental laws and regulations to
puide business and indusiry, Not one of us wants to ook out of our window and see a

simulation of Pittsburgh.

But we glso see danger unrelated to sensible envirommental policy looming in the petition
docrmaents e ure reading.

The word “cnvironment™ must work both ways in order for a stats to thrive. Busincss
“environment” must be considered closely celated to “ccu cuvitomuncat”®, Botkh sides scem to
kave lost the busic concepi of the need 1o balunce payrolls. for the people against the quality of
life al of us seck. Without a paycheck in today’s world, it Is a grim outlook indeed, and we
believe that ficeds to be kept firmly in mind when addressing these kinds of petitions.

Tax Revenues ~ I wonder if anyone really appreciates how much tax revenue oil and gas bring to
the state for our schools, highways, etc. It’s 2 matter of record that they contribute the lion’s
share of it, especially to our school systems. We must balance our priorities.

The economy of the state is “ror” totally dependent upon agriculture, but shares that spotlight
with industry as well, such as oil and gas productinn. We are concerned that the petition
arldresses only one concept.  One assertion in particrlar catelres the epe immedintely upon
reading the petition — page 1 - “cansing foot rot in cattle”. Tlis statement cunnot be doclared
accurate as foor rot is generally associared with kighly manuered areas and 1o blame it even in
part on water guality is one of the points we could argue as needing forensics before that kind
of conunent showld be considered in a petition to the DEQ,

Upou reading over the petition, it would seemt Qrat much of the complaint is beiy addressed i
the current permitting process, with the exception of the quanriyy which seems 1o be the main
focus. It would seem that the permitting process iself could be modified on a case-by-case
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basis depanding upon “expected use® and thew reassessed on “actual use” in a review, This
might be accomplished by meters at specific sites.

Buat the assertion/revision in the petition — page 7 - that “actaal use by fivestuch” must

somehow be megsured Iy preposteroay, How in the world wondd you areppt (o measure that?

k would seem, aiso from the documents themselves, that the water quality is currently meeting
standards set forth and extreme cantion should be used when raising the standards to-the tune of
5 - 10 times what they are now. ‘L'his is hystetia, not management. 'Phrowing the baby out with
the bath water seems reckless to us — a stranglehold against business is folly.

Marathon Oil, in particular — and we use this as our example because we have been familiar with
some of their landowner projects in the Gillette area — have been good neighbors. When ] was in
Gillette last, I personally observed blueprints on their walls that looked like huge circles
overlapping. The question was mine: and they explained that they were glant irrigation pipe
pivots that had been supplied to the landowners at Marathon expense to distribute the recycled
waste water it a rain-type application vather than the alder ditch and ground pipe irripation :
method all of us who were raised here are familiar with.  Is that not an improvement? Open
diteh lends to evaporation of the precious water, und with regards to “erosion” we have all seen
what the open ditch and ground gated pipe mothod can do in that regard.

In closing, I can’t help bat wonder how these samne landowners would reuct on another, more
striugent “petition for the revocation of maltiple use” wnd/or graging rights on the National
Furests, Weo in Wyomning are ull aware of what s happencd there — and not all of it kes been :

good.

We implore of you in our request for representation that common sense be used foremost when
coming up with your next plan. We have become a nation of “special interests™ rather than
moving forward in a rational way.




Marathon 0i1 Company 1/28/2007 2:15 PAGE 001/007 Fax Server
Y:MIL MATIK QORDON COMPANY :WYOMING ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL

FILED

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman, n

Wyoming Environmental @uality Council JAN 2§

122 W 25+ 3t . '

Herschler Bldg., Rm 1714 :Té«m A. L?{e”mng Director
environmenial Quality Coungij

Chevenne. WY 82002
January 25, 2007

RE: Citizens Pelifion to Armmend Water Quality Rules, PRB Resource Counseld st al,

Decr Mr. Sordon,

| arm aiso & cifizen of Wyoming and emploved by the CBM industry, | understand the
concerns of the petifion written by Ranching land owhers, most of which have aiso
benefited richly frorm CBM indushy in royalties fiom yas and water ploduced and have
agreed to the surface use of the land fully knowing and undestanding the processes of
obiaining methane from the ground, | belisve we can target water quality issues in
arecs that seem to have the mest problem with the ground water. | belleve thers has
to be offorfs to work with both tides of this ratter and not stictly focused on diiving out
and damaging the CBM industry by forcing therm to stop and or fix all existing in use
walls prior to this petition. Ranching landowners benefit there is no “guise” as thay state
in the Patition, thay banefit frormm CBM walls finamcially and offen complain when o wall
isn’t producing as it had in the past - aven taking matters into their own hands. when
they notice royalty checks drop and they disc benefit as users of our shared energy
these wells produce, they are sitting on both sides of the fence on this issue and they do
net represent o whole consensus on thisissue.

) /r»**’“‘\’v%%

The legal petifion seems very targeted and empathetic mainly towards the ranching
land owners but don't forget us farmilles working responsibly In the CBM Industry and the
huye financial inpact these changes would have on the CBM indushy.  In these days
of high energy costs, we should understand discovering, changing and conserving our
rescurces iy here o stay and we shouldd be focused on ways o mot drive away these
alternative sources in our energy abundant state but resolve the issues without driving
out the industries working in the US to provide and discover different forms of energy for
cill of ug to use in Wyormning and the United State:. We all use Fusl, we all use sloctricity
we all use water, yet all of us forget and take for granted where it comes from and the
cost in procassing it fakes before it's o usable farm of energy. lat’s not add to the cost
by impacting thae very industry we comme to raly on for low cost enargy. ws will only hurt

curselves,

.
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For people using land for ranching that is there industry and for people producing
aneargy it is ours we nead to co.axist harmoniocusly without serously Impacting sach
othar and adapt oz neadad 1o easonably sccommodate ecch othar. Wae have to
face it. our country relies on all sourcas of viable energy and we all uss it - Open pit
Ceoal Mining supports this area and so doss CBM by deoing away or forcing financial
changes 1o the way it's produced will lse impact CBM Companies ability to empioy
and produce here In an aiready extremely low profit Industry and energy resources In
high denand. | woik for a very 1esponsible comipany when it comes to the safety of its
employee’s with a sfrong ethical responsibility to the lands we develop and drill there
isn't @ more responsible company, we need to target the wells or areas with the highest
natural water concerms on case by case basls when it's determined. We need to werk
together and live together we need to make this a win/win situation for all and not
drive out industry that supports our economy and many families in this state, The CBM
“energy” industry is how many of us makse a living and supports our families in Wyoming
and how | have established a place for mysalf in this state and | believs these changss
will significantly affect our cost of our energy and the employrment of many peaple the
waly it is currently being proposed. and if should not be approved as petitioned. plecse
consider the impact o all of us.

Respectuly,

Gabriel R Mora
307 W Laursl 3t
Gillete WY 82718
307-682-4633

o
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PN Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman Enwvironmental Guality Councl

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25th St.

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax — 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council etal~
Revised Version-WQD Chapter 2

Mr. Gordon,

I am an HES Professional working for Pennaco/Marathon Qil Company in Gillette, WY,
workiog in the Coal Bed Methanc Industry, [ have lived in Wyoming for the past 26
years, 25 of them with mining companios. [ have seen the PRC oppose the mining
industry whep, § worked for them and when they couldn’t succeed there; I see they ure
now picking on the CBM Industry. We (the CBM. industry) are being very proactive in
the methods we are trying to come up with to control the waier issues at hand, By
allowing the PRC to pass this petition, this would be very detrimental to the economy of
WY, not to mention the economie devastation it would have to Gillette. Buffalo, Sheridan
and other surrounding areas.

The governor has encouraged the Powder River Safety Council to come up with training,
propose new regulations, ete. fom our newly formed Safety Group because there are no
current OSHA regulations that apply specifically to the CBM industry. If the governor is
asking for our help, how can your department allow this small group from the PRC 10
counteract the governor’s initiatives to help support the Coal Bed Methane Industry???

I sppose the Citizen Petition for Rnlemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Couneil of al - WQD chapter 2.
s Joppose auy rulemaking that reduces or climinates the ability for coalbed
produced water to be discharged and thus beneficially uscd.
» Water has to be in the stream and constantly available 10 ranchers, livestock and
wildlife if it is to be beneficially re-used.

AN A RS ST L

I would alzo like to make the following points about this rule:

» If'this rule is passed, in any form, the financial ramifieations to me, my family,
my fellow cugployees and my company will be devastating, In addition, the Joss
of tax revenue to the county and stale from the tremendous reduction in Coal Bed
Natural Gas production will change Wyoming’s revenue picture fiom having

surplus to a deficit.
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¢ John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Division, has written to
the LQC with his understandmg of the effects of the proposed rule. Mr. Wagner
i hibit  CBM

water discharges.
¢ T oppose any rule that would set stricter standards for Powder River CBM

produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Oil and
(Yas Operations. The concept of a standard is self-explanatory...it should be
applied over the entire state. The Powder and Tongue Rivers are not any different
from the Wind/Big Hom or Shoshone rivers, This rule is bound to be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious upon appeal.

+ it is well understood by the Pennaco and other CBNG operators in (he basin that
problems with CBM water on some individuals’ properties might exist. Thave
personally dealt with many of these individuals...in my opinion, their view of
rights they are owed is skewed beyond all reasonableness. There are many
options available for conflict resalutions that are not being pursued by the
petitioners. Changing water quality rules is not a fix for those issnes. n nearly
every case an cngincored solution has been offered to the petitioners. The
petitioners seein vpposed to anything but a fight.

s The Attorney General’s office has repeatedly cautioned the EQC against this
petition and the rule it proposes. The EQC would be wise to heed their attorney’s
advice. Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck down as arbitrary and
capricious.

Thank you for the opportagity to comment on this mle. Again, please register my
opposition to making this a rule or policy. Please feel free to contact we at 307-685-5623
of you have any questions regarding my opinion. Ilove Wyoming and do not want to
lose oy ability 1o make a living in this wonderfol state!

Sincerely, ,

Lenny Xitenburg, HE% grofessional
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairroan Temi A. Lorenzon, Director
Wyoming Enviropmental Quality Couneil Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25th St

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax — 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council etal-
Revised Version-WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon,

I am a Petrolenm Engineer hy education and the current Powder River Basin Operations
Manager by job assignment working for Pennaco/Marathon Oil Company in Gillette,
WY. Igrew up in Wyomsng, stlended high school in Sheridan and am a proud 1987

graduate of the University of Wyoming.

I oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Couneil et al - WQD chapter 2,
s T oppose rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability for coalbed produced
water to be discharged and used beneficially.
e Water has to be in the stream and constantly available to ranchers, livestock and
wildlife if it is to be beneficially ro-used,

I'would also like to make the following points about this rule:

e Ifthis rule is passed, in any form, the financial ramifications to my fellow
employees and my company will be quite significant,

s The loss of tax revenue to the county and state due to the inevitable reduction in
coal bed natural gas production will likely result in a deficit to Wyoming’s
revenue, £

» Johin Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Division, has
communicated to the BQC his understanding that the effects of the proposed rule
will prohibit most, if not afl, CBM-produced water discharges.

s I uppose any rule that would set stricter standards for Powder River CBM
produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Oil and
(as Operations. This rule will likely be struck down as arbitrary and capricious
upon appeal.

s Pennaco and other CBNG operators in the Basin are aware that problems with
CBM water on some individual’s properties may exist. There are several options
available for conflict resolution in these few cases that are not being pursued by
the petitioners. In nearly every case an engineered solution has been offered to the
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petitioners bul the petitioners scem opposed to anything but a fight. Changing
water quality rulés is not the sohation for those issucs.

» The Attorney General’s office has repeatedly cautioned the EQC against this
petition and the rule it proposes.

¢ Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this rule. Again, please register my

opposition to making this & rule or policy. Please feel free to contact me at 307-
685-5061 of you have any questions regarding my opinion.

Sincerely,

/MW -

Patrick M. ITedderman
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production services, inc.

FILED

JAN 73 2007

Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Environmental Quality Counaff

Janunary 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122w, 25" st

Herschler Bldg, Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al —
Revised Version — WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon,

My name is Sherri Schiller and [ would like to introduce our company to you. We are a
small business, out of Gillette, Wyoming, that provides oil field services to oil and gas
companies. Specifically, we provide pipelining and roustabout services for the coal bed
mcthane (CBM) industry. It bas come to our attention that the PRBR. Council is
considering chauging the rule in regards to prohibiting most, if ot all coal bed methane
discharges to the surface.

We strongly oppose the setting of standards for water discharge for CBM produced
waters that are more restrictive than for other discharges. The setting of this rule would
be an arbitrary one if adopted as proposed. This rulemaking cannot stand up, if CBM
water is held to a stricter standard than other discharged water.

We are aware and understand that problems may exist with some individuals, however,
the solution to this problem does not lic with changing the water quality rules. Many
other options are available that are not currently being pursued by the petitioners.

We oppose rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability for CBM produced water to
be discharged and thus beneficially used. As a company on the front lines in this industry,
we have seen first-hand the benefits of CBM discharged water to ranchers, livestock and
wildlife. We are aware of many ranchers who want and are reliant upon this water for
their livestock and pastures. We believe it is accurate to say that there are many more
ranchers in favor of the CBM discharged water, than those who are opposed.
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The abundant livestock of ranchers and the wildlife of Wyoming is respected and
appreciated by the people who live and work in this great state. Companies such as ours
take great pride in making sure that the land is restored to its natural state so that the
livestock and wildlife continue to flourish. We work extensively with a CBM discharged
water purification system to ensure the quality of water meets the highest standards
possible. (See enclosed photo of system in its working state).

By changing this rule, the EQC would not be protecting the existing use of CBM water
by ranchers, livestock and wildlife. Ranchers will suffer greatly, if this rule is passed.

We would like, respectfully, to remind you of the financial ramifications this rulemaking
would have on a large number of individuals. This includes, but is not Limited to the
hivelihoods of our company that consists of five officers and their families, as well as our
25 employees and their families, other subcontracting companies providing the same
services, as well as the numerous individuals employed by the oil and gas industry. (See
enclosed photo of some of our employees).

This wouid also put a significant financial burden on the north central portion of the State
of Wyoming, as well as the entire state should gas production be reduced and/or possibly
eliminated. This could potentially impact the entire nation with regards to providing a
viable source of energy.

Also, we would like to remind the EQC that the Attorney General’s office has repeatedly
cautioned against this petition and the rule it proposes. We feel it would be in the best
interest of the EQC to heed their attorney’s advice.

We thank you for the opportunity to comment on this petition issue. Should you require
additional information or have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact either of the
gentlemen below at 307-686-8123.

T Al
%xﬁ ‘522’ ‘l}er\/j T

Secretary / Treasurer, Owner

Roland Schiller

Vice President, Gwner

Brian Ogden

Supervisor
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Mr. Mark Gordon — Chairman - Tem A, Lorenzon, Director
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council =mironmental Quality Coune
122 West 25™ Street

Herschler Building, Room 17 14
Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking, Powder River Basin Resource Council, Revised
Version

Dear Mr. Gordon:

My name is Scott L. Fairfield and I am a concerned resident and homeowner in Campbell
County Wyoming. [ have been employed in the oil & gas industry all over the United
States for the past 27 years as a geologist and for the past 8 years as a gas measurement
supervisor in the Powder River CBM gas play. These 8 years were spent with Northem
Border Pipeline and now with Rawdy Pipeline L.L.C.

I oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Resource Council et al —
Revised Version - WQD Chapter #2. [ feel that the majority of all CBM opsrators are
prudent stewards of the natural resources and practice very good controls to protect the
natural environment and wildlife during the drilling, completion, production and
abandonment of the CBM wells. Asg I read the petition, I noticed that the water quality
standards proposed were much stricter than the standards for human consumption water
quality. Does this mean that we as citizens of Wyoming are endangering our health by
conswming “bad” drinking water? In my daily travels for work, I have met many ranchers
who want and benefit from the active produced water discharge permitted sites. I
understand that Wyoming DEQ has looked at the petition and that as it ig written it will
have the cffect of prohibiting most, if not all CBM produced woter discharges and as you
know., no water production then no gas produced and the producers move on to other gas :
producing regions of the United States. [ very much enjoy living in Wyoming and would
hate to have to move my family to another state so I could remain gainfully employed.

Leonomically, passage of this rule would be catastrophic not only to me and my family
but also to the State, County and local economy. As an example two large capital
projects, new Multi-cvents center and new Fire station, are currently being built in
Campbell County and I believe a large portion of the funds will be coming from
taxpayers and residents that are employed in the CBM industry.

I want to thank you for allowing me to voice my concerns and do hope you will not
approve the petition. If you want to contact me, I can be reached at (307) 299-6837 or at

my home address listed below.
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Scott L. Fairfield
6807 Andre Court
Gillette, WY 82718
(307) 687-7597

YATES PETROLEUM CORFP
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JIM’S WATER SERVICE, INC 1409 Echeta Road, Suite B
COALBED METHANE DIVISION Gillette, Wyorzing 82716
Office: 307-682-1813

Fax: 307-682-1834

Email: jbl jwscbm@ven.com

gir. Mark Gordon AN 28 yiiill
gjéo‘;{nn;% Eg\trironmental Quality Council Terti A wemni‘ D"‘rggﬁcﬁ
Herschler Bldg. Rm. 1714 nronmental QU2ITy
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Re: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking ~ Powder River Basin Resource Council et al- Revised
Version — WQIJ Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

Jims Water Service, Inc would like to take this opportunity to present our opinion and
information regarding the above mentioned Citizens Petition to Amend Wyoming Water Quality
Rule, Chapter 2, Appendix H filed December 7, 2005 by the Powder River Basin Resource
Council and several of its members.

A

Upon extensive review of the proposed Petition, I would like to begin with the Beneficial Use
issue of water quantity and quality.

Fach WYPDES Permit issued by the Department of Environmental Quality is meticulously
reviewed before approval. Research data is required by “ALL” parties involved in this process
and once approved, permits are issued with a Water Quantity (Flow in numgd) limit as well as
Water Quality (constituent limits) specific to the area outlined in the permit. Under the approved
permit(s) issued, each operator is regulated and required to monitor and comply with very
stringent rules and guidelines. The operator employs and coutracts numerous engineers,
hydrologists, geologists and other experienced and expert personnel 1o track, monitor and report
to the appropriate governing agencies the required dats as outlined in the WYPDES Permit.
Inspections are made randomly and at times without notice by DEC} staff to assure compliance
with CBM produced water containment and overflow should the operator be permitted to do so,
samples are pulled in the field and constituent levels are monitored very closely within the
confines of the permit. The Operator is required under the permit to acquire and maintain
Statements of Beneficial Use from each Landowner involved and that Landowner has extreme
input as to whether or not they waut the water contained In a reservoir, for stock watering, for
irrigation etc. and bolds the right to say whether or not they want the production water at all. The
Landowner and the Operator have the responsibilify to see to it that the Beneficial Use of
Production Water is controlled and maintained as agreed upon and the Operator has the
responsibility of compliance with the WYPDES permit itself. Therefore, water quantity and
quality are both supported by the rules and regulations, statutes and gpoverning faw making DEQ's
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regulation and permitting very effective for CBM produced water. We respectfully ask that
Councit DENY the Citizens Petition to modify the language in Chapter 2 Appendix H, Permit
Regulations for Discharges to Wyoming Surface Waters...

Now, let’s address the Effluent Limits portion of this PRBRC Petition. There are currently limits
imposed for Barium and written in the WYPDES Permit as regulated and required. The Council
must consider the facts on this issue and not be swayed by public intimidation, erroncous
accusations and assumptions. All I will say at this point is refer to W.8. 35-11-302 (a) (vi). The
statute is elearly stated.

When you lock at the overall, long term effects of this Petition, the PRBRC is basically trying fo
shut down CBM operations by proposing rule changes that will be detrimental to the CBM
Industry, the State of Wyoming and its® population. Millions have been disbursed on water
quality and quantity technology to aide the industry in trying to remain compliant with ALL
governing agencies criteria. Thousands of citizens will be affected in numerous ways that will be

devastating for cities, counties, schools and the State as well as operators, producers, contractors,
employees and their families. The full economic impact remains unknown, but guaranteed futures
would certainly be grim and the impact phenomenal.
Given the extensive review and consideration these issues have already received during the !
rulemaking efforts, Yims Water Service, Inc respectfully requests the EQC deny the proposed
petition to amend the Chapter 2 regulations.
We appreciate this opportunity to comment and thank you for your consideration of these
‘K ‘ comments. ;
$b & ;
Jlia A. Brown, CBM Division
Jims Water Service, Inc
A Wyoming Corporation
IWS/ib :

S e
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Terrt A. Lorenzon, Director

Mr. Mark Gordon Environmental Quality Councl

Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Couneil
122 W. 25" Street

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council

Dear Mz, Gordon,

My name was wrongfully mentioned as a Landowner in this petition. I do not currently, nor have |
ever had a problem with Coal Bed Methane. My family works in the methane industry, including
my son and daughter-in-law. In fact, ] was in contact with a law office representing the Powder
River Basin Resource Council and specifically requested that if my name was on there, it be taken
off. They assured me that my name was not on the petition. [ intend to take any necessary action
to clear my name from any involvement in this matter. I feel that since the majority of the
Landowners mentioned in this petition have received benefits of some sort from the Coal Bed
Methane Industry that I have to question the reasoning behind this petition. 1 look at the positive
impact it has made in so many peoples” lives, including theirs and think how devastating these

changes could be to so many others.

Sincerely,
Glessie Clabaugh

102 Oregon Street
Gillette, WY 82718
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, i f
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman :»{er:énﬁ;né;?;?néigsﬁ?igg}%m
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council =V
122 W. 25™ st.

Herschler Building, Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Dear Mr. Gordon,

On behalf of Kennedy Oil and its employees, we wish to express our opposition to the
Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council et al - WQD
chapter 2. QOur entire operation would have to be completely shut in if this petition is
passed. There is no possible way that the industry, as a whole, would be able to comply
with the standards that are being proposed.

Kennedy Qil has strong relations with many of its landowners who have received
numerous benefits from coalbed produced water. All of our discharges are fully
contained in reservoirs. Many ranchers receive the needed water for their livestock and
wildlife through coalbed produced water, water they would not have otherwise due to the
drought conditions within the state.

The financial ramifications of this would be detrimental to the entire state, let alone the
35 employees of Kennedy Oil. We would be without jobs, and without jobs we would
not be able to stay in Gillette or even Wyoming. It would affect the entire infrastructure
of Wyoming.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our opinions. Mr. Kennedy will be sending an
additional letter addressing the proposed changes.

Sincerely,

The employees of Kennedy 0il
700 W. 6“ Street

Gillette, WY 82716
307-682-1625%

See attached signatures
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RICHARDSON OPERATING COMPANY

5600 South Quebec Street, Suite 1308
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
{303) 830-8000 Fax {303) 330-8009

FILED
JAN 28 2007

Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Environmental Quality Councll

January 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chariman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
Herschier Bidg., Room 1714

122 W. 25™ Street

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking
Powder River Basin Resource Council.

Dear Mr. Gordon,

Our company recently purchased a drilling company as well as a workover
company in the Powder River Basin. We currently employ over 50 persons
working primarily on CBM wells, If this pelition is passed, not only will it affect
our employees, but i will also affect ocur families and numerous Wyoming
communities as well. There are so many people in this industry that rely on CBM
as their sole source of income. The negative impact of this petition would not
only be devastating on the communities of Wyoming but an our nation as a
whole. Exploration and preduction in Wyoming can easily continue with laws and
regulations that are reasonable. This petifion is completely unreasonable.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.
Sincerely yours,
RICHARDSON OPERATING COMPANY

Vice President

A NNV ATy
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Dear Mr. Gordon: j’&'& £ F
recior

. & Lorenzon, Dt il
I am providing comments based on a petition that was proposed to the Envir,gwgﬁ%qﬁglmaﬁbj Counss
Council (EQC) by the Powder River Basin Resource Council (PRBRC) concBFR uent limits

put on CBM discharged water. There are many proposals in the pefition that | strongly oppose

and | am stating in summary those items. It seems that that PRBRC has not put a lot of thought

or good science into their proposals. | am empiloyed by a consulfing firm that works directly with

CBM operators, Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (WYDEQ), and landowners that

have CBM leases on their lands. in my experience of dealing with CBM operators and

landowners through the process of creating Pians of Development, | have seen that most, if not

all landowners involved, welcoms the additional water and storage that CBM discharges create.

The following points describe the potentially damaging thought processes that the PRBRC has

proposed to the EQC.

1. The PRBRC proposes that “no discharge water may causse the release of any chemical
or chemical compound®. Show me a body of water. in the state of Wyoming that contains
no naturally oecurring chemicals or chemical compounds received from typical run-off
water, This proposal would effectively shut down nearly all of the CBM operations in the
Powder River Basin. The petition proposes ridicuious fimits on constituents such as
barium to be one tenth of the drinking water standard. Agein, how could this replicate
naturally occurring bodies of water in an arid region such as Wyoming? The petition also
proposes limitations that are not found in other reaims of the oil and gas industry.

2. All ltems that the PRBRC proposes woult have a dramatic effect (not in a good way) on
privats and government amployment as well as local and state economigs. There is a
fiuge employment base revolving arcund CBM development that wouid be critically
affected if policies reflecting the PRBRC's proposal-were implemented. | believe that this
would hurt all parties involved: BLM, WYDEQ, CBM operators, private consultants that
mitigate the processes to discharge water, and local communitias that have felt a positive
impact from the influx of families that have moved to the area to work in the industry.

3. The PRBRC fails fo realize that most of the CBM discharged water Is used and
welcomed by landowners for irrigation and stock-watering. This is considered beneficial
use of this water. As everyone in the state knows, Wyoming has been experlencing 2
long-standing drought that appears to have no end. Who knows what the future holds for
many landowners that have bsen relying on water from CBM discharges if CBM
operators are no longer able to discharge to the surface. Similarly, wildlife popuiations
that would normally be hard pressed to exist in some parts of the Powder River Basin
have increased due 1o resenvolrs that conlain CBM discharged water,

That being sak, | fael that the PRBRC doesn't sgem to care about the outcome or subsequent
events that would transpire If the CBM industry had o follow unreascnable discharge regulations
based on unfounded science. There is hard scientific evidence that has been collected for nearly
a decade that shows that with intelligent care, forethought, and sound sclence we can discharge
CBM water on the surface and still minimize effects fo our solls and waterways and benefit i
averyone involved. It would be unconscionabie to let a group of people that refuse to stop and
took at the facts, bring an industry o its knees that has brought s6 much to the state of Wyoming.

| thank you and the Council for the opportunity to comment on a situation that may affect myself
and others in a very personal way.
We can all WiNII

Beau J. Bargstrom
CBM Associates, inc.
500 W. Lott St
Buffalo, WY 82834
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Re: Proposed rule changes by the PRBRC. '
Terri A. Lorenzon, Director

To Whom It May Concern: ' Environmental Quality Coung

Thark vou for the chance to respond as you consider a petition for rule changes in regard to the definition
of water and its contents as a polhitant. Please acoept these comments from a layman with regard to the
science, but also as an astude obscrver who hag years in this area and in the CBM field.

With the initiation of CBM drilling in 1998 we also saw the beginning of a drought (could any problems
that might exist be related to this more than anything else). During these last 7 or 8 yeats I have marveled
at the increase in wildlife in the areas where CBM fields are developed and the produced water is collected
in reservoirs, in spite of the drought. As we develop these fields one of the most requested items during
surface contract discussions is the provision of water taps and reservoirs for agrioultnral nses. While my
experience carrics no statistical weightt, it is interesting to me that T have never talked to a land owner that is
opposed 1o CBM development except those who do not own the mineral rights or those in the duoal estate
sitoation who don’t share in the development proceeds. Ihope that we don’t Ict pscudo scientific
definitions be uscd as a club fo beat on us in the name of environmiental protection if the real issue is anfi-
development,

I do have a stake in the continued development of the CBM resource. I consult for pipeline companies in
the development of gathering fields and compression stations. As Gillette has also seen a shortage in
housing as this area grows, I am developing a subdivision that targets workers in search of affordable
bousing. Gillette is 2 wonderfil place and is growing responsibly. Both the city and the county bave
learned from the booms and busts of the past and are regulating current growth is a good way.

1 hope that the proposed rule changes will be rejected in that they are more restriciive than even the mles
for drinking water in our community. Although I"m no scientist, I can’t help but recognized that something
is poing terribly wrong when water that I drink every day would be considered a pollutant under the new
rules. This is water that will be used to water livestock and wildlife as well as irrigate crops.

Please accept these comments against the adoption of the proposed nule changes.

Lot 0

P. Pope
905 Clarion Dr. 4
Gillette, WY 82718
307776803840
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Tou: Mr. Mark Gordon

Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25% St

Hergchler Bidg., Rm. 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulcimaking — WQD Chapter 2
By: The Powder River Basin Resource Council

Dear Mr. Gordon:

Jan-28-07 4:44PM; Page 1/2
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Tem A i.arenzaﬂg_ ngﬁ;ﬁﬁ
Environmental Guaiiny

This letter is in regards to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking Filed 1-05-07,

I make my “living” in the methane play around Sheridan WY and Decker MT.

T strongly oppose this petition as the DEQ stutes it will shut in 99% of all surface discharges. This
would put thousands of peuplc, hundreds of businesses out of work and hundreds of mineral royalty

owners withoul a check.

The standards already in place are below Human drinking water standaids for many of (he limits,

The standards do not need lowered for livestock or wildlife,

The State Engineers Office (SEQ) issues the UWS5 — appropriation permits with the beneficial use
listed of pumping the water to surface to get the gas out of the coal. Livestock and wildlife uses arc

secondary beneficial uses.

T see many tields of irrigation using methane water producing two cuttings of alfalfa each summer.

I know of many ranchers that would be devastated in Sheridan Cournty without the water in ponds,
tanks for livestock and on hay ficlds (o support their operation in this 20 plus yearlong drought.

Thank you for reading my comments and I strongly urge you to vote NO on this petition filed to
circumvent the SEO and the WOGCC, This petition is not for the better good of the peoplce or the land.

Cordially,

NtMM
P.o. doR 917
RS torw, wY YTREY
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Cedekoven E.xcavating & Canstruction, LLL
PO Hox 206
Gallette, WY 82717

307-660-0861
January 29, 2007
e P . . ) - % zﬁ
I regards co: Cirizen Petition for Rule Making - Powder River Basin Resource Chuncil 45 A §

Mark Gorden

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W, 25tk St ’
Herschler Building, Rm, 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Dlrecior

s v
LOUnG

Dear Mark Gerden,

SUBJECT: ETAL-REVISED VERSION - WOD CHAPTER 2

Qﬁdﬁi{i}‘i&ﬁ Excavating & Construction bases over 90% of our business in the merhane industry
thzoughout Campbell and Johnson Counties, We employ anywhere herween 7-16 employees throughous
each vear, providing top wages. We pride ourselves on providing safe, efficient business practices for nor
only cur customers but for the land owners as well. Our lively hood, as well as those we employ depends
hesvily on the methane indusory, ’ ( ' )

i,

Camphbell County has seen a significant increase in business relared growth for past several year
Landowners and ranchers have benefited immensely from the methanc industry. Land dmprovement,
water access, and revenue are just a few of the benefits many have experienced due to the methene
industry. Campbell County, johnson County and many others has seen an increase in the population and
housing growts directly related to the methane operations that have grown over the past years. Warer is
mote accessible for livestock, wildlife, and many dry creek beds now have an sbundance of water. Thisis
especially important since we have been experiencing major droughts and wild fires for several years
oW,

it is vital to our company as well as the community thar the methane industry is afiowed to graw
withour being encumbered by politics and concinnal delays in issuing parmits. The methane ;.masz;{;-
{ers i Srar 3 " pe n hecoming seib
supplies a vital role in energy. allowing the United Srates to fake one mere Siep ik i‘xu‘mn§ sell
dependant on local rescurces, rarher than from abroad. The more resources the nati ;’m can z}gmLe :ﬁi
» Y . X 2 Y N . ¢ £ PR zg),‘, ™
profit from, the better for all those involved, whether it be laboring in the mat:i?am: fzz ;df or u{{ﬁ 1:;3;::% the
energy as far away as the east cosst. To hinder merhane operations would have an 20VELse HCCH OR A0C
econeray, businesses, and the local and surrounding areas.

sions that may have an adverse affect on owr

ske all thinge into consideration when making deci
Please take all things into consideraton wher g and experiences. Thank you.

furures. Blease feel free to contact us in regacds [O OUr OPEratinns, OpLUOHS,

Sincerely,

Roger OedekovEh
Owner ‘ )
Oedekoven Excavating & Construction, LLC



e,

Mr. Mark Gordon § E EE E E

Wyoming Environmental Quality Conneil JAN 7 9 o007

122 W. 25" 5t. L

Hersohler Building, Room 1714 _Temi A Lorenzon, Director
Cheyenne, WY $2002 =nvronmental Quality Counc

Fax. 307.777.6134

Dear Mr. Gordon:
1 am writing this letter to you regarding the petition, submitted by the Powder River Basin Council, to
amend Wyoming Waler Quality Rule, Chapter 2, In short, I do not agree the rule should be amended.

The petition is unfair to the landowners who benefit from the CBM discharged waters. Jt is unfair to the
CBM industry, its operators and Wyoming citizens and their farqilies who benefit from the quality jobs.

I work surveying reservoirs associated with the CBEM industry in the Powder River Basin . I have
worked on many ranches in the area and generaily speaking the landowners are very interested in baving
the water for their livestock and or irdigation purposes. Muny of the lundowners are excited when the
water development occurs on their ranches.

The newspapers and other media outlets seldom seem to publish any of the positive aspects of CBM
development. I was working on the Floyd ranch along Wild Horsc creck and the late Frod Floyd told me
their yearling steers were averaging 50 pounds heavier after the development of CBM water on their
ranch. He attributed it to his caitle having to trail shorter distances for water. The negative affects of
catile trailing to water can be seen all over the Powder River Basin with trails tuming into deeply cut
scarg from overuse and the accompanying erosion from water and wind.

Mauy of the arcas ranchers feod it is impossible (o get 4 positive word in about the development Gt bas
occurred on their ranches. I have been told that Wyoming news outlets are not interested in publishing
their stories. 1t certainly seems that way if you follow the only statewide newspaper in Wynming. I have
heard ranchers talk excitedly about water development on their places where drought and simpie
economics have kopt them from utilizing large portions of their range holdings.

My job in the CBM industry has allowed me to provide for my family, plan for my kids future, and
texnain in Wyoming as a 5% gencration native of this great State, along with providing additional jobs
for other Wyoming citizens, I am not alone, thousands are bepefiting from well paying jobs, the States
coffers are flush with fax doliars providing services, investments, and hope for Wyomings future.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment,

Y A

Mike Lowham
Ml Swrveying LLC
307-761-0612 cell

YN e v A e neae:
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chariman gi%%f&e%%? Qualiy Coune!

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

122 W, 25" Street

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE. Citizen Petition for Rulemaking
Powder River Basin Resource Council.

Dear Mr. Gordon,

We have performed reworking operations on TBM wells for many years, We
employ an average of 15 employees in the Powder River Basin. If this petition is
passed, not only will it affect our employees, but it will also affect our families and
numerpus Wyoming communities as well. There are so many people in this
industry that rely on CBM as their sole source of income. The negative impact of
this petition would not onfy be devastating on the communities of Wyoming but
on our nation as a whole. Exploration and production in Wyoming can easily
continue with laws and regulations that are reasonable. This petition is
completely unreasonable.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.
Sincerely vours,

KNIGHTEN WELL SERVICE, LLC

e

Patti L. Davis
Vice President

Corporale Headguarters
5800 South Quebec, Suite 1308 + Greenwond Village, 5O 80111e (303) 830-8000 ¢ Fay (303) B30-8009
Dauglas Field Offica
Pogt Office Box 881 + Douglas, WY 82633 + (307} 355-5262 + Fax (307) 3585723
Giliette Flaki Office
Past Offica Box 2767 4 Glllette, WY 82717 « (307) 682.3618 + Pax (3D7) 682-6205
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January 29, 2006

Dear Mr. Gordon:

My name 15 Brian Royer and [ am a Praject Manager in the Powder Basin for Marathon
Oil, in Gillette, WY T am writing to oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking -~
Powder Rivor Basin Resourec Council et al - WQD Chapter 2.

It is my understanding that DEQ has looked at the petition and as it is writien, will have
the effect of prohibiting most, if not all, CBM produced water discharges. I do not agree
with setting standards for water discharge for coalbed produced waters that are more
restrictive than for other discharges. This rule seems arbitrary if adopted as proposed. 1
do vnderstand that problems with some individuals might exist, however, changing water
quality rules is not a fix for those solutions. However, there are maany, many landowners
who have said, “don’t shut down the watey — we use it and appreciate it”, There are
many oplions uvailable for conflict resolutions that are not being pursucd by the
petitioners. By changing the rule, the BQC would not be protecting cxisting use of CBM
water by ranchers, livestock and wildlife, and ranchers will suffer direct damage if the
rule is passed. If CBM water is held to a stricter standard than other discharged water,
this rule could not, and would not stand. It is also my understending that the Aftorney
General’s office has repeatedly cautioned against this petition and the rule purposed. I
feel you would be wise to heed your attorney’s advice. This rule should he struck down

as bias and obsolcte.

In summary, I oppose the rulemaking that reduces or climiuates the ability for coalbed
produced water to be discharged and thus beneficially used by ranchets, livestock, and
wildlife. There could be serious financial ramifications to myself, my associates, as well
as the State, just to name the obvious, should gas production be reduced. I ask that you
deny the request to prohibit CBM produced water discharges.

1 appreciate your time and congideration to this very important matter.

Sincerely,

T 1LED
S FLLE

Rrian W. Boyer BN 2% 4
Marathon Oil 700, a&re&’iﬁfﬂ%
Projeet Manager-Powder River Basin Tarth Ar;_; %'L;g;? sy Counch

8B RIS 9
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_Teni A. Lorenzon, Director
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chaimman znvironmental Quality Council
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 w. 25™ Street
Herschier Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council.

Dear Mr. Gordon,
We have been drilling CBM wells for many years, previously known as Swanson

Drilling. We employ on average of 22 employees here in Gillefte, Wyoming. If this
petition is passed, not only will it affect our employees, but it will also affect our families
and our community as well. There are so many people in this industry that rely on CBM
as a source of income, for many of them it is their sole source of income! We cannot
express enough the negative impact this would have on so many peoples’ lives. We
ask that you strongly consider how devastating this would be to the entire industry.

Thanking you in advance for your time and consideration!

RZ ca Clabaugh

Office/Safety Manager
SAGE DRILLING, LI C
P.O. BOX 2767
GILLETTE, WY 82717

Corpomate Headquarters
5600 South Quebec, Suite 1308 # Greenwond Vittage, CO 80111+ (303) 830-8000 ¢ Fax (303) 830-8009
Gillette Field Office
Paost Office Box 2767 + Gillette, WY 82717 ¢ (807) 682-3818 + Fax (307) 682-5205
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Terrt A, Lorenzon, Director

Mr. Mark Gordon environmental Quality Councll

Chairman

Wycming Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25" Street

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council

Dear Mzr. Gordon,

My name was wrongfully mentioned as a Landowner in this petition. 1 do not currently, nor have 1
ever had a problem with Coal Bed Methane. My family works in the methane industry, including
my son and daughter-in-law. In fact, I was in contact with a law office representing the Powder
River Basin Resource Council and specifically requested that if my name was on there, it be taken
off. They assured me that my name was not on the petition. I intend to take any necessary action
to clear my name from any involvemenit in this matter. I feel that since the majority of the
Landowners mentioned in this petition have received benefits of some sort from the Coal Bed
Methane Industry that I have to question the reasoning behind this petition. I look at the positive
irnpact it has made in so many peoples” lives, including theirs and think how devastating these

changes could be to so many others.

Glessie Clabaugh
102 Oregon Sireet
Gillette, WY 82718
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Bink SheTRtanss - 3 b3 307} 751-0280
RO. Box 638%% . ek #1: (307) 7510513 F E Eg E 3
8ig Horn, WY 82833 Troek #2: (307) 751-0533
JAN 7 ¢ 2007

% shop: (307) 673-0760
Dear Sirs: Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
car Sirs: ' Environmental - Guality Courngil

My name is Bink Sherman and I am the co-owner of Big Horn Water Wagon. We
provide water hauling services and frac tank leasing for several of the Energy companies
currently operating in the Powder River Basin.

I have recently been made aware that the industries ability to comxnue producing methane
gas is being threatened by the DEQ regarding the Citizens Petition for Rulemaking-
Powder River Basin Resource Council er al-Revised Version-WQD Chapter 2.

I do not belicve that there are enough concrete facts available for anyone to make an -
educated vote on a rule that would profoundly affect the livelihood of so0 many and the
revenue this industry makes available to the counties: We have been involved with the
industry for seven years and as a result have seen the positive impact that the CBM
industry has had on the land owners and the environment. We and many of our
associates have supplied CBM water for livestock, seen it used extensively for hay crops,
fought fires with it and saw a private fishing pond developed for youth fishing. All of
this was accomplished with CBM water,

Our business currently has 10 employees all of whom are the soul providers for their
individual families. Should these revisions being recommended by the Powder River
Basin Resource Council be implemented it would have a devastating impact on them as
well as all of the other individuals and families whose income relies on the gas industry.
The University of Wyoming is currently conducting a study of the environmental impact
of CBM water on the environment and is due to be completed by July. Ido not believe
that there are cnough facts available for anyone to make an educated decision on a rule
that would so profoundly effect so many. This is an extremely serious issue and deserves
to be approached with great care and concern for all involved. Let’s wait until all the
factsareinheforeadecisionisarbiuarﬂymadebyaf&wminfotmed.
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LANCE OiL & G"WPANY, INC.
1400 E. Lincoin « Gil , Wyoming 82716
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Mr. Ma ordon, Chairma o <
Mark Gordo man Terr A. Lorenzon, Direcor

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25" st. '
Herschier Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax — 307-777-86134

Re: Oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Council et al-WQD chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

My name is Lor Barlow and | wark for Anadarko Petroleum in Gillette, WY as a
Land Specialist. | generate surface damage payments 1o our customers, as well
as speak with them about upcoming work and events pertaining fo their land.

My husband is David Barlow and he works for Cate Equipmenf in Gillette, WY as a
Parts Manager. He sells parts for the drilling rigs located at the mines and also
rents and selis compressors to various methane companies throughout our area.

't am writing to let you know | disagree with this rulemaking because if the
discharge of CBM produced water is prohibited or eliminated; it will greatly impact
both my job and my husband’s job. It could actually efiminate my job. My

-husband and I need our jobs to pay bills and afford housing and groceries.

: Thank you for the apportunity fo comment on this situation. If you have any
questions for me, you may contact me at 307-685-5713 or email me at’
Lori.Barlow@Anadarko.com.

Sincerely,

Senior Land Specialist

Lance Oil & Gas Company
Anadarko Petroleum Company
1400 E. Lincoln

Gillette, WY 82716

Environmental Quality Counclt
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To: Mr. Mark Gordon
Chairman FILED

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council

122 W. 25" St a0 o
Herschler Bldg., Rm. 1714 JAN 2 9 2007
Cheyenne, WY 82002 Terrf A, Loren zon, Director

Environmental Quality Counci

RE: Citizen Potition for Rulemaking — WQD Chapler 2
Dy: The Powder River Basin Resource Council

Dear Mr. Gordon:
This letter is in regards to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking Filed 1-05-07.

Tmake my “living” in the methane play around Sheridan WY and Decker MT.

1 strongly oppose this petition ag the DEQ statcs it will shut in 99% of all surface discharges. This
would put thousands of people, hundreds o businesses vul of work and hundreds of mineral royalty
owners without a check,

The standards already in place are below Human drinking water standards for many of the limits.
The standards do not need lowered for livestock or wildlife.

The State Engineers Office (SEQ) issues the UW5 — appropriation permits with the beneficial use
£ listed of pumping the water to surface to get the gas out of the coal. Livestock and wildlife uges are
| secondary heneficial uses.

| see many fields of irrigation using methane water producing two cuttings of alfalfa each summer.

Y know of many ranchers that would be dovastated in Sheridan County without the water in ponds,
tanks for Hvestock and on hay [ields (o supporl their opuration o this 20 plus yearlonyg drought.

Thank you for reading my comments and T strongly urge yon to vote NO an this petition filed to
circumvent the SEO and the WOGCC. This petition ig not for the better good of the people or the land.

Cordially,

Sy —
“752? (‘;ﬂ" )Qwa &
Shecdan, Wy 8580
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman
Wyoming Environmental Quality Control :
122 W 25% St FI1LED
Herschler Building, Room 1714 ‘ _
Cheyenne, WY 82002 AN 29 200

Ter A. Lorenzon, Director
Dear Mr. Gordon, Environmental Quality Council

This letter is to state my opposition to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-
Powder River Basin Resource Council et al — WQD Chapter 2.

I vigorously oppose this petition. The standards set forth in the petition are
unreasonable, especially since the methane water is held to a higher standard
than oil well and coal mine discharge water. The Wyoming Attorney
General’s office has cantioned against this petitiop, and if CBM water is
held to a stricter standard than other discharge water, the rule will be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious.

Thank you for your consideration of my opinion in this matter. And
remember no water, no gas, o gas, no revenue.

Sincerely,

™~
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M. Mark Gordon
Chairman . . Terrt A. Lorenzon, Director
Wyoming Bavironmental Quality Council Environmental Quality Counch

122 W. 25 St, Herschler Bldg.. Rm. {714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Dear Mr. Gordon,

As an employee of an engincering firm whose primary clients are those in the Coal Bed Methane
industry, I feel compelled to write you with my concerns regarding the Petition to Amend
Wyorning Water Quality Rules. Ihave read this petition and it strikes me as very arbitrary in its ;
purpose. Iolding CI3M produced water to a higher standad than that produced by conventional i
oil & gas wells is unnecessary. Livestock & wildlife can’t choose which water to drink and both :
sources should mect the same cniteria. Additionally, the petitioners would Iike to halt all CBM
dischatge if thure ure any changes at all to the receiving water, This tactic is obviously intended
to shut down the industry as there are no cases where the CBM produced water will match the

receiving water cxactly.

Our firm, Lowham Engincoring LL.C, has worked with companies in the PRI for more than

eight years. We meet with landowners on 2 regular basis who appreciate the beneficial usc of the
produced water. The resetvoirs we design serve two industries, Coal Bed Methane and :

Agriculture. There may be some wresolved issucs with the petitionars, bul changing water
quality rules will not benefit the majority of the landowners and could only serve to hurt the area
cconorny as a whole. '

The economic benefits impact the entire state. Our firm has two locations, onc in Gillcttc and
the other in Lander. We pay competitive salaries to our Gillette employees and our Lander
cmployees eamn simailar salaries that are hard to find in this area. These people are part of
communities that benefit from higher wages. Woe elect to stay in Wyoming because we can
afford to, we send our kids to school here thereby stabilizing school enrollment. As our state
attempts to diversify itself economically, we need to keep the money flowing so we can mvest in
small business initiatives and Targe scale enlerprises.

In closing 1 would like the Environmental Quality Ciouncil to know I think we provide the
industry with a quality product (stock reservoirs & reservoirs) and the state with professional
employees who enjoy living here, Thank you for the opportunity to comment and 1 can be
reached at the following phone/email if you should have any questions.

Regards,
Lo > ColreadD
Gina Coloyich

Technical Services Director
Lowham Engineering 1 1.C
307-335-8466 or geolovich@low-water.com
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Mr. Mark Goedon, Chairman

Wymtmrg&&vuwm;::MI Quadity Cous:l

122 W. 25° Street

Herschler Bldg, Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002 Jannary 29, 2007

Dizr M. Gunkoin

Mawwm&mm@mmmwmmmmmmwmma
service, my livelihood is pow dependent on the Coal Bed Methane Indostry. I am writing to oppose ke Chizen Pediion for
Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Rescurce Comncil et abWOQD, Chapier 2. This jetition seets to be an extreme assanlt on the
Coxal Bedd Mcthune Tedustry with dramatic negative impacts for citizens, bmdownons sud ihe sconuy in Wyonsing, The potition
sesmi o hes withont ragard for other arenag of resnbyion ar negotiation o find # halanced oatcome and a healihy winfwin for oar
sale.

Please consider some of the more positive environmental impacts of Coal Bed methune water i our state as well a¢ the obvious
ecopmcal oues,

The phote below shows a servoir that was designod with habitat istands for water fowd. Live stock watcr tanks are in the left and
bottom of the photo; which provide freshwater for livestock and wildlife. Reservours placed m plxirsg and degert areas can support
grazing ‘i prasstands $at would otherwise be uoaderutilized,

IR Tris soto provide courtesy of Lowham Engincering LLC.

myimggammmwemammmwmmmmsmmgmmmmmw

ater mav auench timber's by PETER CARTRYELL, in the (Glleite) News-Revnrd Wednesdsy,
August:m 2006. Iwmmawpy myoumwadxtonhncat
. B e 0% 0 : ofad

IR T25714700208639 =t

This artcic cavers how thig particudar oasls of wees wouldn't exdsr withon the se of Coal Bed Wethune watx. 1L s » pilol
project with ecolotree (itfp/fwery seolotres comy. With projects Hike these, three aores of theiving paplar frees is a step toward
deunnntiating Ua: bomelicial wes of il Uead nstluans watct and of Toweritzg some of the carbon. dioxide i our arvirommeal as &
movement towards mansping slohal wartning.

T urge consideration of protecting existing and fulne uses of CBM water by mnchers, Hvesiock and wildiife and 1o tnvestigate the
positive impacts the CBM industry is making in our siats. Both Montana State University, in Rozerram, and the {friversity of
Wyoaing, i Laric, ans our kesuost resousces for escerrcl and negutiations b s avg of Coal Bed Methane water and fhose
resovrees shoald he 2 pemt of 2 healthy copdlict resohistion process.

Sincerely,
Mema(mwrw Yeotwical Servipes Speclatist)
Dovelopment

Hoslthy avyd Sty Coordinstor / StHT.
HO7-IIGI4Y olt

Szt by kI oW WX COID
Lowham Englieering ELG, 205 Soutly i Street, Landed, WY 82520 3073358460, FRX 07T-335-7343  MUE\awww.ow-watsr oomns
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Salty methane water may quench timber's thirst AN 79 27
By PETER GARTRELL Terr A. Larenzon, Director

(Gillette) News-Racord Environmental Qualy Counck

LINCH -- The green oasis next to the coal-bed methane water reservoir stands
out from thc sagebrush prairic. Over a rise on the road, in a valley just north of
nowhere, the grove attracts hundreds of rabbits with a [andscape feature unique
in these parts: Trees,

But not a single one of the 2,100 trees covering the three-acre spread in
carcfully planted rows would be there if it were not irrigated by coal bed
methane water, the salty and bedeviling byproduct of drawing natural gas from
coal hads.

"What we started was what we consider a pilot project,” said Patsy Ballek, an
cnhvironmental specialist with Windsor Energy Group, an Qklahoma-based
company with coal-bed methane opsrations in the Powder River Basin. 1

Now the trees -- poplars bred by an Iowa company to soak up large volumes of
salty water -- appear to be thriving. Some have grown more than 2 feet since
they were planted in late April, giving Ballek and others involved with the project
hope that the technique might be used in other parts of the basin to sop up the
vast quantities of salty water that accompany coal-bed methane development.

N R e RS s s

"We were looking to use our water for beneficial use, and one of gur consultants
came up and said they had been investigating some stuff with trees," Ballek
said.

AR

The Investigation began when Chris Ewart was a graduate student in Portland,
Ore. Now an engineer with CBM Associates in Gillette, Ewarl thought trees he i
had seen planted on top of capped Oregon landfills might be a solution to water
management issues in the Powder River Basin.

Ewart found the trees were planted by Ecolotree. Owned by Lou Licht, the North
Liberty, Iowa, company uses Lrees Lo reduce pollulion by minimizirg seepage
into the water table at 85 sites in 22 states across the country.

N NN VTN NS

The Johnson County project has gone as well as could be expected, Licht said.
Only a handful of trees have died, failed to grow or withered when the saline
water from the sprinklers landed on their leaves.

"Better than I thought it would be,” Licht said last month as he stood under the
Mazing July sun during-a break trom an inventory of the trees.
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The trees are watered for two to three hours a day by coal-bed methane water
that is piped to sprinklers. Cow manurc is spread as fertilizer, and o mixture of
gypsum and sulfur is used to neutralize the naturally alkaline water. Grass is

hutp/fwww_casperstariribune.net/articles/2006/08/30/mews/wyorming/a4 5438 | 395335987..,  1/25/2007
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grown to choke out weeds, and all the trees are male to keep them from
germinating and taking seed outside the irrigated area.

It has created an oasis. Kenneth Anderson, a retired farmer who cates for the
trees during the week, said he has seen sage grouse in addition to the rabbits
that hop through the field. Antelope and cattle have been attracted to the
spruced-up area, but are kept out by a fence,

"It has worked as well as we'd hoped,” Ewart said as he bounced along in a
pickup truck, traveling along the 22-mile dirt road Lo Lthe sile at Jepson Draw.

"If this area were conducive to growing trees, there'd be trees in all the draws,”
he said.

Bureau of Land Management officials have toured Lhe site and came away
impressed. However, Mike McKinley, a hydrologist with the Buffalo Field Office,
gaid it was not a complete solution because it uses relatively little water.

Licht estimates the site will use up to 1.3 million gallons of water annually. More
than 544 million gallons were pumped from Lhe basin's coal seams lasl year, ;

Based on previous experience and experiments he's done at his Iowa farm, Licht
said the trees can grow 40 feet tall and up to 24 inches in diameter. When

. harvested, the wood has been used for basehoard siding and paper pulp. But the
main task is to sop up waler.

"We do not plant trees for landscaping. Every tree we have has a permit
attached to it,” he said. "I believe these trees multitask. You can do more than

just grow wood."

The system is attractive at this point because the trees use more water than
irrigated crops, Ballek said. She and Ewart agreed that if the trees prove
successful, they eventually could be an option for private landowners. However,
hurdies remain before the test site can be declared a success.

The first frost of the fall and last of the spring will be major tests of hardiness for
the trees. And although the trees have responded well to the methane water so
far, Licht said there is still tweaking to be done.
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"We decided on a small projecl because il would be moure like a study,” Ballek
said. "We want to be environmentally friendly, and we want to use our
landowners' property, but we want to do it in the right way."

Ewart Is hopeful.

"We're using the water to grow trees In Wyoming., We're finding out if it's good
science,” he said.

Those al Lhe sile ayreed: It looks guod so far,

hitp;//www.casperstartribune.nctfarﬁclesfz006/08/30/ncws/wvoming/a45&38 1f8{95335987... 1/29/2007
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Control -

12§ W 25% 8t o JAN 75 157
Herschler Building, Room 1714 Terii A. Lorenzen, Director
Cheyenne, WY 82002 Environmental Quality Couanclt
Dear Mr. Gordon,

This letter is & statc my opposition to the Citizen Petition, for Rulemaking-
Powder River Basin Resource Council et al — WQID Chapter 2.

I vigorously oppose this petition. The standards set forth in the petition are
unreasongble, especially since the methane water is held to a higher standard
than oil well and coal mine discharge water. The Wyoriing Attorney
General’s office has cautioned against this petition, and if CBM water is
held to a stricter standard than other discharge water, the rule will be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious.

Thank you for your consideration of my opinion in this matter. And
remember no water, no gas, no gas, no revenue.

Sincerely, /
| Jafonear G4
ggﬁg 5 LFrs ?ﬁfz‘dﬁe- /DA%/U&

Ciecerre, YWY 827/¥




January 29, 2007

Via Facsimile (307-7//-6134) and Regular Mail F i Eﬁ E B
Mr, Mark Gordon JAN 7% 067
Chairman A. Lorenzon, Director
Wyoming Envi tal Quality Counci Terri A. Lorenzon, .
122 W25 8 Quality Councll Environmentat Quality Counc!

Ilerschier Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Opposing the Petition for Rulemaking — PRBRC et al — WQL Chapter 2
Dear Mr. Gordon:

My name is Rosemary Edwards of Douglas, Wyoming. My hushand, Gerald Edwards,
and I own Edwards Drilling, Inc. We oppose rulemaking thut reduces or eliminates the
ability for coalbed water to be discharged and thus beneficially used. My husband,
Gerald, has lived in Wyoming all his life, Carnpbell County for 45 ycars and Converse
County for 19 years. I have lived in Wyoming with him since 1963. We are the parcnts
of 4 children all born and raised and schooled in Wyomng. Our livelihood has always
been made in Wyoming, We started out drilling water wells, then when the coal came we
drilied blast holes for them, then when the coal bed methane opened up we drilled and
serviced wells for the energy companies involved therein.

ALy

After graduating from school, our children were forced to leave their home in Campbell
County us there was 5o work for themn. The oil bust of the 1980s took us all down, Then
when the coalbed methane opened up, our childron were able to come back homc 1o
Wyoming bringing their spouses and children with them. They all started and operate
their own businesses relating to aspects of the coalbed methane industry. Bertween us, we
employ approximately 28 people and most of those 28 people have spouses and children
al residing in Campbell County. To put us out of business by rulemaking that is adverse
to the coabed methane industry is simply not acceptable.

T N T NN

We all live in Wyoming, we work in Wyoming, we are good stewards of Wyoming, we i
carry mortgages and also have gainful investments in Wyoming, We emplore you to
make your decision concerning coabed methane waicr discharge that will allow us to

continue living and working in Wyoming in the coalbed methane industry.

Campbell County has never looked so pretty as it has since corlbed methane water has
benefited the wildlife such as deer, antelope, birds, elk in some places, and many other
creatures that live in our enviropment. The animals and foul have benefited
tremendously as have the cattle and sheep of the ranchers who LOVE the coalbed water
methase water. From listening to a lot of “coffee chatter” these ranchers who have this
water is in the majority of the ranchers.

Thank you for your help in this matter.
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman . .
Wyoming Lovironmental Quality Control FILEED

122 W 25° St o
Herschler Building, Room 1714 JAN 7§ 260/
Cheyenne, WY 82002 Terri A. Lorenzon, Director

Environmental Quality Cotncil
Dear Mr. Gordon,

7y,

This letter is t6 state my opposition to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-
Powder River Basin Resource Council et al — WQD Chapter 2.

I vigorously apposc this petition. The standards set forth in the petition are
unreasonable, especially since the methane water is held to a higher standard
than oil well and coal mine discharge water. The Wyoming Attorney
General’s vlfive s cauiioned against this petition, and if CBM water is
held to a stricter standard than other discharge water, the rule will he stmck
down as arbitrary and capricious.

Thank you for your consideration of my opinion in this matter. And
repiember no water, Do gas, no gas, no revenue.

Sincerely,

’Z-JJ—:‘J\ B e W~ W
- 2G-07
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Terri A Lorenzon, Director
Environmental Quality Councif

Dear Sirs:

My name is Karen Sherman and I am the co-owner of Big Horn Water Wagon. We
provide water hauling services and frac tank leasing for several of the Energy companies
currently operating in the Powder River Basin. '
1 have recently been made aware that the industries ability to continue producing
methane gas is being threatened by the DEQ regarding the Citizens Petition for
Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council er al-Revised Version-WQD Chapter
2. ’ ' .

I am aware that there is a research study being conducted at this time by the University of
Wyoming to determine the effects of the water production from these wells on the
environment, and is due to be completed by July. I do not believe that there are enough
concrete facts available for anyone to make an educated vote on a rule that would so
profoundly affect the livelihood of an entire state, let alone the $40 million dollars in
revenue that Sheridan County alone made the previous year. Having come from an area
in California whose logging industry was completely decimated by the “spotted owl”
confroversy Ihave seen first hand the impact of lost revenue and jobs on an area and
how it impacted the families and community.

This is an extremely serfous issue and deserves to be approached with great care as it has
the potential to cause a great deal of harm. Let’s wait until all the facts are in before a
decision is arbitrarily made by a few uninformed.

K Shovro

Bink Sherman

IO
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman
Wyoming Environmental Quality Control
122 W 25" st FILED
Herschler Building, Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002 JAN 29 2007

Terri A, Lorenzon, Director

Dear Mr. Gordon, Environmental Quality Councl

This Jetter is to state my opposition to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-
Powder River Basin Resource Council et al - WQD Chapter 2.

I vigorously oppose this petition. The standards set forth in the petition are
unreasonable, especially since the methane water is held to a higher standard
than oil well and coal mine discharge water. The Wyoming Attorney
General’s office has cautioned against this petition, and if CBM water is
held to a stricter standard than other discharge water, the rule will be siruck
down as arbitrary and capricious.

Thank you for your consideration of my opinion in this matter. And
remember no water, 4o gas, no gas, no revenue.

Sincerely,

DAAAIAAD AR DR AONON
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GROUNDWATER & SURFACE WATER RYDROLOGY * WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT + ENVIROKMENTAL PERMITTING & COMPLIANCE

January 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman ? E i E E

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25" Street
Herschier Building, Room 1714 JAN 7§ 2607

Cheyenne, WY 82002 ]
- ocior
ferri A. Lorenzon, Director

A e Environmental Quality Councll

Re: Cltizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder Rivar Basin Resource Council et al - WDEQ-Water
Quality Rules and Regulations, Chapter 2

Dear Mr, Gordon:

My name is Tom Nissen. | am the Operations Manager of the CBM Associates, inc. (CBMA) Buffalo,
Wyoming office. CBMA specializes in permitting, water resource management, and enviranmental
compllance for the CBM industry. My wife, my children and | are active members of the Buffslo
community. We call Buffalo our home.

| have reviewed the Citizan Petition for Rulemaking to Amend Chapter 2 of the Wyoming Water Quality
Rules and Regulations (the Petition) as well as the letler of advisement from Mr. John Wagner,
Administrator, WDEQ-WQD to you dated January 5, 2007. | share Mr. Wagner's technical and regulatory
concerns with this Petition. The proposed amendment to the rule, if passed, would essentially prohibit all
discharge of CBM water to the surface and effectively shut down the CBM indusiry in the Powder River
Basin. | strongly oppose the Petition because it lacks sound technical basls, is administratively unfalr,
and would have catastrophic economic effects on the State of Wyoming, Johnsan County, the City of
Buffalo, CBMA, and me personally.

To set standards for CBM discharges that are more restrictive than for any other permitted discharges in
Wyoming is unfalr, arbitrary and capricicus. | am not aware of any risks to human heatth or the
environment that would warrant amending the rules as proposed. Finally, | understand that the EQC
must consider economics in its decision-making process. The loss of tax revenue to the State, counties
and municipalities would be tremendous as a result of the extermination of the CBM industry.
Additionally, the dollars earned by people who make their living from the CBM industry circulate through
their communities many times over at businesses that do not derive their revenues directly from the
snergy sector. Not only would the propased rule shut down the CBM Industry if passed, it would also kill

countless other small businesses.

e .
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in closing, | urge the EQC to disapprove the Petition as proposed for the reasons given above. | thank
you for the opportunity to comment, and for serving the public in a difficult and contentious position. f
you have any questions, or would like to discuss my position further, please feei free to contact me at

(307) 684-0252.

Resp% fully submitted, :

CBM Associates, inc.
Thomas C. Nissen, P.G., CH.M.M

CBM ASSOCIATES, ING, ADDITIONAL OFFICES:

920 E. Sharidan Streat 348 Sinclair Strest 743 Horlzon Court, Suite 250 3036 South Flower Court
Laramie, WY 82070 Gillette, WY 82718 Grang Junction, CO 81806 Lakewood, CO 80227
307.742.4801 307.686.6684 §70.420.2224 303.973.2302

AN A s,
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M. Mark Gordon, Chairman | FILED

Wyoming Environmental Quality Control

122 W 25% §¢ AN 29 007

Herschler Building, Room 1714 Terri A. torenzon, Direcior
PA L s

Cheyenne, WY 82002 Environmental Quality Councll

Dear Mr. Gordon,

This letter is to state my opposition to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-
Powder River Basin Resource Council et al — WQD Chapter 2.

I vigorously oppose this petition. The standards set forth in the petition are
unreasonable, especially since the methane water is held to a higher standard
than oil well and coal mine discharge water. The Wyoming Attorney
General’s office bas cautioned against this petition, and if CBM water is
held to a stricter standard than other discharge water, the rule will be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious.

Thank you for your consideration of my opinion in this matter. And
remember no water, 80 gas, no gas, no revenue.

Sincerely,
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Mr. Mark Gordon JAN 2% 208
Chaitroan, Wyo:mng Environmental Quality Council

122 West 25” Street Terrt A Lorenzon, Direclor
Herschler Building, Room 1714 Ervironmenial Cualtty Counch
Cheyenne, WY ¥2002

Pax: (307) 777-6134

DPear My, Gordon:

I oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking ~ Powder River Bagin Regource Couneil — Petition to Amend
Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2, Appendix H.

Qver two year ago, my wife and 1 were looking for work in Wyoming. 1had completed a Project with the
Rastern Shoshone Trihe on the Wind River Tndian Reservation, and my wife was going fo lose her job due ta
restiuctuciog of the compuny she was working for. We applied for work in Wyoming because this is where
my wife and I received our edunation and where we wanted to continue to reside. We were seriously
considering & move to another state because our job search had almost reached a dead end, About 2 month
before our move Ireceived an offer and a job at Lowham Engineering LLC in Lander, Wyoming, a
hydrology and natural resources firm,

Now, T amt a Projeet Fnginear at T.owham Engineering 1 1.0, Lowham Engineering employs approximately
25 poople. A lage purdon of the work we do is channel design, water monitoring, reservoir design,
including reservoirs that contain Coul Bed Methane (CBM) water, Some of my work includes following all
Federal and State regulations, including the Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality {(WDEQ)
standards, for the penmitting of reservoirs. Through my work I*ve found thal Lowham Engineering values
latndowner concerns and relahons greatly, and has never leil landowners out of the design phase of any
projoct on their property, or any projoct that could affect the landowner, 1*ve seen many benefits for CBM
water for other landowners; Water for Hvestock, fish ponds and an inereage of wildlife, foname 2 few  The
reservoirs. make waler sevessible in Uroes when water would nol pormally be available.

I disagree greatly with making the CBM discharge water have a Barium discharge level ten times less than
our own drinking water., Currently, the Borinm level standards for CBEM water are better thon our drinking
water anyway. Why does it need to be ten times better? Passage of this amendment could have a major
impact on CBM production in the Powdir River Dasin, due to an increased operating cost beyond the
profitability level, as mentioned in a WIIRQ review of the petition.  Passage of this amendment conld
greatly reduce monics that supplowent taxes o suppurt schouly, Hbraries, roads, social programs, und
eliminate jobhs, including mest of the people working at Lowham Engitieering LLC and 3 large number of
famnilics in the Powder River Basin area.

Yes, § agree with the landowners that we must have high water quality standards to profect people, the
environment, wildlife and our way of lifc, but I belicve there are other ways to help landowners than sctting
water quality standards well beyond drinking water standards, that conld shnt down an entire industry. T
would love to have my two young daughters capotivive Wyosning (he way that T have, and would be greatly
saddened if my fﬂmﬁy and I have to move out of the beautiful State of Wyorning to fi nd work,

Thoras P, Wilkinson
Concemed Citizen of Wyoming
(307) 335-8665
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman FILED
Wyoming Environmental Quality Control ’

122 w258 St AN 78 2007
Herschler Building, Room 1714 )

Terri A. Lorenzon, Direclor
Cheyenne, WY 82002 o mental Qualty Counc

Dear Mr. Gordon,

This letter is to state my opposition to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-
Powder River Basin Resource Council et al ~ WQD Chapter 2.

I vigorously oppose this petition. The standards set forth in the petition are
unreasonable, especially since the methane water is held to a higher standard
than oil well and coal mine discharge water. The Wyoming Attorney
General’s office has cautioned against this petition, and if CBM water is
held to a stricter standard than other discharge water, the rule will be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious.

Thank you for your consideration of my opinion in this matter. And
remember no water, no gas, no gas, no revenue,

Sincere
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P.O. Box 536 o " 205 South 3™ Street
Gillotte, WY 82717 Lander, WY 82520

(307) 685-3137 (307) 335-8466
Fax {307) 685-0175 Fax (307) 335-7343

January 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon E 1 L E B

Chairman _ v
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council JAN 2 9 2007
122 W. 25" St.

Herschler Bldg, Rm 1714 Tert A. Lorenzon, Director »
Cheyerme, WY 82002 Environmental Quality Counct

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al -
Revised Version — WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

I am a registered professional engineer in Wyoming (P.E. 1469). My company has
offices in Lander and Gillette, and employs about 20 persons, including engineers,
geologists, and surveyors. [ have been involved with the Coal-Bed Natural Gas industry
since 1998, I have a ranching background, and attended the University of Wyoming.

1 am very concerned about the subject petition. Based on my experience and
observations of the CBNG industry, the great majority of water management operations
are working weil under the current regulations. Given the size and scopc of the industry,
a few problems have occurred; however they arc problems that can be mitigated or
tesolved. Ihave worked with dozens of ranchers who are extremely pleased with being
able to use the CBNG waters. Many of the ranchers for whom we have developed water
supplies have been able to greatly increase their livestock production, resulting in a much :
greater profit from their ranching operations.

I would like to highlight several of my observations:

s Small Ranches -The benefits of water supplies from CBNG operations have
especially benefited small ranchers, who formerly did not have the finances to
develop wells and stock tanks on remote areas of their ranches. I have worked
with numerous ranches that had only one or two water wells and a few stock
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reservoirs. If these ranches had water wells, they generally were located in the
bottom of draws where inexpensive, shallow wells could be installed. The ridges
and hills were underutilized for grazing due to no available water. The livestock
could not fully graze the remote areas, and the ranchers often had to sell their
livestock early due to insufficient pasture areas with water. The small ranchers
often had fo have other employment in oxder {o make ends meet, and owners of
the larger ranches have been buying the small ranches that became uneconomical
to operate. The CBNG industry has provided water supplies to numerous ranches,
resulting in much more efficient grazing operations. (See attached example
photographs).
¢ Erosion - Opponents of livestock grazing often use examples of overgrazing and
erosion to support their claims of damage to public lands. When only a few water
supplies are available on a ranch, the livestock typically trail once or twice a day
along the same path to water. These trails develop into new deep channels, which
accelerate erosion. Additionally, the pastures close to the few available water
sources become overgrazed and subject to erosion. The effects of livestock being
concentrated along the stream valleys where the few shallow water wells are
located have impacts. on the water quality of runoff, as the manure and disturbed
soils become concentrated and are easily washed into the stream.
«  Water Quality - During my career, I have been involved in the collection of
streamflow and water-quality data from numerous streams in the Powder River ;-
Basin. Runoff events for the tributary streams in the plains typically occur only g
occasionally and are of short duration. Because runoff accurs only periodically,
£ organic (manure, woody debris, leaves) and inorganic (salts) materials accumulate
on the basin surface and in the channels, and are subsequently washed
downstream when rainfall or snowmelt occur. In general, the water quality of
plains streams is relatively poor.
¢ Solutions- I obtained a degree in Agricultural Engineering from the University of
Wyoming in 1965. That engineering program was subsequently abolished. The
economy of Wyoming couldn't justify the need for the program. The economy
has since improved, and numerous positions are available for trained and
knowledgeable persons.  Solutions are possible for most of the problems facing
the CBNG industry. Good science associated with agriculture and engineering
can help solve many of the water-related problems. Support for good science is
needed from the legislature, the University of Wyoming, and the regulatory
agencies. My experience is that the CBNG companies are very willing to work
with them and the landowners to develop solutions.

o,
&

Thank you for this opportunity to voice my concerns. If you have any questions, or if I
could provide additional information that could assist, please let me know.

Sincerely yours,

Hogh AL

Hugh W. Lowham, P.E.
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Deer watering at CBNG tank on ridge west of Gillette, Wyoming, August 3, 2008

Livestock on hillside near CBNG stock tank and reservoir, August 12, 2006.
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Krystal K, Price
6604 Irving Blvd.
Gillette, WY 82718
Phone: 307-682-2621

January 29, 2007 : E E L E E

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman JAN 24 2007
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council ,

122 W. 25" Street Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Herschler Building, Rim 1714 Environmental Quality Gounci
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Re: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al -
WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

I am writing to you to voice my opposition of the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking -
Powder River Basin Rezouree Couneil ot al - WQD Chapter 2. | have been o resident of
Gillette, Wyoming since 2003 and have worked in the management of coal-bed methane
water most of that time, While that may not be a long time in comparison to many who
live in this arca, I do understand landowncer conccrns about other industries that can
impact their way of life as I grew up on a farm/ranch in North Dakota, I feel that the
petition before the coundil could be very dettimental to the cconomy of Wyoming and
espeeially to Campbell County.

As Tunderstand it, the proposed petition would prohibit most if not all CBM discharges,
which in turn would make coalbed methane an uneconomic resource in this area,
Companies that provide jobs to residents, money to non-profit organizations, water to the
many ranchers that do utilize and appreciate it, and help firel the local economy in general
would move to other parts of the country where the regulatory agencies are not so strict.
Thousands of people in Wyoming would be either directly or indirectly impacted by the
loss of a valuable industry.

Regarding the proposed water quality limit changes, why would CBM water be required
to contain Icss than or equal to 200 ppb, cspecially when the current standards (1800 ppb)
set forth in WYPDES permits are below drinking water standards (2000 ppb)? In
addition, why would this rule change only apply to CBM water when water discharged
from o different type of well would have o different set of standards?

If CBM companies were ablc to stay in the Powder River Basin and operate economically
with the proposed rule changes, tregtment plants would be needed to meet these
standards. While treatment plants are a good way to get very high quality water, the
disturbance arca caused by the number of plants that would be needed would tuke away
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from land that could be utilized by the surface owner. [have seen the livestoek and
wildlife that congregate around the CBM reservoirs and | have seen the fields that have
been Irrigated by CBM water. T have also talked with landowners and seen their
excitement at the prospeet of having water for their hay crops so that they can provide
feed for their livestock instead of paying high prices for out of state hay during these dry
years. Many companies do use the water for irrigation and this is a very effective way to
beneficially use the produced water. In the petition, they refer to it as land application,
but the ferm “managed Irrigation” is really more accurate. Regular soil samples and soil
amendments are used as they are needed to cffectively manage the irrigation system.

I feel very strongly that the water produced by the CBM industry is a valuable asset and
when landowners work cooperatively with the industry it has a very positive outcome.
CBM companies are constantly looking for alternative water disposal methods that meet
everyone’s needs, but the solutions are not always something that can be implemented
quickly under the various regulatory agencies to which the industry must comply with.

I urge you to take morc than the petition of the Powder River Basin Resource Council
and ten landowners into consideration. There are hundreds of landowners in the Powder
River Basin and their voices should also be heard. Theto arc so many more factors
involved here and so may people that could be affected in a negative way by this petition.
While the concerns of the petitioners are important and should not be discarded, there are
other ways that their needs could be met. The majority of CBM companics that I know
of do their best to work with all parties involved to address their concems.

In closing, I just want to thank you and the other EQC membcrs for your time and
consideration in this very important matter.

Thank you,

Krystal K, Price
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1 Esst Alger Streef ~ Sheridan, WV 82801 ~ Phone 307-673.9710 ~ Fax 3

ot
Ters Wr . Mark Gordon
Chairman
Wyeaming Buvd ronmental dnality Council
122 W. 25% gt.
Hersohler Bldg., Em. 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002
Pax: 307-F17-6134
RE: Cpposition to Citizen Petition for Rulemaking - Powder River

Bagin Resource Coupcil et. al. Reviged Version - WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

I am the Wyoming and Montana Project Manager for Pimacle Gas
Resources. Inc. (Pinnacle). a Coal Bed Natural Gas (CBNG) operator in
the Powder River Basin of Wyoming and Montana. We have been following
the petition from the Powder River Basin Resource Council (PRBRC) and
the recent hearing in Cheyvenne an this toplc. We are deeply concerned
that that the Envirommental Ouality Council (EQC) may be preparing to
make decisiong on issues that have the potential &o completely
eliminate current and future CBNG development in Wyowing and have a
potentially crippling impact on the conventional oil & gas industry in

the state.

R

During the recent hearing, the EQC heard testimony from Dr. Raisbadk
from the University of wyoming. Although Mr. Raisbeck way be an
authority on livestock and wildlife, the EQC sghould recognize cthat
proguced water from o0il & gas development is used extensively
throughout wWyoming for livestock and wildlife watering. Research and
investigation conducted through the federal NEPA procegs and U.§.
Departmwent of Energy research shows that using produced water has had a
positive effect on livestock and wildlife. Clearly there may be
instances where livestock and/or wildlife may be harmed by produced
water that is of poor quality or by gaining access to pits containing
waste. However, existing standards have provided the only means of
water in many areas For Ilivestock and wildlife while allowing both
livestock and wildlife to flourish in areas previously having limited
water supplies and sources.

Produged water discharges have a long history in Wyoming. Water from
‘geveralbasing -in Wyoming hag been supplying water to Yivestock and
wildiife for nearly 100 years. In aresas of the Powder River Basin,
field recompaissgance ghows that many ranchers have used cozl seam water
for livestock watering for well over 50 years. This geenaric ilg alse
the case in other parts of the country (e.g., Montana)l.

It is also clear that the WDEQ, other eguivalent state envirommental
agencies, and the U.8. BPA have regulated wquantity in relation ko it's
impact on quality since the promulgation of the Clean Waker Aqt and the
NPDES program. Furthermore, consistendy is alse a factor that Pinnaclse
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strongly urges the RBQC te consider. Regnlating water gquality
differently Lor CRNG water opposed to water produced from conventional
0il & gas or some other industry is a clear demonstration that the
PRERC's intent is to disrupt or cause the cessation of CENG development
in Wyoming. Such inconsistencies are wost concsrning to Pinnacle and

the CBNG industry in gesneral.

During the recent EQC hearing in January, the EQC heard testimony from
Dr. Raigbeck claiming that produced water was indeed causing harm to
livestock and wildlife. It is our opinion that Dr. Raisbeck has not
done pufficient research to make such accusations. Further, his
regearch approath is concerning as it is not c¢lear that his research
results will do more than suggest that contined animal tfeeding
operations {(CAFOs) are not the beat atwmosphere for livestock. The ERC
also heard a report on water treatment technologies trom the Wyoming
Geological Survey. This report was also concerning as it was an
engineering topic being researched and preasented py Geologists. This
is an issue that Pinnacle intends on taking up with the Wyoming State
Engineers Office and the State Board ot Proteggional Engineers.

In closing, we are prepared to roll up our gleeves and provide whatever
aggistance we can. We have had to keep these comments brief due to the ;
short comment pericd. We suggest that the EQU openly distuse issues ;
and topics that require research and further investigation and that :
those igsued and topics be srudied in an open process by individuals :
that are not seeking long-term funding and that are unbiased. We are ;
concerned thart is not the case with wvr. kalsbeck.

1f Pinnacle can be ©f further asslstance, please don't hesitate to
contact me.,

Best Regards,

Brian Jolmston

Project Manager

Pinnacle Gas Resources, Inc.
1 E. Alger St., Suite 206
Shentdan, WY 82801

IRy o
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My name is Joseph A. Brindley. I am owner/ operator of a roustabout
company. The name of my company is R&J Services of Gillette Wy. [have
a wife and two children, ages three und a half and onc and a balf, a girl and
boy.
It is may belief that this petition to ban basically all water discharge
would cause an absolute devastation to the economy of Wyoming and also
impact the Federal Government as well due to the fact that the fed. Gov. and
state equally share the profit made off the federal leases. I believe doing
this would affect our national deficit as well as Presidential goals. 1 do not
mean to speak above myself but this is what makes sense to me. [ have
spoken with many people about this issue and all say they would he
devastated by this whether a business owner or an employee.

My company R&J Services would be greatly affected as we not only
roustabout but slso do site prep for the installation of double wide trailers,
water and sewers, skirting, and landscaping. Places like
Walmart, Car dealerships, Truegreen Chemlawn, and restaurants etc. would
go bankrupt or at least have to close their doots.

Also, this would have a dismal affect on the ranchers in the area. For 5
a lot of them this would destroy and bankrupt them. For so many of them,
thig is the only water they have for crops or stock(animals). _

I do not believe this is a stable action for anyone and I would not
want to be responsible for the destruction of so many lives. I pray that vour
minds would be changed and T Thank You for your time.

Sincerely,

e eph A Bripdley
o M;a{q% -

/2% 07
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54 Seymour Street

Sheridan, Wyoming 82801

(307) 673-1817 FILED

Mr. Mark Gordon JAN 7§ 2007
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council )

122 W. 25th St. Herschler Bldg., Room 1714 Teni A. Lorenzon, Director
Cheyenne, WY 82002 Environmenta! Quality Councl

Fax ~ 307-777-6134
Re: Petition to Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2, Appendix H
To the Wyoming Environment Quality Council:

The following information is Western Land Services’ position statement of opposition
regarding the “Petition to Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2, Appendix
H”, Western Land Scrvices — Western Division is an established environmental
consulting firm in the Powder River Basin of Wyoming. The following points cutline
why the proposed petition is unnecessary and why accepting it would be detrimental to
the State of Wyoming.

» The extraction of coalbed methane and the associated “produced water” has i
developed over the past ten years in Wyoming. As the industry has grown, so too ,
has the regulatory capacity of the Wyoming Department of Environmental !
Quality (WDEQ). The surface discharge of produced water is currently regulated ¢
under the Wyoming Pollution Discharge Elimination System (WYPDES).
Operators and their consultants have vigorously maintained compliance with the
evolving regulations. The WIDEQ has recently added staff o ensure compliance.
Additionally, water management specialists have become more involved in the
planning stages of methane development. The ongoing coalbed methane
development in the Powder River Basin is in compliance with the WYPDES
program and is constantly striving to adhere to the law, as well as, the spirit of the
law.

AANSAAN

SOODIARAS SR AAS

Section 35-11-301 (a) states that the discharge of pollution is allowed only
if authorized by a permit

Section 35-11-302 (a) (ii) establishes effluent standards and limitations
specifying maximum amounts of pollution

Section 35-11-302 (a) (vi) states that the WDEQ consider “facts and
circumstances bearing upon reasonableness of the pollution”
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¢ The fact that the petition to amend Chapter 2 of the WQD singles out the CBM
industry and seeks to hold it to a higher standard is known as “selective
enforcement.” This would most certainly deviate from the United States’ and
Wyoming Constitutions.

e WYPDES approved CBM effluent, since its inception, can be considered a
“beneficial use” for a number of different reasons: instream flow volumes,
irrigation, stock watering, wildlife watering, dust control, recreation, esthetic
value, and drought relief. These uses are not only beneficial to human society,
such as landowners, but as well as additional biosphere members: waterfowl, big
game animals, fisheries, livestock, riparian vegetation, macro-invertebrates, birds
of prey, and gallinaceous birds.

e Another issue that should be carefully examined is the toll that these changes to
Chapter 2 of the WQD would take on local, state and regional economies. These
changes could displace tens of thousands of employees, which would cause a
ripple effect on every municipality in Wyoming.

o Finally, and most importantly, these changes would adversely affect domestic
energy production. This is an issue of self reliance, as well as, a national security
issuc. In these times of unccrtain global energy supply, it is paramount that
domestic energy production expands rather than contracts. Thus, every available
energy source should be developed. This energy development should be pursued
while remaining diligent to the preservation of our natural resources. This
preservation is accomplished through environmental legislation. and its’
enforcement. The WYPDES program does just that.

Western Land Services is confident in the ability of the Wyoming Environmental Quality
Council to determine the correct course of action regarding this petition. The council’s
consideration of the negative impacts to the State of Wyoming should out-way the biased
and over-stringent environmental policies proposed by this petition.

Sincerg,
Donald L. n
Chief Operating Officer

Western Land Services
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Wyoming Environmental Quality Council Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
122 W, 25th St. Environmenta! Quality Cotncli
Herschler Bldg. Room 1714

Cheyerme WY 82002
January 26, 2007
Dear Mr. Gordon

My naie is Rodney Maki, I came to Wyoming in 1977, 1 met Alberta Johnson here in
Gillette. We were married in December of 1977 have been married for 29 years. We have
raised four children in Gillette. Our oldest child, Brook Gerard, is married and lives in
Ubm MT, working at the Afr Base in the informations department. Our oldest son, Aaron,
is self-employed and does welding and BOP testing on the oil rigs. Our middle son
Sheridan is employed with Bloedorn Lumber and our youngest son Chase serves in the US
Army as a heavy equipment operator. Chase hopes 1o return to Gillette to practice his
trade at the end of his service,

I lesve been working in the ofl and gos fiekds in and around Gillette. I have been both self-
employed and worked for construction companies, all energy related jobs. In 19991 and
Aaron opened Wrangler Const. Inc, to build the roads and install the septics and watcr
gystem for Wrangler Estates Subdivision, which Alberta and I developed, When we
were sold out of lots, we had hoped 1o work the equipment in the methane fislds.
Because of envivonmental groups holding up the permitting process, the work that had
been in such surplus was no longer available and it was all we could do to hold on.
Work in the methane fields picked up when the permitting process was roed oet and
for the last two years we have stayed busy except when bird stipulations on Federal
lands go into effect. We committed to buying more equipment because of the amownt
of work available and the prospects of continned methune production. Many ranchers
and contractors, as well as the State of Wyoming, have benefitted from the revenues
created by the production and sale of methane gas.

Ranchers, who were struggling to make ends meet, even having to work outside

of the ranch, have recped the benefits of the methane wells being drilled on their
property and/or surface damages they are paid  Wrangler Const. Inc. would

suffer irrepairable damage if the proposed WQD Chapter 2 Petition were adopted.

“This seems overkill as &t exceeds the drinking waler stauducds set by EPA.
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Mr. Mark Gordon 5»”3‘% 7
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Hcrsch'icr B}d;., Rm 1714 Emiyoﬂmeﬂ

Cheyenne, WY N20U2

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking Powder River Basin Resouree Council ot al ~ Revised Version - WOD
Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon,

My name is Kaila Jones, and T am an Environmental Specialist/Beonomist for a water resources consulting lirm in
Gillette, Wyoming. 1 graduated with a Master's degree in Agricultural Economics/Environment and Natural
Resources from the University of Wyoming, My husband is 2 compressor operator ot the large coal bed methane
(CBM) gathering pipelines, We are the parents of (wo young girls, ages 2 and 1, and are outdoor enthusiasts who
very much respect and enjoy vur environment. We are the typical family who works hard in the CBM industry to
make a good, honest living. We arc also adamantly against the proposed rulemaking to change Chapier 2 of
Wyoming Water Quality Rules and Regulstions.

The effect of the rule, 2y the Wyoming Department of Bnvirontmental Quality has noted, would be to prohibit tost,
if ot all CBM produced water discharges. If is concerning that the proposed rule would asymmuiricully imposc
stricter water regulations on CBM produced discharges versus water from conventional oil/pas extraction and coal
mining. CBM wuter quality in the Powder River Basin is far superior (o the typical water realting from
conventional oilfgss extraction. The water pumped from coal prior to open pit mining is identicat to CBM water.
So, why the distinction {a the proposed rule? The proposed chunges are ripe to be struck down a5 being arbitrary
and capricious. a5 our Atforney General’s office has repeatedly cautioned.

As an Lconomist, I ¢an say the result of adapting this rule would anequivoesily bu the: coltapse of Northeastern
Wyoming's economy and the livelihoods of thousands of families. People just like me and nyy husband would lose
their johs. The housing market and property values wonld crmple. Familiss Hike mine would be stuck with
worigages well ubove the market vatue of their property, which wounld drive us and many others into foreclosure
and/or hankruptey.  Additionally, the state wonld lase milliang af rayaity dollars that support Wyeming’s
infrastructure, schuols, amd social programs. Morcover, the nation’s market for natural gas would take an intense hit
at a time when the United States needs the CHM praduction. The ecomamic effects of the proposed role would be
severe in Northeastern Wyoming, but felt afl over the state and country.,

In my linc of work, I have never seen evidence that demonstrates the severe environmenial degradation the
petitioners claim occus due to CBM producd walere, Inslead of prodacting the environment, imposing this rule
would elimingte water that, in my experience, many landownery use beneficially in their agriculiural and livestock
prochuction. B wonded afwn remove waler that promotes our wonderful wildlife populations, ¢liminate all tho financial
benefits to the state and its citizens, and caust cconomic fallout for thousands of families in Nostheastern Wyoming,

My family would appreciate if the EQC would vote down the proposed tule 10 chiange Wyorming Water OQuality
Rulee and Regufations Chapter 2. Thank you for the apparlunity to comment, and thank you for your time.

ﬂinc:ew}y,/‘r
el

Kaila Jones
Environmentul Spueishyl/Econompgt
Gillette, Wyoming resides
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Dear Mr. Gordon,

This letter is to state my opposition to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-
Powder River Basin Resource Council et al - WQD Chapter 2.

I vigorously oppose this petition. The standards set forth in the petition are
unreasondble, especially since the methane water is held o a higher standard
than oil well and coal mine discharge water, The Wyoming Attomney
General’s office has cantioned against this petition, and if CBM water is
held to a stricter standard than other discharge water, the rule will be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious.

’ Thank you for your consideration of my opinion in this matter. And
£ remember no water, no gas, no gas, no revenue.

Sincerely,

T Jorsllar
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Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W, 25" 8t

Hersehler Bidg., Room 1714 tent A i{}'z
Chevenne, WY 82002 vironmenia

Dear Councilman,

T am Sam French a three year resident of the Campbell County area. | bought the
first house of my lifetime three months ago. Twas very nervous as [ signed the morigage
papers as any frst time home owner would be. Now [ am physically il about my new
puschase. The sad fact is that nineteen petiticners founded on the Powder Basin Resource
Council have the ability to kill my dream. Please take a closer look at the Petition to
Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2, Appendix H.

I work for Hettinger Welding LLC, a major welding, fabrication, construction,
pipeline, and roustabowt service, Hettinger currently employees 325 peeple. Tam 2
supervisor for 18 people. I feel as their supervisor T am responsible for them. T eannot
face the thought of nineteen other individuals having the pewer to bring down part of,
or worst case scenario, 2l of & huge Industry.

Please consider the impact on our lives and the economic impact on the
surrounding area if vou implement the rules put before yon in the petition. Thaok you for
vour fime and understanding as you move forward in your decision making. I really enjoy
1y new home thanks to a great job and & loving family.

Respectiully,

" Sam French

1106 E Lipcoin
Gallere, WY, 82716



P

B1/28/2087 15:88 13876824641 YATES PETROLEUM CORP PAGE 81

813 Pioneer Ave
Gillette, Wyoming 82718
January 28, 2007 F I Eﬂ E B

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Envirenmental Quatity Couneil
122 West 257 8¢, JAN 23 2007
Herschler Building, Room 1714 Terri A. Lorenzon, Di

- * 3 Ifector
Chevenue, WY 82002 Environmental Quality Councit
Dear Mr. Gordon:

In Re: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking Powder River Basin Resource Counteil (PRBRC), et al WQD, Chapter 2.

The government (state and federal) should be, as suggested by President Lincoln, a “....government of the
people, by the people, for the people...” The position advocated by the PRBRC, if aceepted as a rule, would
result in government of the many, by the few and for the few. I these few petitioners have legitimate
grievances, adequate facility for pursuing legal remedy for these gricvances already exists in the state and federal
courts and legislatures; and I suggest that that these are the avenues through which such gricvances should be
pursued and only against the offending parties and not against the CBNG (aka CBM) industry as a whole.

I am a registered professional petroleum engineer in this great state of ours, My wife, Charla, and 1 are both
progeny of homesteaders v the Big Horn Basin that date back to the early 20™ century. Although my career has
forced me to leave Wyoming on occasion, T have always been mindfizl of opportunities for employment here.
My current job as a petroleum reserveir engineer in the CBNG indugtry with Yates Petroleurn Corporation
allows me that opportumity, Tf the substance of this petition should become a rule, this job would likely cease to
exist, forcing me to seek employment elsewhere or to be transferred out of the state. This would also be the case

for many others in this industry.

Somewhat less tangible than employment, but important, the CBNG industry brings personnel and companies to
Wyatning who gn heyond their mere employment in coutributing their time, talent, and treasure in attempting to
bring a better life to Wyomingites. As 2 modest example, since our arrival in Gillette in 2001, my wife Charla
smd T have served as members of the Board of Directors of Gillette Coromumity Theatre (GCT) of which Charla
is currently President. GCT aspires to build a permanent home to expand the culfural opportunities available to
residents of the rapidly growing city of Gillctte. My company, Yates Petrofeum, continues to support GCT and
other Jocal charitics through financial coniributions. Charla is also 3 member of the Energizers, a group of
ambagsaders for the Gillette Chamher of Commerce. If the substance of this petition should become a rule and
my employment terminated or transferred, we and similarly situated others in this industry will likely be required
to Jeave the area and take with ns and them such gratuitoug cofforts and financial support.

It is my understanding that the petitioners are demanding water discharge standards that exceed those of other
industries and even the drinking water standards of the City of Gillette. T believe this petition is not about
balancing the interests of the meidents in the Powder River Basin. It is about unfaitly targeting and ending the
CHBNG industry hers. Its success would take with it all of the benefits that the industry now provides the citizens
of this community and state thromgh employment, the charitable effotts of the industry’s companies and
employess, the tax revenue it provides to the state of Wyoming, and the contribution of the indusiry to the
resolution of the national secutity problem of foreign energy dependence. Tn the best interest of all concerned,

the substance of this petition should NOT become a rule.

Thank you for taking my thoughts into consideration.

Francis “Frank” M. Carlson

307-635-8409 (Wk)
307-687 0301 (Hm)
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‘Rer Fetition to Amend 'Wyurmrz@:Watcr- Cushly Rule, Chapter-2

‘Dear Mr. Gordon:

Lam s Cint Engincer lrang i Gillette,. Wyoming. | have a Bachelor's Degraa n Cil
- Lngmeerng dnd & Masiers Degree m Mining Enainserniq. Alarge portion of my incomc
S from engneering services provded to the Cost Bed Methane (UM ndisstry.. The
‘other purtion of my ncome 15 rom servces ik sipport the employess of the CBM
“eliobies and Aines - northeastern Wyoming, such as subdvision and ifeactructure
design. it has recently-come 1oy attention that the rowder Kwer Dasin -Resource
Council ‘and othor potitionars are trving to amend the Wyoming Water Quabty Rule,
‘Chapter 2. | beheve the changes they are propoamag will have x dernmental affert. rm
my Gvehhood by cfccimoly prulubibugy wosl of C&M‘.wappa"diadur@c and a3 a reoult,
ehmnate any chance: of work for myself-and many others i the area,

Asde from my own Inoliaod, 1 have othor concems about the proposed changes. ['do
ot behieve that ries Nolding LM diScharges to Higher standards than other Industnes
are’ fan anet woild mast ikely not hold upif chalicnacd i court. For example, the-coal
mines, i the area produce water drom the aame cnal aeams, rh;zr P water originates
hrem, and yotb s prupuncd Changes woudd not-affeck them.  The, wakor the minca use o
applied directly to the roads with -mag-chioride. to control dust, m compliance with

“diseharge ragulations.

?f—\ B
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To: Mr. Mark Gordon

-Carof-Chadwick, P.E.

Page 2 of 3 2007-01-28 19:52:56 (GMT) CAROL CHADWICK, PE From: Caro! Chadwick

CAROL CHADWICK, M5.FE.

Page 2

i have spant mary daye ' the CBA helda. J-h:aw.iqeen cattle and widlifte beneht from

Uhio waler dmtharacd Tiun thie- COM wells., Not to manbion that the wasor dischargod
4rom wells driled by the ranchers comes from the-same s0urce, 1 many £ases, and they

would not be held to the same standards 25 the CPM prodiced water. Uuning the
drougit that we are m, | bave to beheve that any surface water s 2 beneht to the

“wdlife and cattle.

{ am opposedto the_prqpose& changes and am very concerned for my ivelhood § €15

-approved. [boliave thab the cconomy inthis area v.f.ouié.'be:-'c:ai;asi;rwhmaﬁy affected by
‘a'proposcd {aw that hac o ment. Please contact me f you have any questions,
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Mark Gordon, Chairman i«iﬁ?iff?ﬁm%ﬁ R

WyammgL Envimnmmmi Quality Couneif

%322 W. 357 Stroer, Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82007

Re: Citizen Petition for Rulem

) ! aking  Powder River Basin Res . » e .
Yersion — WQD Chapter 2 5 vor Basin Resourc Council et al ~ Revised

Dear Mark: .
€

Peurl ?1636 Sfti*vaccg s # CIM servics compuny Uit fuss buen serving te Powder River Rasin since
1997 in Sheridan, Johnson and Campbell Cowtivs, Our main office in Sheridan has 72 local
prople tut depend on this business,

We eppose the Citieen Petition for Rulemaking ~ Powder River Tlasin Resoures Council et al —
Revised Yasion = WQI Chapeer 2.

W beliove tuat the existing rules thar are in place are adequate for responsible development and
when [llowid correctly, benefit ranchers, livestock, wildlitc and the whole state of Wyoming.

Throughout our yours of service 1o this industry, we have used many of the water handling fools
that make up 1he "ol box of water handling,” Some of the tools we have used are: direct
application with soil amcendments, sub-soil drip irrigation, injection, and water treatment which all
have demonstrated tremendous results with no negalive impact.

We understand that probicms do arise, however, we feel that there are options available for conflict
tesolution that arc nof being considered by the peditioners,

Uver the last 10 years in the Powder River Basin, we have made many personal friends in the
tarming and ranching community and we fec! that this rulemaking would have a very negative
impact on their livelihood,

Informatisn cimeind it s sommwiation s sonfidentiad md is forenidad only for the use of the addresse anily
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Thank vou for the opportunity to comment on this matter

Sincerely.

Curtiz Good
Vice President, Pearl Fioid Services

A,
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January, 29 2007
JAN 79 0w

M. Gordon Terd A, Lorenzon, Dirsclor
Chatrman Environmental Quality Counll
Wyoming Environmental Quality Conmeil

122 W, 25" 8t.

Hersohder Bldy, R 1714

Cheyenue, WY 82002

RE. Citizen Petition for Rulemaking. Powder River Basin Resource Couneil et al-
Revised Version — WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

Procwriting this letter with regatds to the Citizens Petition for Rulemaking which would
amend WD Chapter 2, if approved. [ oppose the petition and hope the Wyoming
Environmental Quality Council (WEQC) will oppose it ag well,

The coalbed methane industry has been a strong economic source for the cotamunity of
Campbell and Johnson County, as well a5 the entire state. T am very fortunate to be
working at the Children’s Developmental Services of Campbell County, as an
Instructional Assistant. The center provides services for children (approx. 200) from
birth to school age, with the addition of parenting classes and has a staff which focuses
on children with disabilities and special needs.

Due to the fact that the center is 2 Campbell County organization, funding is provided by
county and state government, The state and county receives a tremendous amount of
revenue from the oil and gas industries and a very large portion of that is from coalbed
methane rovalties. ] know the children that go 1o the center and their families benefit
very much from the extra money brought into the state and county from coalbed methane.
Many of the parents work within the coalbed methane industry and many jobs would be
lost if this petition is approved. It is hard to picture what services will still be available, if
any, without the revenue from coalbed methane,

My family, husband and two children (age § months and 7 year G.Id}i will be greatly
impacted if this petition is approved. My husband is employed within the coalbed
methane industry. 1f my husband losses his job, we may be forces to move out of Gillette
in search of a new occupation.

I understand that thore have boen some unfortunate mishaps. However, changiﬂg the
rules and forcing many people out of a job does not seemn to be the most responsible
solution.
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It would be very much appreciated by many, if the WEQC would not approve the
Citizens petition for Rulemaking. The approval of the petition would cause ruany
hardehips within the community and state. Many people will be out of a job and childien
with special needs may not have the opportunity to receive extra services that they need,
due 1o Iack of funds,

Thank you very much for vour time and consideration, if you have any questions feel free
to email me ot thnee@hresnanuct.

Sincerely,

YATES PETROLEUM CORF Pa
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman JAN 23 2
Wyonting Environmental Quality Council Terd A, Lorenzon, Dirsclor
122 W. 25th t. environmental Quality Councl

Herselder Bldg,, Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002
Fax - 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council etal-
Revised Version-WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon,

I am 2 Professional Geologist working Waler Management issues for Peanaco/Marathon
Oil Company in Gillefte, WY. 1 have lived in Wyominy [or the past & vears. Thavea
mortgage, 3 vehicles, 3 children in the Campbell County School System. I also have {
child who is a freshman at the University of Wyoming. Iam very active in music in the
ares and [ attend the Wesleyan Church in Gillette.

I oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Council et al - WQD chapter 2.
« [ oppose any rulemaking that reduces or sliminates the ability for coalbed
produced water 1o be discharged and thus beneficially used.
s Water has to he in the stream and constantly available to ranchers, livestock and
wildlife if it is to be benaficially re-used,

T would alsu like to make the following points about this role:

&  1fthis rale is passed, in muy foun, the financial ramifications to me, my family,
my fellow employees and my company will be devastating. In addition, the loss
of tax_revenue to the county and state from the tremendous reduction in Coal Bod
Natural (as production will change Wyoming’s revenue picture from baving s

» John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Division, has written to
the BQC with his understanding of the effects of the proposed rule. Mr, Wapner
stated the rule will huve the offect of prohibiting most, ifnot all CBM nroduced
water discharges.

¢ Ioppose any rule that would set strister standards for Powder River CBM
produced water than the existing WYPDES standardsdor Ccnvez;&egai Oil and
Gas Operations. The concept of a stendard is self-explanatory.. it should bf" o
applied over the entire state. The Powder and Tongue g;vgxs are not any Az:hﬁaran:
from the Wind/Big Homn or Shoshone rivers. This rule is bound o be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious upon appeal.

e
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It is well understood by the Pennaco and other CBNG operators in the basin that
problems with CBM water on some individuals® propertics might exist. have
personally dealt with many of these individuals... iz my opinion, their view of
rights they are owed is skewed beyond all reasonableness. There are many
options available for conflict resolutions that are not being pursued by the
petitioners. Changing water quality rules is not a fix for those {ssues. In nearly
overy case an engineered solution has heen offered to the petitioners. The
puoiitioners seem opposed to anything but a fight

e PRBRC, in my humble vpinion, 15 a group of environmentalists with an
unrealistic view of the world in which they live. They want natural gas, oil and
coal energy to be available and convenient, but are opposed 1o responsible
development of Wyoming's resource base. Their website says they are for
responsible development, but I believe PRBRC’s view of responsible is more like
impossible,

The Attorney General's office has repeatedly cantioned the BQC against this
petiton and the rule it proposcs. The EQC would be wise to head their attorney’s
advice. Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck down as arbitrary and
capricious.

Thank vou for the opportunity 10 comment on this rule. Again, please register my
opposition 10 making this a rule or policy. Please feel free to contact me at 307-660-0013

of you have any guestions *eaardmg ray opinion. 1 Eave Wyamg and do not want 1o
se vy ability to maake s Hving in this wonderful

Sincerely,

ety fy A

Gregory & Smith, PG

s

I
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman JAN 2§ 2007
Wynming Environmental Quality Council ar A Lorenzon. Director
123 W. 25th St Envirormenial Quality Counc
Heorschler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax — 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resourve Council etal-
Revised Version-WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon, ’ o
1 am a operator for Marathon Oil Corporation . I have heen in Gillette for 38 years in oil
and gas operutivus,

1 oppose the Citizen Petition for Ralemaking — Puwder River Basin Resource
Council et al ~ WQD chapter 2.
= T oppose any rulemaking that rednces or eliminates the ability for coalbed
produced water tn he discharged and thus beneficially used.
e  Watcr has to be in the stream and constantly available to ranchers, livestock and
wildiife if it is 1o be benoficially re used.

{would also like to make the following points about this rule;

¢ Ifthis rule is passed, in any form, the financial ramifications w me, my famnily,
my fellow emplovees and my company will be devastating, in addition, the loss
of rax revenue to the county and state from the tremendous reduction in Coal Bed
Natural Gas production will chanee Wyoming’s revenue picture from having a
surplus to a dofigat

s John Wagner, Adminisimuior of the DEQ s Weater Quality Division, has written to
the EQC with his understanding of the effeuts of the proposed rule, Mr, Wagner
stated the rule will have the ef¥ect of prohibiting raost. if not all CBM produced
water discharges,

e Ioppose any rule that would set stricter standards for Powder River CBM
produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Oil and
Gas Operations. The concept of a standard is selfexplanatory. it should be
applied over the vndice state. The Powder and Tongue Rivers are not any different
from the Wind/Big Horn or Shoshone rivers. This rule is bound to be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious upon appeal.

¢ Jtis well understood by the Pennaco and other CBNG operators in the bagin that
problems with CBM water on some individuals® properties might exist. | have
personally dealt with many of these individuals...in my opinion, their view of
rights they sre owed is skewed beyond all reasonahleness. There are many
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options available for conflict resolutions that arg not being pursned by the
petitioners. Changing water quality rules is not a fix for those issues. In nearly
gvery case an enginecied solution haa been offered to the petitioners. The
petitioners seem opposed o anything but a fight,

s The Attorney General’s office has repeatedly cautioned the EQC against this
patition and the rule it proposes. The EQC would be wise to heed their attorney’s
advice. Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck down as arbitrary and
capricious.

Thank vou for the opportunity to corament on this rule. Again, please ragister my
opposition to making s 2 rule or pobey.

Sincerely,

Berpard Craig Gillette Wyonming 307 -6801162
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W, 28th Street

Horschior Bldy., Room 1714

heyvenne, WY 82002

Dear My, Mark Gordons

T am writing this lutter In responss (o the pohition that has beon filed against the CBM
industry. | have been emiployed in the industry for the last two and o half years now, {1
has beens my oxperience that the only negative opinions on iU have come from people that
know nothing about the industry. Most of the wanchers that Tloww and work with
through the fndustry love it. Most have water to grow grass that they nover had and arc
getting two and three vattings on their hay flelds whers only one nse to ba pogsibla

i just recently purchassd nay first horse and {urnishings for 8 This was made possibie by
CIBM gencrated revonue, It way not for the CBM industry, | would not have been able
6 afford o stay in Wyoming and closs to my family. Family ix very imporiant tnome, as
i is for yourself and others | imagine, Just think about how many families would be torm
apurt by dueing soincthing this dramatie,

Wyoming {8 a state that depends on mineral sxtenetinn for ir8 well heing. 1¥ you shut one
of them down vou really have 1o shug all of them down. Uithor states a8 well honefit from
Wyonng s minorals.

Thank yesr for vour time and please lank af the Impret fo Wyoming Bowilies that ths
would have. 1 am faxing this letter in and & hard copy will ibllow I the mail.

Sincerely,
Bryan Gentry
Bukur Bocrgy
Sheridan, WY
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January 28, 2007

&ry JAN 2 9 2007
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman . i
Wyommg Environmental Quality Council :Tef” A. Lon ?{goni' lgchor "
122 W. 25 St. Environmental Qua !W ounch
Herschier Bldg., room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council ct al

Dear Mr, Gordon:

My name is Paul Wages. I grew up in Montana and graduated from Montana Tech with a
degree in Petroleum Engineering. Ten years of my career has been spent in Wyoming,
first in the Rock Springs area and now in the Gillette area with the coal bed methane
industry. Only four years of my career, utilizing my professional degree, has been spent
working in my home state because the job opportunities do not exist there like they do in

Wyoming.

In 2000, I return to my home state so I could finish raising my children through high
school amongst their family. I was able to land a job with the BLM in Great Falls for less
than half of my industry salary but achieved my personal objective of seeing my children

- attend and graduate from high school among our family and friends. In 2005, I'received :
a call from a former busincss acquaintance and was asked to consider a position in
Gillette with their company;which I accepted. I am convinced that I would not have
been given this opportunity to work again in Wyoming if it had not been for the rapid
growth of the CBM industry in the Powder River Basin.

I oppose the Citizen Pettion for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et
al — WQD Chapter 2 for a number of reasons:

e 1do not believe the more stringent regulations in the proposal are necessary to
protect the land, wildlife habitat, wildlife or domestic ranching operations. 1

- believe the DEQ has the wherewithal in the existing regulations to effectively

- managing the industry.

s More stringent regulations would have the immediate affect of slowing down the
development. It is the pace of the development that created the job
opportunity I now enjoy and allows me to fund my children’s college
education.

¢ As the CBM development centers on the acreage associated with the Big George,
more and more Federal Minerals are involved. The Federal Government, through
the BLM has already imposed significant wildlife timing stipulations to our
operations that effectively shut down many of our activities from late in the year
for Bald Eagle roosting criteria until mid-year with nesting and breading activities
associated with raptures and sage grouse. The service industry is going to be
severely impacted by these stipulations in 2007 unlike previous years because so

- much of the development is now on Federal acreage. The social/economic effects
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will be drastic. More stringent regulations for surface discharge of CBM water
will compound these effects.

o Iam discouraged that a small group of vocal opponents to CBM development can
impact the industry so much. There are too many landowners in the basin that
welcome the CBM development and the beneficial uses associated with the water
whose testimony appears to be unheard.

o The coal development in the Northern portion of the basin is not as good as that in
the center. These proposed regulations will significantly increase the operating
costs for the development of CBM and will make portions of the basin
uneconomic. Undeveloped minerals mean no gas production and no royalty
payments to the Fee, State and Federal mineral owners.

In summary, I have enjoyed good employment in Wyoming because of the business
friendly regulatory environment that exists here. I know too well how unnecessarily
stringent regulations have discourage business development in the State of Montana.
You have only to look across the border to the lackluster Montana CBM development to
recognize how damaging these types of initiatives can be for the industry and the

associated employment opportunities.

Thank you for the opportunity t6 comment on this important issue. Please contact me if
you have any questxons at 307-685-5735.

//Lwoya

Paul Wages
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Robert Underwoud
1412 High Court
Gillette, WY 82718
(307) 686-1774

FILED

JAN 2 9 200

Smuary 29, 2007 PTe'rri A. Lorenzon, Director
crvironmenta! Quality Counell

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
Attn; Mark Gordon

122 W. 25% St.

Herschler Bldg. Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82007

Deur M. Gordon:

I have read the petitioner’s comments about how CBM water has dostroyed their operations
tor cattle and grass production. Ialso see that 19 families have created the “Petition to Amend
Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2, Appendix H.

President George W. Bush has now set a course to reduce our dependence on foreign energy
production. It is now our task to carry his directives  completion. Even thongh CBM and coal
production in Wyoming only amounts for 19% of the total heat and 31% of total electricity in the

United States, it is significant.

If one allows the petition to be signed into law, Wyoming would fall terribly short or the
requirement on the nation. Not only would it impact the city of Gillette and Campbell County,
but it would also impact the entire state of Wyoming and the Nation,

With Jue respect, 1 ask thot you consider the total impact and not just the iropact oo 19
families.
/%/éﬁéwwﬁ/
R.A. Underwood

We can’t chemge the direction of the wind, we can only readjust our sails

7
e
s
i

15

[ 2
.
[
g.

I
£
P
£:0-
FER
£



WL LTEL

wus BB:12 13875824841

VATES PETROLEUM CORP FAGE 01

Fooll Bex /%36

O NHET Yoo, BuaTIP

(Zsr) gé Sw,g oo

[a 8o : /7 Lo o/

c?ij_?wgé;g:ﬁ : ?EW

Aecpihler. Bldp, Kove /75 JAM 29 2007

Eryironmante! Quallty Councl

34%; etlne [fye FET 08P e A Lorenzon, Direcior

BBy - 277 = £/ 34
o, S RE Gevdsn

n k«?&Wﬂi@L&&M&M,ﬁé/ it




/,‘m%\

Brennan Enginee Insfrumentation
January 26, 2007

David D. Brennan

Brennan Engineering and Instrumentation
5700 Antelope Valley St

Gillette, WY 82718

Phone: 307-685-2987

Mark Gordon

Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 West 25™ Street

Herschler Bldg, Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Re: Opposition to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River
Resource Council et al - Revised Version — WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon

Please do not let the Petition to amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule,
Chapter 2, Appendix H pass your approval. We have been involved with
coal bed methane since we arrived here in 1999. We love Gillette and if this
rule passes us and a lot of other CBM companies will be out of business
overnight. Please do not approve that petition. We would really appreciate
your support in this matter. Thank you for your time,

Sincerely,

David Brennan
BEI]

307-586-9468 p.1
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January 27, 2007

Wiz, Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmemal Quality Council
122'W. 25" Street

Hersheler Bldg, Boom 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council &t al -
WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon,

My name is Tony Wryllie and 1 work for Yates Petroleum Corporation in Gillette,
Wyorming as part of thetr Coal Bed Natural Cas produstion team. { a0 wiliiog to let vou
know that I vehemently oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking - Povrder River
Basin Resource Councii et al - WQD Chapter 2.

{ have lived in Wyoming for all of my 37 years of life. I am originally from Cody aad
went to school in Laramie. After college I prepared myself snd roy young family w muws
out of Wyoming to look for a decent paying job for myself and family. [ was lucky
enough to hear about the young CBNG play starting in NE Wyoming and consider
myself terribly fucky to be able to continue to live in Wyoming and make s very good
wage. The CBNG industry and specifically Yates Petroleum gave that to me, and to many
others.

i have been in the water permitting and environmental permitting side of the industry
since February of 2001 and have seen all sides of the argument. T have seen arces where
the water has greatly benefited ranchers, as well ag, times where it has caused significam
problems. In cvery sase, however, the two sides bave come to agreement and TENG
production has continued. Have both sides been happy with the agreement? Probably not,
1t's i our nature to want everything our way and to be upset when we have 0 give In
However, I feel that the positives that are created by this industey far sutwelgh the
troubles of 20 or so individuals. I've heard that members of your souncil don’t want 1o
hear gny more from ranchors and individuals that have gotten many benefits from the
water produced from CBNG wells, that they waut to hear answers to the problem. Well 1
ask you and them have the petitioners in this case given any reasonable solutions? I don’t
think so. I know 20 or so people that have been in car wrecks, does that mean that we
should ga out and make a rule to not build anyreore vebicles or not give out any mors
drivers permits? Obviously not, 81l we need 1o do is use some common sense and come 10
an agresment, We do pot need to shut dowsn the entire industry!

Tn my time working in the environmental permitting of CBNG welis T have worked
extensively with the WDEQ — WQD while attempting to permit water discharge. I have
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always found them to be very environmentally conscious and working hard o make the
discharge of water as enviropmentally protective as possible. Therefore, you can be sure
that ] was surprised when I saw that the Administrator of the WOD . John Wagner, hed
written a letter 10 your council stating that the WQD “not take action” on this petition as
“there 15 probahly no case where a CBM discharge would be able fo mest all of the
conditions of this section”. I believe this letter should carry some considerable weight in
the situation, It"s also imeresting that the council has basically ignored its legal councils,
the Wyoming State Attomey Generals Office. cautioning that the petition is both
arbitrary and capricious,

Again, I am born and raised in Wyoming and the CBNG industry has provided myself,
my wife and twe dsughters 2 home in the state that we love, money for the school systers
to help tocrease the quality of education my children get, money that allows, in my
opinion, the State of Wyoming to stay away from a state income fax, as well as,
hndreds, if not thousands, of jobs in a stote that always hes its gOvernment wondering
why it can’t keep young people in the state te work, just to naroe a few things Tam
opposed {o the petivon and all it represents,

s

Trmy Wyllie

6700 Sleepy Hollow Blvd
Gilletie, WY 82718
307-686-8603




.
pr N

5150 WEST YELLOWSTONE
CASPER, WYOMING 82604
PHONE (307) 234-7833

FAX (307) 234-3909

QJMOSERB;

ENGINE SERVICE

ST

P.0.BOX 491
MILLS, WYOMING 82644

FILED

Mr. Mark Gordon JAN 29 07
Chairman Director
Wyoming Env1ronmental Quality Council Terri A L orenzon, w councl
122 West 25" Street Environmental Qua

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

January 26, 2007

Dear Sir,
My name is Gary L. Ritterhouse. I am the operations manager for Moser Engine

Service, Inc. in Casper Wyoming. It has been brought to my attention that a Citizen
Petition for Rulemaking has been filed by the Powder River Basin Resource Council to
modify Chapter 2 of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules and Regulations.

I feel that all industries, including farming and ranching, need to be
environmentally conscious in their operations. I understand from time to time, problems
with some individuals might exist; however changing water quality rules is not a fix or
solution for these issues. There are many options available for conflict resolutions that are
not being pursued by the petitioners.

It is my understanding that the Wyoming DEQ has looked at the petition and as it
is written, it will have the effect of prohibiting most, if not all CBM produced water
discharges. I feel that the Rule change would be arbitrary if adopted as proposed and I
strongly oppose setting standards for water discharge for coal bed produced waters that
are far more restrictive than are set for other similar discharges (livestock wells, irrigation
wells, mines etc.) I feel that by changing the Rule, most if not all ranchers, livestock and
wildlife currently using and benefiting from CBM water will suffer damage, along with
the tens of thousands of families working in the CBM industry as well as the cities,
counties and state that they live in.

Over 70% of Moser Engine Service’s revenues are derived from various parts of
the CBM industry. If the Petitioners are successful in getting the Rule changed, Moser
Engine Service would be severely impacted by the immediate loss of CBM related
business. This translates to hundreds of thousands of dollars per year in lost sales tax
revenue to the state and counties affected and a reduction of over 80% of our work force.
We would have approx. 16 families with high paying jobs laid off from our work force
alone. Multiply this by the thousands of other small businesses and larger companies
doing business in the CBM sector and you will have massive unemployment, loss of real




estate value (taxes), and financial ruin for many individuals and businesses directly and
indirectly involved in the CBM industry.

Other ramifications resulting from the Petitioner Rule Change would be
Regulation carry over to other industries with similar discharge issues, impacting them
and their employees. There would be major revenue losses to the state and affected
counties created from mineral severance taxes, sales taxes and real estate taxes. Wyoming
has been through several boom and bust cycles over the years and I don’t think the good
people of this great state would like to see another bust cycle such as occurred in the
1980’s, especially one created by a small handful of disgruntled people (all of whom
have cashed checks given them by the CBM industry).

It is my knowledge that the Wyoming Attorney General’s Office has repeatedly
cautioned against this Petition and the Rule it proposes, and that the EQC should weigh
heavily in considering the impact and hardships this rule change would create. This Rule
Change Petition should be struck down as arbitrary and capricious. It is definitely not in
the best interest of the citizens of Wyoming.

I thank you for the opportunity to voice my strong opposition to these Petitioners.

Sincerely,

Gary L. Ritterhouse
Operations Manager
Moser Engine Service, Inc.
Casper-Gillette-Sheridan
(307) 234-7833 Office
(307) 277-0774 Cell
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KVQ Land Consudting: Inc. JAN 2 9 2007
P.O. Box 3769 Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Gillette, WY 82717-3769 Environmental Quality Counci

January 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 West 25* Street

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council, et al —
Revised Version — WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gurdon:

I am writing lo you to oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Puwder River Basin
Resource Council, et al — Revised Version — WQD Chapter 2. As a Professional Landman living
and working in Campbell County, Wyoming, my business will be adverscly atlected by this
petition.

I have worked with many landowners in northeast Wyoming to negotiate Surface Use
Agrcements, Water Discharge Agreements and other agreements necessary for the development
of coalbed methane gas, These ncgotiations have all been suceessful in that the gas is being
produced and the landownets arc enjoying the benefils of having water available for livestock. |
am the contact belween the companies and the landowncers and T can honesily state that I have
never had a waler issue complaint.

The financial ramifications of this Petition will be detrimental to small businesses such as
mine. Thig Petition will have a strong adverse affect the economy throughout the entirc State of
Wyoming.

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my concerns. 1 appreciate your consideration in
this matter.

Sincerely, / i |
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Br. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Tord & 1 o

& farrt A, Lorenzon, Dirsclor
122°W, 2587 8t Environmsntal Qually Counctt
Herschler Bldg,, Room 1714 ’ o
Cheyenne, WY B2802

Fax -~ 307-777-6134

RE: In opposition of the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking ~ Powder River Basin
Hesouree Counell ef 2l - Revised Version ~ WQU Chapter 2.

Dear Mr, Gorden:

My wife and I are pariners in Land Surveying Incorporated, a surveying firm in Gillette.
We both take pride in the fact that our business was created by two people and now
congists of thirteen hard working individuals. Some of which that have moved from far
to be employed in Northeast Wyoming, Granted we are not a huge business in
somparison {0 others, but cach one of us pay our taxes, send our ldds fo school and love
Wyoming for the big wonderful opportunities that it has to offer.

The petition that you heard on the January 17-18, 2007 was put {ogether by 4 very amall
amount of petitioners and fails to represent the entire population of Wyoming. [oppose
the Petition for Rulomaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et sl Revised
Version — WQD Chapter 2. Don’f allow such a small amount of petitioners to create nule
changes that will create financial ramifications to the State of Wyoming, 1'his rule change
comes across targeted directly at the CBM mdustry. Iunderstand that if said rule change
takes place that it will all but elinunate the discharge of CBM water. There are more than
cloven ranchers in the Powder River Basin that arc using the water for beneficial use.
Many of whom use discharge water daily to water livestock and offer water to wiidlife.

Sevaral of the operators offer irdgation systems fo families that have lived their entire
lives without having water for gardens and lawns, becanse they couldn’t afford the
electricity to operate their well, I was told first hand by an older rancher that he lived his
entire Tife in Campbell County without seeing water flow down drainages other than
storm events. My understanding is that the Attorney Generals office has repeatedly
supgestad that you don’t allow the said rule change. Please listen to the advice and don’t
jeopardize the economic benefits as well as the every day use of CBM discharged water
{hat the CBM industry has to offer. I totally understand there are na“:gativc sffects and not
all discharged CBM water is equal in quality. From my understanding the operators have
developed several different ways to deals with water quality that bave bacemg very
beneficial. The rule change wonid create water qualities for CBM watet ten fimes greaier
than the standards for drinking water. Don’t over look several ranchers in the area have
old wells dritled directly fnto a voal bed seams and driok that water overyday, and‘ﬂcvc:
treat it other than small household treatment systems. It seems as though the quality
requiremnents are specifically targeting CBM discharge water and hurting the industry.
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Surviving is what I worry about most if the Citizen Petition for Rulenuking — Powder
Raver Basin Resource Conneil et al — Revised Version — WQD Chapter 2 becomes
effective. We will no longer be able to offer employment to 14 different employees if the
work isn’t needed. Yes we can survive, my wife and 1, but the others that have moved
from far to this wonderful state will be forced 1o leave and find jobs else where. What
kind of 2 losx is that to Wyorming? VYes we are & small amount of people but this rule
change effect’s a large smount of the population of this stafa.

T hope you receive scveral morc Icttors opposing the Citizen Petition for Rulemaldng —
Powder River Basin Resource Couneil et al -~ Rovised Version — WQD Chapter 2. T
believe that the eleven petitioners are the minority and fail (o speak for e ontire
population of this grest state. Thanks for the opportunity to speak my mind and pass
along my thoughts and please make the correct decision and oppose the rule change.

If vou have any guestion please don’t hesifate to call or write.

Cevin C, Imus, LS

Land Burveying Incorporated
20% No. Woarks Avenue
Gilletts, Wyoming 82716
307-682-1661
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Terrl A, Lotenzon, Diragtor
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman Environmentel Qualty Coyncy
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122'W, 25th St
Herschier Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002
Fax - 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulamaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council etal-
Revized Version-WQD Chapter 2

Dear M. Gordon,

I am a Project Manager working Water Management issues for Pennaco/Marathon Oil
Company in Gillette, WY. I have lived in Wyoming for the past 6 months. During this
tizne | have become to believe that this is & wonderful state in which to put down roots.
This is evident by the numbers of out of state workess leaving their homes and coming to
the state to fill positions where additional manpower is needed. I am active in local
groups in the area.

1 oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Couneil st al — WQD chapter 2.
» 1oppose any rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability for coalbed
produced water fo be discharged and thus beneficially used.
¢  Water haz to be in the stresm and comstantly available to ranchers, livestock and
wildlife if 11 is to be beneficially re-used.

I would also like to make the following poinis about this rule:

s If this rule iz passed, in any form, the financial ramifications to me, my fellow
employses and my company will be devastating, In addition, the loss of fax
revenue to the county and state from the remendous reduction in Coal Bed
Naturat Gas production will change Wyoming's revenue picture from having a
surplus 1o 2 deficit

& John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Division, has written to
the BQC with Hs undemstunding of the effects of the propused Tule. Mr, Waener
stated the rale will have the effect of prohibiting most, if not ali CBM produced
water discharges.

» I oppose any rule that would set stricter standards for Powder River CBM
produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Oil and
Gas Operations. The concept of 2 standard is self-explanatory...it should be
applied over the entire state. The Powder and Tongue Rivers are not any different
from the Wind/Big Homn or Shoshone tivers. This rule is bound 1o be struck
down as arbitrary and capriclous upon appeal.




S,

e Itis well understood by the Pennaco and other CBNG operators in the basin that
problems with CBM water on some individuals’ properties might exist. [have
personally dealt with many of these individuals...in my opinion, their view of
rights they are owed is skewed beyond all reasonableness. The petitionere seem
opposed to anvthing but a fight,

& The Attorney General’s office has repeatedly cautioned the BQC against this
petition and the rule it proposes. The EQC would be wise to head their attomey’s
advice., Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck down as arbitrary and
capricious,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this rule. Again, please register my
opposition to making this a rule or policy. Please feel free to contact me at 307-685-5091
of you have any questions regarémg my opinion. Ilove Wyormng and do not wantto
lose my ability to make a living in this wonderful state!

&

Démis Tawis, PE
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman N1 ! '53%5 January 26, 2007
Wyoming Environmental Quality Councll 353« ' enrle

122 W, 257 St - gi{éﬂ anch

Herschier Bidg., Room 1714 Tttt A ?i y @na‘ﬁ’i\;

Cheyenne, WY 82002 & oiron al

Dear Mr. Gordon,

{ oppuse tha Citizen Petition for Rulemaking - Powder River Basin Rescurce Council et gt -
WD Chapter 2.

{ have lived in Gillefle since 1978, and have worked in the CBM industry since 1009, My job has
aliowed me as a single woman o make a comfortable living due fo the higher wages paid by the
CBM Industry. i1 did not have this job my gquality of life would be severely impacted.

Everyone in Campbell and Johnson counties benefits from CBM in the form of lower taxes,
wonderful public faciliies like Cam-plex, the Public Library, and the Recreation Center. 1 bet
these ranchers have shopped at Home Depot a ime or two also, a store that would not be in
Gillette were it not for the growth brought about by CBM development,

{ can appreciate the wishes of the ranchers and the PRBRC members {e protect thelr lands and
the water guality; we ALL want that, including the GBM producers. Water quality and land
protection rules are giready in place and if the rules need 1o be changed they need to apply 1o
ALL producers of discharged water the same. This should include oll wells, conventional gas
wells, coal mines, municipal water faciiifies, etc. Targating the quality of CBM discharged water
and holding it to separate standards that are higher than other industries is unfair,

The company | wark for has spent millions of dollars on processes to trest the discharge waler
and dispose of it in useful ways where feasible, and has bent over backwards o appease the
ranchers whose land is affected. Yes the Anadarko pipeling is & great way bo dispose of the
weter, bul Ul bet i a producer wanted 1o cross any of these rancher's lands with & similar pipeline
they would be 16ld "no, go away”.

Adopting a blanket “fix” to the issue a few people are having by effectively shutling down the CBM
discharge Is not the answer. {f this rule change is approved the only thing you will be
accomplishing is making s lot of attorneys a It richer,

i guess | don't see what's wrong with having a few more duck ponds on the prairie, or putling
enough water into the Powder River so you could actually call it & river, or sesing herds of fat,
neaiihy deer and anlelope around because they have more grazing and more access 1o
water...all seems beneficial fo me.

Government rules should be mads with regard to what is best for the majority not what is best for

a few
Sincerely,

Kathy Malvorsel

Angdarke Petrolsum

Katherine Haivorsen@anadarko.com
207-585-8747

Fioo1-001
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman RN 28 gy
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council o ?"? A Lorenzon, Diractor
122 W. 25th 8t. ~rronmental Qualty Coungy
Herschler Bldg., Room 1714 ‘
Cheyenns, WY 82002

Fax - 307-777-6134

RE; Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council et al «
Revised Version - WQD Chapter 2

Diear Mr, Gordon,

1 am a Professional Engineer for Penmaco Energy/Marathon Oil in Gillente. Tmoved to
my favorite place on earth {Wyoming) in 1994 and served the State for five yvears in the
Department of Environmental Quality Air Quality Division before aceepting a position
with Holly Sugar in Worland. Hard times in the sugar industry forced me fo sock
employment outside Wyoming in 2002. My family and 1 were thrilled to retum to
Wyoming in 2003, the great State where my wifs was born and raised, and my only son
was born. This apportunity to “eome home” was provided by the coal hed methans

(CBM) industry.

1 oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking - Powder River Basin Resource
Council ef al - WQD chapter 2. Please allow me to explain why:

« I oppose any rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the obility for coal bed
prodused water to be discharged and thus beneficially used.

¢ Water must be continuously available to ranchers, livestock and wildlife if it is to
he heneficially nsed.

¢ If this rule is passed, in any form, it will be devastating fo landowners who want
and use the water, opsrators who produce the water, consultants and service
providers who support the operators, and all citizens of Wyoming who enjoy not
having to pay state income tax. For me and my family, it will likely require us to
leave Wyoming again to seek employment, as engineering positions here are “few
and far between”. This would be particularly painful for my wife whose dissbled
son lives nearby in Rapid City, SD.

o John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Division, wrote the
EQC with his understanding of the effects of the proposed rule. Mr. Wagner
stated the rule will have the effect of prohibiting most, if not all CBM produced
water discharges. i _

s Toppose any rule that would set stricter standards for Powder River CBM
produced water than the existing standards for conventional ofl end ges )
operations, or any other discharges for that matter. The Attorney General’s office
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has repeatedly cautioned the EQC against this petition and the rule it proposes.
Thiz rule is bound to be struck down as arbifrary and capricious upon appeal.

» It is well understood by the Pennaco and other CBM operators in the Powder
River Basin that problems with CBM water on some individuals® properties might
exist. Changing water quality rules is not a fix for those issues. There are options
for resolution available that are not being pursued by the petitioners.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this petition, Ploase note my opposition to
making this a rule or policy. I can be reached at 307-660-2102 should you have questions
regarding this letter. My wife and I would like fo remain in Wyoming, something that
might not be poscihls if this petition hecomas rule, sa aur som can continua to benefit
from the excellent schools, so we can continue to contribute and be responsible citizens
of our comnunity, and so we can contnue 1 enjoy the State we lovs so much,

Sincerely,

A Y

David T, H3L, P.E.
508 South 4-J Road
Gillette, WY 82716
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January 26, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyorning Environmental Quality Couneil
122 W, 25th 8t

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

Chovonne, WY 82002

Fax — 307-777-6134

on, irsctor

Terrd A Lotenzo :
al Qualty Coungl

Environmenta

RE: Citizen Petition for Rufemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council etal-
Revised Version-WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon,

1 am an Information Technology Consultant {ITC) working on computer systems for
Pennaco/Marathon Ol Company in Gillette, WY, T have lived in Wyoming for the past
21 years. I own two houses, a camper and 3 vehicles of course I pay taxes on all of them
in the state of Wyoming. [ am an active sport enthusiast participating in such activities as
(Golf, camiping, hiking, fishing, and hunting in Wyoming,

I oppose the (itizen Petition for Rulemaldng — Powder River Basin Resource
Counci et al - WQD chapter 2.
* ] oppose any rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability for coalbed-
produced water 10 be discharged and thus beneficially used,
& Water has 1o be in the stream and constantly available to ranchers, livestock and
wildlife if i is 1o be beneficially re-used.

L would also hke to make the following poiats about this rule:
e If'this rule is passed, in any form, the financial ramifications 1o me, my family,
my fellow employees and my company will be devastating, In addition, the Joss

oftax ue 1o the county and state from the tremendous raduction in Coal Be
Natural Gas production will change Wyoming’s revenue picture from having a

surplus 1o a deficit.

e John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Diviston, has written to
the EQC with his understanding of the effects of the proposed rule. Mr, Wagner
stated the sule will have the effect of prohibiting most. ifnot all ©BM produced
water discharges,

« ] oppose any rule that would set siricter standards for Powder River CBM
produccd water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Oif and
Gas Operations. The concept of 2 standard is selfiexplanatory. . it should he
applicd over the entire state. The Powdor and Tonguo Rivers are not any differont
from the Wind/Big Horn or Shoshone rivers. This rule will be struck down as
arbitrary and capricious upon appeal.
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e It is well understood by the Pennaco and other CBN(G operators in the basin that
problems with CBM water on some individuals™ properties might exist. Thave
personally dealt with many of these individuals. . in sy opinion, their view of
rights they are owed is skewed beyond all reasonableness. There are many
options available for conflict resclutions that are not heing pursued by the
petitioners. Changing water quality rules is not a fix for those issues. Innearly
avery case an engineered solution has been offered fo the petitioners, The
petitioners seem opposed 1o anything but a fight.

e The Aftorney General’s office has repeatedly cautioned the EQC against this
petition and the rule #t proposes. The EQC would be wise to heed their attorney’s
advice. Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck dowa as arbitrary and
capricious.

Thank vou for the opportunity to comment on thisrule. Again, please register my
opposition to making this a rule or policy. Please feel free to conlact me at 307-754-3998
of you have any questions regarding my opinion. [ love Wyvoming aud do not want fo
lose my abilitv to make a Hvine in this wonderfu! state!

Sincerely,

David A. King, ITC
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Quality Services, Inc.
2439 Jet Drive, Rapid Clty, South Dakatn 37703-4760
Archeology-Paleontology-History-GIS-Training
gservisestawest net httpy/Awww,quality=services.info
Phone: 605-388-5309 Fax: 605-388.5319 Cell: 605.209-0265

January 27, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W 25" St

Hersehler Building Rm 1714

Cheyerme, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al — Revised
Version ~ WQD Chapter 2

Diear Mz, Gordon:

CGur opinion is that the above request to change water quality standards for coal bed methane
discharges should be denied for the following reasong ~

1. The proposed tule places more stringent requirements on discharge waters than there is

for drinking water and this makes no sense at all. No discharge requirements should be
more strict than standerds for drinking water.

2. There should not be stricter discharge standards for any one type of similar discharge than
another. CBM producers should not be treated more severcly than other oil and gas
producers, or more severely than agricultural or industrial production facilities.
Implementation of this vule would severely hurt the economy in the Powder River Basin,
Our firm has emploved up to 20 people working in Camphell County and these proposed
rules can resuit in our work being reduced 1o the point that most of our people working
there could losc thedr jobs due to severe lack of work for them,

4. The potential harm to the Campbell County economy would at feast as severe as the last
three economic down turns there dating back to the sarly 1980s. The entire Powder River
Fasin wonld lose thousands of jobs, loval povernments and the State of Wyoming wonld
lose millions of dollars in royalties and taxes, and land values would plommet. Many -
personal bankrupteles would ocour and Wyoming would quickly see it’s this area’s
population move out of state for emplovment slsewhere.

5. There is no reason fo implement stricter discharge standards here than in any other part of
the Statc of Wyoming, or more siriet than in adjecent states.

6. This petition for ralemaking is proposed by only a fow people but will seriously and
adversely cffect the entire population of the State of Wyoming and adjacent areas.
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Thank you for your consideration in the matter.

Sincarcly,

Lance Rom
Prasident

PN
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1003 West Mazin Snite #4
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Mr. Mark Gordon

Chairman JAH

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council

122 W 25% Seet el A Lorenzon, Director
Herschler Bidg, Rm 1714 crvironmenial Quallty Coungl

Cheyenne, WY 82002
Diear Mr, Gordon;

We are writing in concern of the Citizen Petition for Rulsnaking ~ WQID Chapter 2
Appendix H. We would like to clear]y state we are against the rule belog adopted, ond
request the couneil take into very serious consideration the following impact we can
perocive happing as well as conntless more problems.

We have a stual] contract pumping business in Newcastle, Wyomning, which has been our
home for 48 years. My husband and 1, Sheldon and Loretta Murphy, have owned and
operated Shelco and SLM Services since 1986, We employee approximately 15 people
and approximately 90% of our business stems from ¢oal bed methane. The proposed
petition for rulemaking, as [ understand it, will all but shut down coal bed methane
development, Due to the strict water quality standards the petition fur rulemaking is
requesting current production may be shut down as well,

We are opposed to the council enacting a rule for just coal bed methane that would
impose higher standards of water quality than is necessary for Coal mining and oil and
convention gas wells us well as drinking water, This also is 2 huge concern as, once this
rule 1 in effect who is 10 say it will not follow through and shut down oil and
conventional gas wells that currently have discharge permits or would utilize them for
foture production. This may filter down to the countless coul mines in the area and close
them down also. The devastating effect this would have on Weston, Campbell, Shoridon,
and Johnson Counties would be horrific.

‘We understand that there ave problems with some individuals concerning water discharge
and that the DEQ musi look into thege problems. There are other solutions or options
available to correct problems other than imposing such strict rules that you would shut
down an entire industry and put countless people and business out of jobs. Please
consider the following description of the Impact this would have on Wyoming's people
when you review the proposed petition and please consider it to be a route that Wyoming
is not going fo tzke. Remember we are the Equality State and vote against making this
rule,

Gl
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Tst our small community the impact this rule would have would put many people out of
jobs, cause them to lose their homes or have to relocate, This would in turn cause
grocery stores, furniture stores, drug stores ete to be hurt or go broke. The number of
banks financing these businesses, houscs ote will be directly affected and may fail. This
is in a community 70 miles away from the nucleus of the coal bed methane. T would ask
vou to think of the Impact of what this would do in Gillotte, Wright and surrounding
areas,

Gillette would have many houses available and no one to buy them, huge amounts of
broke businesses and displaced families, Think of the tax basis the coal bed provides for
the state and Campbell, Johnson, and Sheridan Counties. Gillette alone has countless
bond prujects that have been approved and are in the works. How will these projects be
paid for if you shut down coal bed methane because of imposing 10 strict water
standards? Do we consciously waut to cause o national disaster in our very own state?

Shel and 1 alone would have to lay off most of our 15 employecs, turn back the vehicles
to the bank and close down our office. What will those familics we lay off do, They
have young children and homes and vehicles fo pay for. There goes our States futurc as
Shelco ig not the only business that will loose. The financial ramification on our staic
and our conumunities will be devastating,

We are not suggesting that the DEQ does not have to monitor and protect our
environment we are simply stating that this is not the way in which to solve the problem
by prohibiting most water discharge from CBM. [ would ask if any of the Council
members have visited 2 landowner and looked at the land where coal bed methane water
has been used to irrigate their land with sprinkier systems and aciually create o green
patch of grass for cattle and wild life in a small desert area of a great swte.

Please vote no on the Citizens Petition for Rulemaking — WQD Chapter 2 Appendix H.
Thank you for yvour time.

Sincerely,
Shdedors £ P oy A

Sheldon L. Murphy
President
Shelco

HApredla 17 Jusphy

Loretta A, Murphy
Vics President
Sheico
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January 26, 2007

Mr, Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25% St

Herschler Bidg., Koom 1714

{Chevenne, WY 82002

Dcar M. Gordons

My pame is Jim Nies. [ have been working in the energy business in Wyoming since 1973. 1
have been employed for the last five years as a drilling superintendent for Yates Petroleum
Corporation in Gillette, in charge of hiring the methane rigs and assaciated contractors who assist
in tie drilling of the wells, My wife is an accountant at Dry Fork Coal Ming in Gillette, also.

We have lived in Gillette since 1982 and have seen the busts in the oil patch mostly due to
QPEC. We managed to send two of our three children to the University of Wyoming. They both
waork out of state as professionals, Qur youngest daughter is studying nursing in Colorade. We
recently built a new home in Gillette because we thought the methane industry looked more
siable than the oil patch has been,

Now we and our company are Taced with WQD Chapter 2 Petition which, if enacted, will cause
harm 10 us, as well a3 numercus associates such as ranchers, drillers, pumpers, and other
subcontractors. The methane industry has done more for young people around here than any
other industry, particularly those not Interested In college. If has also put lots of landmen,
geologists, engineers, and hvdrologists fo work that would probably be in other states if not for
this development,

We feel that the beneficial uses of methane water will be curtailed if these stringent standards are
imposed on these discharge permits, We have had seven years of drought and many ranchers
wnnld not have made it through these times had the water not been availuble. We have seen lots
of raptors, ducks, deer, antelope and cattle around methane water reservoirs that would normally
have 1o walk miles away 1o get a drink,

1 don’t think that coaibed methane should be restricted more than any other water source point.
Where there have been problems with certain lasdowners, there should be some means of
arbitration to ssttle the matter, but do not shut down the industry because of a handful of
fandowners,

e Sy WNETCHAAD S3LYA I$9pZ2894881 Pl LBBE/LIZ/NE
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Becauss the state reaps half of the Federal Royalty payments, a shutdown would amount to &
tremendous loss of revenue for the State of Wyoming., The BLM bird stipulations have created a
seven month work year. Let’s not go to nothing.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this matter before the EQC.

Sincerely,

30vd 0D WNETERLES S348A TFEPEE8LBET PRIl LBBZ/LT/T
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January 27, 2067

Mr, Mark Gordon, Chairman o A, Lorenzon, Direclor
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council gzg;’igﬁ?“g Cuelity Counti
122 W, 25th St

Herschler Bldg, Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax —307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council etal-
Revised Version-WQD Chapter 2

Desr My, Gordon,

[ amn & Professional Landman working Surface related issues for Pennaco/Marathon Oil
Company in Gillelle, WY, Thave lived in Wyoming for the past 3.25 years. [haves
wife, a mortgage and 3 vehicles. My wife works for the Women’s Resource Center and
we attend (illette Christian Center,

1 oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Counci et al ~ WQI chapter 2.
s Ioppose any rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability for coalbed
produced water to be discharged and thus beneficially used.
* Water has to be in the stream and constantly available to ranchers, livestock and
wildlife if it is to be beneficially re-usad,

1 would also like to make the following points about this rule:

¢ If this rule is passed, in any form, the financial ramifications 1o me, my family,
my fellow employees and my company will be devastating, In addition, the losg
of 1ax revenue to the county and state from the tremendous reduction in Coal Bed
Natural Gas production will change Wyoming’s revenue picturs from havine g

& John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Division, has written to
the EQC with his understanding of the effects of the proposed mile. Mr. Wagner

stated will have the effect of prohibiting most. ifnot all CBM p
water discharges,

s loppose any rule that would set stricter standards for Powder River CBM
produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Qil and
(as Operations. The concept of a standard is self-explanatory. ..it should be
spplied over (he entire state. The Powder and Tongue Rivers are not any different
from the Wind/Big Horn or Shoshone rivers. This rule is bound to be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious upon appeal.
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+ Itis well understood by L Pennaco end other CBNG operators In the basin that
problems with CBM water on some individuals’® properties might exist. have
personally dealt with many of these individuals, ..in my opinion, their view of
rights they are owed is skewed beyond all reagonableness, There are many
options available for conflict resolutions that are not being pursued by the
petitloners, Changing water quality rules is not a fix for those issues. In nearly
every case an engineered solution has been offered to the petitioners. The
petitioners seem opposed to anything but a fight.

e The Attorney General’s office has repuatedly cautioned the BQC against this
petition and the rule it proposes, The EQC would be wise to heed their attomey’s
advice. Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck down as arbitrary and
capricious,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this rule. Again, please register my
oppusitivn fo meking this & rule or policy, Please feel free to contact me at 307-083-3095
of you have any questions regarding my opinion. 1love Wyoming and do not want to
lose my ability to make & living in this wonderful state!

Sincerely,

At 5
Cregory A, Reestes, CPL
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Mr. Mark Gordon jfz?% 7%
Chatrman

Tomi A Lorerzen, Director
anmenial Quallly Couns

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W, 25" Street

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

Chevenne, Wyoming 82002

Dear Council,

Myself and Gus Malli have an outfitting business in the Fomnication Area on BLM in the Powder
River Breaks south of Arvada Wyvoming. [ alse ranch wid have sent a letter for the ranch.

The BLM has not yet heen drilled for CBM in the area but the last 5 vears we have been less and less
deer and Eik in the area when we are hunting. 2003 we did not take one hunter because 11 was 50

bad in 2004 Thore 15 no water in the springs with the drought on and we have seen i1, The deer and
eik have moved oul to water and most of that water is CBM.

{ would hate o see the UBM driven out because of unfair rules placed on them that have not been
placed on other water discharging companies. The water pumped on the places Lam working with is
being used by both cattle and Hivesiock.

Thank You,

ya

Jeff L. Sorenson

P{r Rox 86

Arvada, Wyoming 82831
307-736-2451%
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e A Lorenzon, Direcior
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman =nviranmental Quailty Counci
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W, 25th St
Herschler Bldg,, Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax ~ 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council etal-
Revised Version-WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr., Gordon,

I've lived in Wyoming for the past 30 years and have seen the up’s and downs of the
economy, All 3 of my children whers borm in Wyo. I'm a USA wrestling coach and I'm
also the frack manager at the new (illette speedway that was built by donations from the
methane industry.

I oppose the Citlzen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Counetl et al ~ WQD chapter 2,
s 1oppose any rulemgking that reduces or eliminates the ability for coathed
produced water to be discharged and thus beneficially used.
e Water has to be in the siream and constantly available fo ranchers, livestock and
wildlife i it is to be beneficially re-used.

I'would also like to make the following poluts aboul this rule:

# If this rule iy passed, in any form, the financial ramifications to me, my family,
my fellow employses and my company will be devastating. In addition, the loss
of tax revenue to the county and state from the tremendous reduction in Coal Bed
Natural Gas production will change Wyoming’s revenue pleture from having a
surplus 1o a deficit,

s John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quelity Division, has written to
the EQC with his understanding of the effects of the proposed rule. Mr. Waemer
stated the rule will have the effect of prohibiting most, if not all CBM produced
water di ges.

» Toppose any rule that would set stricter standards for Powder River CBM
produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Gil and
Gas Operations. The concept of a standard is self-explanatory...it should be
applied over the entire state, The Powder and LTongue Rivers ave pot any different
from the Wind/Big Horn or Shoshone rivers, This rule is bound to be struck
down as arbifrary and capricions upon appeal.
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« It iy wall understood by the Pennaco and other CBNG operators in the basin that
problems with CBM water on some individuals’ properties might exist. 1have
personally dealt with many of these individuals...in my opinion, their view of
rights they are owed is skewed beyond all rensonablencss. There are many
options available for conflict resolutions that are not being pursued by the
petitioners, Changing water quality rules is not a fix for those issues. In nearly
every case an enginesred solution has been offered to the patitioners. The
petitioners seem opposed o anything but a fight.

¢ The Atomey General’s office hus repeatedly cautioned the EQC against this
petition and the rule it proposes. The BQC would be wise to heed their attorney’s
advice. Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck down as arbitrary and
capricions.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this rule. Again, please register my
opposition w making this a rule or policy. Please feel free (o contact me at 307-660-5233

of you have any quesmns regarding my ommcn Llove Wyoming and do not want to
il I

Sincerely,

LARRY GORSUCH

LD
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January 28, 2007

Mr. Mark Gord

Chamman JAN 28 2007
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council . renzon, Director
122 W 25" Street Egﬁxﬁﬁe%?ai Quality Councl
Herschler Bldg, Rm 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Dear Mr. Gordon:

We are writing in concern of the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — WQD Chapter
2 Appendix H. We would like to clearly state we are against the rule being adopted, and
request the council take into very serious consideration the following impact we can
perceive happing as well as countless more problems.

I have a small roustabout business, Grizzly Services, Inc., base out of Newcastle,
WY. My wife and I own aod operate this business with most of our work coming from
coal bed methane companies. We currently employ 8 full time employees and 5 seasonal
employees. If this petition is passed, as ] understand it, it will shut down coal bed
methane development.

We would go out of business if this petition passes. Where would my etployees
find work? Ifow would they pay their bills? Not only would Grizely Scrvices lose but
the financial ramifications on our state and our conamunities will be devastating.

We are opposed to the council enacting a rule for just coal bed methane that
would impose bigher standaxds of water quality than is necessary for Coal mining and oil
and conveotion gas wells as well as drivking water. This also is a huge concem as, once
this rule is in effect who is to say it will not follow through and shut down oil and
conventional gas wells that currently have discharge permits or would utilize them for
future prodonction. This may filter down to the countless coal mines in the area and close
them down also. The devastating effect this would have on Weston, Campbell, Sheridan, -
and Jobnson Counties would be homific.

We understand that there are problems with some individuals concerning water
discharge and that the DE() must Iook: into these problems. There are other solutions or
options available to correct problems other than imposing such strict rules that you would
shiut down an entire indusiry and put couniless people and business out of jobs, Pleasc
consider the following description of the impact this would have on Wyoming’s people
when you review the proposed petition and please consider it to be a route that Wyoming
is not going to take. Remember we are the Equality State and vote against making this
rule.
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In our small community the impact this rule would have would put many people
out of jobs, cause them to lose their bomes or have to relocate. This would in turn cause
grocery stores, furniture stores, drug stores ete to be hutt or go broke. The mumber of
banks financing these businesses, houses etc will be directly affected and may fail. This
is in a community 70 miles away from the nucleus of the coal bed methane. | would ask
you to thiok of the impact of what this would do in Gillette, Wright and surrounding
areas.

Gillette would have many houses available and no one to buy them, huge amounts
of broke businesscs and displaced families. Think of the tax basis the coal bed provides
for the state and Campbell, Johnson, and Sheridan Counties. Gillette alone has countless
bond projects that have been approved and are in the works. How will these projects be
paid for if you shut down coal bed methane because of imposing to strict water
standards? Do we consciously want to cause a national disaster in our very own state?

In my work I have set countless stock tanks for livestock and wildlife. Many in
areas where grazing cattle was not feasible before, becaunse of lack of water, now graze
more cattle and shecp. Many reservoirs have been built all through the county. These
boost many homes for waterfowl. I myself have seen countless numbers of ducks, geese,
sandhill cranes and pelicans; yes pelicans on coal bed methane reservoirs.

Please vote no on the Citizens Petition for Rulemaking — WQD Chapiter 2
Appendix H. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
@»@'W%A@‘
Bob Wright

President
Grizzly Services, Inc.

83/e3
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January 26, 2007 JAN 2 9 2007
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman Terri A, Lorenz i
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council Environmental Qggﬁtynm}

122 W. 25th St
Herschler Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Regarding: Powder River Basin Resource Councli Petltion to Environmental
Quality Council

Dear Mr. Gordon

Please reject the above mentioned petition. As stated it would severely limit coal
bed natural gas production not only in the Powder River Basin, but in the rest of

the state as well.

I work for GBM Associates, Inc. as a permit writer and having coal bed natural
gas production severely curtailed could mean loss of my job and other jobs in my
company and the companies that produce the natural gas.

Thank you for your time.

Kevin Anders

/2
A ﬁ%’
4501 Rocky Point Drive

Gillette, WY 82718
307-682-4339
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January 26, 2007

FILED

LY % i
M. Mark Gordon JAN 28 207
Chairman Tard A. Lorenzon, Direcior
Wyoming Envivonmental Quality Couneil
122w, 25% st
Herschler Bldg., Rm. 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Via Facsimile (307-777-6134) and Regular Mail

RE: Opposing the Petition for Rulemaking ~ PRBRC et al - WQD Chapter 2
Dear Mr. Gordon:

My name is Crystal ] Walker of Gillette, Wyoming. I work for Yates Petroleum
Corporation as a Land Technician/Mapper. [ oppose rulemaking that reduces or
eliminates the ahility for coalbad produced water to be discharged and thus beneficially
used. Iwas bom and raised in Gillette, WY. I moved away for 10 years after graduating
from high school o allend college and started my caréer, | moved back to Gillsite in
2000 with my husband and child to begin working in the CBM industry. My husband
also works in the CBM industry servicing CBM wells, We are doing very well in Gillette
and love the commmity and schools. I this rule is passed, it will be detrimental to me
and my family. Not only will it destroy our sole source of income, it will destray the
copermunity! This towrn has boomed due 1o the CBM gotivities and has benefited
tremendonsly from it. The tax revenue that has been penerated from the CBM industry
has enabled the town of Gilletie to improve and develop wonderfully! If this rule is
passed P'm afraid that my family and { will have to move from the wonderful state of
Wyoming to make a Hving else where.

Please consider when making your decision that I understand that problems with some
individuals nright exist, however changing water quality rules is not a fix for those
solutions. There arc many options available for conflict resolutions that arc not being
pursued by the petitioners. Remember also, that the Attomey General's office has
repeatedly cautioned against this petition and the rule it proposed, and the EQC would be
wise o heed their attorney’s advice.

Please take my concerns to heart when making your decision. Mince and my family’s
livelihood depends on it!

you very rauch for your time.

CHystal 1. Walker

Ervirnmenigl Qua i‘v Counct

g1
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January, 29 2007
AN 79 2

Mr. Gordon Tord A, Lorenzo
Chairman Environmental Qu
Wyoming Environmental Ouality Comneil

122 W, 25% 8t.

Hersolder Bldy,, Riu 1714

Cheyerme, WY 82002

n, Dirsctor
sty Councl

RE. Citizen Petition for Rulemaking. Powder River Basin Resource Couneil et al-
Revised Version —~ WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

Imowriting this letter with regards to the Citizens Petition for Rulemsaking which would
amend WQD Chapter 2, if approved. I oppose the petition and hope the Wyoming
Environmental Quality Council {(WEQC) will oppose it as well,

The coalbed methane industry has been a strong economic source for the coromunity of
Campbell and Johnson County, a5 well 23 the entire state. 1 am very fortunate to be
working at the Children’s Developmental Services of Campbell County, as an
Instructional Assistant. The center provides services for children (approx. 200) from
birth to school age, with the addition of parenting classes and has 2 staff which focuses
on children with disabilities and special needs.

Due to the fact that the center is a Campbell County organization, funding is provided by
county and state govermment, The state and county receives a tremendous amount of
revenue from the oil and gas industries and a very large portion of that is from coalbed
methane rovalties. | know the children that go to the center and their families benefit
very much from the extra money brought into the state and county from coailbed methune.
Many of the parents work within the coalbed methane industry and many jobs ngutd be
lost it this petition is approved. If is hard to picture what services will still be available, if
any, without the revenue from coalbed methane.

My family, husband and two children (age 8 months and 7 year “"’,ld}f will be greatly
impacted if this petition is approved. My husband is employed within the coalbed
methane industry. If my husband losses his job, we may be forces tomove ow of Gillette
in search of a new occupation.

T understand that there have boon some unfortunate mishaps. However, changing the
rules and forcing many people out of  job does not seem to be the most responsible

solution.
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It would be very much appreciated by many, if the WEQC wouid not approve the
Citizens petition for Rulemaking. The approval of the petition would cause many
hardships within the community and statc. Many people will be out of a job and childwen
with special needs may not have the opportunity to receive extra services that they need,
due 1o lack of funds.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration, if you have any questions feel free
to email me at thnez@hresnan agt,
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January 26, 2007

Wyommng knvironmental Quality Couneil
122 . 25% 5t JAN 2 9 2007
Herschler Building, Room 1714 T

2 err A, i
Cheyenne, Wy 8200 Envire - Lorenzon, Director
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To Whom it May Concern:
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chaimman

Wycmlnzg sgnwromnemas Quaiity Council JAN 2 9 2007
122W 25 St Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Herschier Bldg., km. 1714 M ' .
Cheyenne, WY 82002 Environmental Quality Council
Dear Mr. Gordon:

My name Is Jeff Howe. | was bom in Powell, Wyoming and reised in Cody, Wyoming and moved to
Glilette when | was in second grade. [ have fived in various places since | graduated and snded up in
Denver where | got married and started a family, As the CBM industry grew | noticed the possibility to
move home and be closer to my tamily and my wife's family while making the same wages.| made in
Denver as a Land Surveyor. We made the mave back to Gillette In 2003 and haver't regretted it a bit
My wife works in the Campbell County School District and | am a GIS Technician for an operstor in the
Powder River Basin. My son has special needs and receives the quality of care and resources you
would think only available in a big city. This is all possible by funding from the County and State from
programs that use money generated In part by mineral royaities.

| was shocked at the pefition filed by the Powder River Basin Resource Gouncil (PRBC) and very
surprised that it is even being consitiered. | know that there has got to be some give and take in any
relationship but this petition seems to be ali take by a few unhappy landowners and no give to the CBM
Industry and the many langowners and ranchers that benefit from the CBM Indusiry. | have seen the
benefits of CBM water on ranch land that has not seen water for many years. The fact ranchers and
other inaustries able to have and use of this water in the middle of a drought is amazing.

As a member of the CBM industry, it is our job and our goal to be stewards of the land and be intelligent
about how the water is discharged. Rules and regulations have been put in place and are followed as
clogely as possible but the PRBG seems fo belisve that is not enough. Upon reading through the
petition theve doesn't seem to ba any scientific numbers that were used to set the standards for CBM
discharge water, The city water I drink, bathe, cook and water my yard with has a minimum standard
barium level of 2000 pp/illion, The standard they want to establish for CBM Discharge s 200 pp/illion.
Does this mean the city water | use Is “polluted” or is “pollution™? if 50, ! will stop drinking it!

As stated by the administrator of the DEQ, John F. Wagner, and | quote “"Please note that should the
council adopt part (8) of Appendix | in its current form, it would essentially prohibit CBM discharges o
the surface.” With this statement and the standards set forth in the petition, this would essentially shut
down 99% of the discharges in the basin and put me and thousands of othar people out of work. The
State of Wyomning refies on mineral royaities and taxes to create ifs budgels and fund programs. This
monay would soon quit coming In and programs that benefit everyone in the state might be cut.
Resolutiong should and can be made through other means than shutting down a whole industry that

beneftts the entire State of Wyoming.

Thank you for letting me voice my smaill opinion on such a big decision that you have to make for an
Industry and for the residents of the State of Wyoming.

rety,

Je¥ Howe

2604 Logaht Ave.
Gillette, WY 82718
30/-682-1646
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January 28, 2007
M. Mark Gordon F I L E B
WY EQC
122 West 125 Street JAN 29 2007

4 .
R o o O
Fax 777-6134

Re: PRBRC Petition

Dear Mr. Gordon:

The PRBRC Petition is far too restrictive. The requested change has the potential to shut
down the CBNG industry in which I work.

Use sound science, the existing regulations, and enforcement to maintain Wyoming’s
environument.
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Boordon. DTVell Site Sonoices, Lo

P.C. Box 70 Rozet, WY 82727
Phone: (307) 682-2136 Fax: (307) 682-2282
E-mail: bowdenj@ven.com

January 27, 2007 | F I L E B

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairpan JAN 2 9 2007
Wyoming Envi lity Council
 ear Cuality Terri A. Lorenzon, Director

122 West 25th Street
Herschler Bldg,, Room 1714 Environmental Quality Council

Cheyenne, WY 82002 |

Dear Mr. Gordon, -
We were informed at an information meeting, we attended in Gillette, WY. on

1/25/07, that you have presented with a petition by Powder River Resource Council
to change Wyoming quality rules to the Environmental Quality Council and that
these changes ar¢ aimed at water produced from coal bed methane wells. Aflcr 1oading a
copy of the petition, we are deeply concerned by how such changes would directly affect
us personally and our oil'and gas industry companies, which provide drilling and
production support to thﬁl industry. _

We, Jim and Alberta den of Fastern Campbell County, own and operatz Bowden
Wellsite Services. Inc. and Bowden Management Co, Inc. We currently employ 26 full
time people and are just ¢ a small part of the workforce that provide services to the coal
bed methane development in the Powder River Basin, We feel that if the PRRC petition
is adopted, it will basicly shut down the coal bed methane developement, and many
businesses like ours will be forced out of business, leaving hundreds of people without
work.

From our position, we recommend the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking Powder River
Basin Resource Council et al- Revised Version-WQDC Chapter 2, presented to Mr. Mark
Gordon, Chairman of the Wyoming Environmental Quality Council, on January 17-18,
20417, he denied. ;

Some of the matters in the petition appears to us to bo based on flawed reasoning.
Furthermore, the proposed changes would shut down our lively hood and the jobs of
several employees. We lieve the present rules are adequate and have been and stitl are

heang properly

We do not have any bed mcthanc gas production on any of our land, not are we
apt to, and the nearest production is about 20 miles from us, We don’t benefit from any
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methane water surface discharge oursclves, but we do have neighbors that depend on
this water, for livestock water, in a big way.

During the current drpught, that has been ongoing for the last 7 years in northern
Wyoming, several ranchers have expressed their appreciation for having coal bed
methane water available, which cnabled them 1o provide water for their Hvestock and
kept them from having to sell out.

We have lived in Camphell County all our lives. | have worked in the oil and gas

industry for over 40 . I am a stanch supporter of protecting our environment and our
water quality, My wife dnd T believe that if the current water quatity standards are kept
and strictly administered, that life can go on in the Powder River Basin, and hundreds of
people can continue making a good living, producing a needed resource NATURAL
GAS

Thank you for giving ’us this opportunity to express our feelings.

Sineerely yours,
o/ m«&; yﬁ mwl@’\y

- James H. Bowden

Alberta L. Bowden

Owners of Bowden Wellsite Services and Bowden Management, Co.

|
|
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Buster Ivory
1413 Carmel Court
Gillette, WY 82716

Tanuary 29, 2007

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman F 1 1! E B

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council

122 West 25" Street ) 2007

Herschler Building, Room 1714 IAN 29 2

Cheyenne, WY 82002 Terri A. Lorenzon, Direclor
Environmenial Qualily Courch

Dear Mr. Gordon:

I'am a geologist who has wotked in the CBM industry in the Powder River Basin for over
five years, but I would like you to also consider that I am a Wyoming native with
ancestors that have lived in this area since before Statehood. I was not born in Wyoming,
hut of my nearly thirty four years, thirty thrcc were spent in the state. I attended
clementary scheol and high school in Cody, Wyoming, and continued my education at
the University of Wyoming, My mother’s family is from Hot Springs County, Wyoming
where they homesteaded with the first of the white settlers in the 1800s. Although I'm
not sure that I can document this, my Grandmother has always said that one of our
ancestors was the first white child bom in the Big Horn Basin.  Another of my ancestors
was adjutant general of the Wyoming area prior to statehood, Vincent Hayes, my great-
grandfather, was a lifelong rancher and resident of Hot Springs county and served as
Game and Fish commissioner for a number of years. My family has always been very
closely related to agriculture in Wyoming. I have lived and worked on ranches near
Thermopolis, Sheridan and Cody. I give you this background to demonstrate that I am
lmowledgcablb in many aspects of Wyoming and have a vested interest in not only the
success of the State, but the responsible use of the State’s resources.

The most enjoyable component of my time in the CBM industry has been meeting and
wotrking with landowners in Campbell, Johnson, Shwridan and Converse County. 1have
always done my best to develop a situation which benefited the landowners to the highest
possible degree. I belicve that most I have worked with have been satisfied with the
overall outcome. During this period of dronght these landowners have been able to get
water supplied to areas were historic runoff was not available. In the environment we
have in the basin, particularly in a drought, water is the limiting factor in the success of
thesc ranchers, Also payments, both royalty and surface use, that many have received
from the oil and gas industry have helped to offset decreased profits from cattle sales due
to the limited grass that has been available hecause of the lack of precipitation. It is my
belief that ranchers are the lifeblood of the State of Wyoming. We have picked the image
of the cowboy to represcnt our university and state license platc amnony other things. I
am absolutely for anything that helps these people continue there operations through
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d@cult tm}w and am adamantly opposed to the proposed rule change which would hurt
their opetations. [ believe wholeheartedly that the CBM industry has facilitated many
water uses that have vastly improved the conditions for the ranchers who own or lease the
property from which the gas is extracted.

The Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al —
WOQD chapter 2 would in the words of John Wagner “have the cffect of prohibiting most,
if not all coal bed methane (CBM) discharges to the surface.” [ am strongly opposed to
any rule change which would have this effect. My opposition is based, in part, on the fact
that such a rule would have a negative impact on the vast majority of livestock producers
T have had the privilege to work with in the past years. The elimination or reduction of
surface discharges would not enly prevent the beneficial use of the produced water by
livestock, but would climinate ot reduce payments, both royalty and surface use,
collected by ranchers. As I stated before this is an important financial supplement to
many ranchers through the reduced agricultural production times caused by the current
drought. The proposed rule change would not only prevent new discharges which would
provide inercascd beneficial use, Existing discharges, many of which ranchers already
rely heavily on, would be stopped. Thave also been told by one Sheridan County resident
that the appraised value of his Jand was increased by 10-12% by a professional appraiscr
based solely on the fact that water was available from seven CBM discharges on his
property. Elimination of discharge would cost hitn hundreds of thousands of dollars

overnight.

In addition to the negative economic effect that this rule change would have on livestock
producers in the Powder River Basin, I encourage you to consider the impacts this would
have on the state of Wyoming. The most obvious direct impact would be the loss of
royalty payments the sttt now receives from CBM wells on State property and on
Federal property. It is my understanding that half of the royalties from Federal wells
revert to the State. The next impact would be loss of thousands of jobs in the Powder
River Basin alone. This wounld decrease the tax base imediatcly. Rcal cstate valucs
would plummet in the area. This would be particularly devastating to young couples who
have tecently chosen the Powder River Basin of Wyoming as a location to start their
families and careers and buy their first house. A thirty to forty percent decline in real
estate values, which 1 believe could be one of many results of such a rule change, would
most certainly leave them in a large negative equity situation. Many businesscs may
bankrupt creating a ripple effect. Wyoming does not need to look to far back in history to
see that his is a real possibility for the Powder River Basin.

I further encourage you to look at the impact such a change could have on the Wyoming
education system. As you are probably aware most, if not all, personnel associated with
the Wyoming school system just received a large raise last year. It was my impression
that this raise was a direct result of the large budget surplus. The CBM industry is
certainly a large contributor to that surplus. Iwas very excited to hear about this, and not
just becanse my wife works for the Campbell County School District. Thave long been
¢oncemed that the previous low wapes were often not effective in attracting many of the
brightest and most capable potential teachers which are part of the key to the future

82
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success of our state. We have been fortunate to have some wonderful people who were
attracted, in part, by the non-monetary rewards that teaching had to offer. I credit a
number of thesc people for the successes | have enjoyed in my life. 1 was proud that my
ndustry was able to contribute a significant revenue stream to the state to raise the wages
for teachers, and not only reward thosc individuals already doing a great job of educating
the youth of Wyoming, but algo help to attract others to the education field in the future.

On a smaller scale, I would like to talk about the affects of such a rule change on four
people who Thave and continue to work closely with. All of them went to high school
and wete raised in the Cody, Wyoming arca. I personally contacted and encouraged three
of these people to move to Gillette. They are all very bright and talented people that our
stale should be proud of and motivated to keep here in the future so that they may
continue to make Wyoming the Great State it has been and continues to be. At this time
they are employed in various disciplines in the CBM industry. This rule change would
result in all four people, as well as myself, losing our jobs. At that time our most viable
option to continue our careers would be to move out of this state to get jobs in which we
could continue to use our experience, education and skill. Ihave heard various people,
including the Governor, spesk about the overwhelming concern they have with the
continuing loss of many of the State’s brightest and most ambitious young people to other

areas.

Personally, the rule change would be economically devastating, I would no longer have a
career in Gillette, which has hcen my home since 2001. It is a very real possibility that
my wife, who was born, raised and educated in Wyoming, would also be laid offas a
result of the docrease in enrollment in the Campbell County School District as many
parents lose their jobs and subsequently move to other locations, most likely out of the
state. My wife is a recent graduate of the Occupational Therapy program at Casper
College and also the most recent Occupational Therapist hired by the Campbell County

School District.

As a scientist who greatly appreciates the education provided to him by the University of
Wyoming and its Geology Department, I believe that this proposed rule is not
scientifically valid. The proposed limite are not based on valid scientific principles.
Adopting limits that are different for two diffcrent sectors of the oil and gas industry
concerns me. I also questivn the validity of the proposed Hmit for barium which is ten
percent of the Maximum Contaminant Limit recommended for drinking water by the

EPA.

While there may be some conflicts remaining, the system currently has worked to
successully resolve the vast majority of econcerns I have been made aware of over the
last five years. I have personally took the initiative to help resolve conflicts which were
not related directly to me or the companies I have worked for both as 2 consultant and an
employee over the past five years. It is my experience that most people working in the
industry are like me and are not the exception to the rule. Iwould encourage those with
concerns W work with us and not against us to resolve conflicts.
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The adoption of the proposed rule change would have a devastating impact on an industry
that has largely been responsible in wotking to rcsolve concems with the residents of the
Powder River Basin. This would result in many negative impacts to the area and the
state. Thave outlined a few of the significant events I feel would likely result from such a
rule change. I encourage you to consider these and many others. If you have questions
or would like to further discuss this issue please do not hesitate to contact me by email

(bivory@bresnan.net) or by telephone at (307) 689-2191.

‘Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sinecerely,

Lowitn /WB/

Buster Ivory

CC: Davc Frenenthal, Governor, State of Wyoming
Henry H. R, “Hank” Coe, Senator, Wyoming Senate District #18
John J. Hines, Senator, Wyoming Senate District #23
Michael Von Flatern, Senator, Wyoming Senate District #24
Colin M. Simpson, Representative, Wyoming House District #24
Thomas E. Lubnan, Representative, Wyoming House District #31
Timothy P. Hallinan, Representative, Wyoming House District #32
Pat Childers, Representative, Wyoming House District #50
Sue Wallis, Representative, Wyoming House District #52
Trin E. Mercer, Representative, Wyoming House District #53
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman JAN 72 5 A7
Weom: X Sl ) ‘
12§%§m%mcmww ty Counel Yerri A. Lorenzon, Director
Herschler Bldg.,Room 1714 Environmentat Quality Councl
Cheyenne, Wy 82002

Dear Sir; Response fo the Petition to amend Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2 Appendix H

As a lifelong resident of Campbell County I have an undying concern about the management of
the present and future development of the county. I am a 1964 graduate of Campbell
County and a 1968 graduate of the University of Wyoming.

I was the first full time county recreation and parks director from 1970 to 1975. I was the onsite
environmental coordinator for Atlantic Richfield’s Black Thunder and Coal Creek mines
from 1975 to 1985. I am currently associated with the Devon Energy regulatory affairs
group stationed in Gillette. I am very knowledgeable about water, air, and land quality
issues affecting this county and state.

I have had the privilege of working and raising three collage graduates from this community and
Gillette has been my home for 47 years.

1 consider that I am also a steward of the land and I practice good conservation and
environmental protection in my daily life as an employee of a major energy company and

also in my private life.
The Wyoming Attorney General and the Administrator of the Wyoming Department of
[ Environmental Quality have issued numerous statements or decisions relative to the total
[ removal of any surface discharge in the Powder River drainage system as a result of the

PRBRC petition for volume discharge The Casper Star Tribune reported on Saturday
Jan. 27 that according to Mr. Wagner of the DEQ if this petition passes all development
and the majority of the employees in Campbell County will need to seek employment
elsewhere. Gillette will become only a shell of it’s former self.

I submit to you that this petition be rejected for myself, my family and my future generations.

Yours truly, - + : :
Michael C. Naus ) ‘
Concerned Wyoming Citizen.

v,
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Termi A. Lorenzon, Director
Eywronmental Qually Sourdi

Jan-29-07 09:25

Environmental Quality Council:

_ My name is Mark Fichter, and I work for & Roustabout/pipe-
%Lne company in Gillette Wyoming. Changing the rule about discharg
ing
of methane water would be catastrophic to me and my family.

1 oppose the citizen petiltion for Rulemaking-Powder River
Basin Resource Council et al-WQD chapter 2. I oppose rulemaking
that reduces or eliminates the abilily for coalbed produced water
to be discharged and thus beneficially used. Thore are numerous
benetits to the water being dischaged. For example: Ranchers
cattle, livestock, wildlife, ranchers crops thal Lhey grow. Its
just every rancher that I have talked with about this, say Lhat
they love the water from coalbed methane,

Tf this rule about coalbed melhane water be changed, 1
would have to sell wy house, my vehicle, and numerous other
things that T have purchases over the last 10 or so years. I
Jusl. would not pe able to afford to live in Cillette no more,
and would end up moving my wife and 2 small kids elsewhcrc. Its
sad, but this methane gas is all I know as a career, and a lot
, of my co-workers this is all they know as a carcer. 1 wasn't
fﬁ\§ fortunate like a lot of people to be able to afford to go to
- colinges and get an officc job. Ive Lad Lo work real hard to
support my wife and 2 kids, but if this rule is to change I don't
really know what T aw going Lo do. Not only would this change
effect me and my family, but everyone I know here in Gilletie, TL
would effect them as well. Lf gas production is reduced the state
of wyoming is going to feel the cffect of this rule change as well

50% of the revinue off of each gas well, goes directly Lu Lhe stat
e
of wyoming.

It is my understanding that DEQ has looked at the petition

and that as it is written it will have Lhe effect of prohibiring
most, 1L not atl UBM produced water discharges. 1 oppose setting
standards for water discharge for coalbed prodnced water that are
more restricftive than for other discharges. The rule would be
arbitrary il adopted as proposed.

By changing this rule, th EQC would not be protecting
existing uso of CBM water by ranchers, liveslock, and wildiife.
The ranchers will all suffer if this rule is passed. I{ CBM water
is held to a gtricter standard than other discharged water that
the rule would not stand up. The Altorney Generals office has
repeatedly cautioned against this petition and the rule it

( | Page 1
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JAN-23-2097 B3:51A FROM: TO: 130877776134
January 29, 2007 .
Wyoming Envirosmental Quality Council '
122 West 25™ Street F g Es E E
Herschel Building, Room 17414
Cheyenng, WY 82002 JAN 2 g 2007

Fax: (307) 7776134 !
Teri A, Lorenzon, Director

Re: CBM Dischargs; potential rale modifications Environmental Quaiity Council
Dear Council Members:

| am responding to articles 've vead in several newspapers across the state that have me quite
concerned about the potential for changing or cnacting aew discharnze regulations for coaled
mothanc wolls in the Powder River Basin,

1 understand that some ranchers and landowners arc upsct with CBM developments that bave
abused their land. I done improperly and without regard for the surface owner, there certainly are
many issues that negatively impact their property. However, this is the exception and not the
norm, but as usual’ the negative stories are the ones that get all the press. I've spoken to many
{andowners and, if they own the mincrals, I haven’t found one that doesn’t support CBM
development. As { am sure yon're aware, the b comes when the surface owner is not the
mineral owner. More often than not, even these landowners bave found ways to negotiate Surface
Use Agreements that ensure their protection. If agreement between producer and surface owner
can’t be reached T believe there are ways in place to arbitratc the fmpasse. Ultimately, does the
surface ownar have groator dghts than the mineral owner? §ask this as I wonder if this new try ar
modifying discharge parameters is really an atteropt to shut down the CBM indusiry in this basin,
Even the administrator of Wyoming's Department of Environmmental Quaiity Water Quality
Division, John Wagner, has stated recently in the Billings Gazctte, “T don’t see how any applicant
could submit an application to us that could meet this rule,”™

Be careful what you wish for, the CBM industry has had some other impacts that aren’t so
negative. Young people in Sheridan can astually find jobs that pay a living wage. That's boen
ough on employers in the fast food industry in town, but it’s mice to see young people can stay in
the community and raise a family. It's boon a blessing for funding schwols, state highways, parks,
cte. with the increased tax revenves. {Go ¢ross the border to Morntana and you’lI see the
differcnee. I'm sarc the Governor emjoys the billion dollar surpins also. Last, but certainly not
least, CBM development is an.energy source that does not depend on 2 foreign poversment that
may or may not have an axe to grind with the US,

1 urge you to cast your lot wiscly and not kill the goose that laid a golden epp.
Siumeiy, -~

Rob Kindle

705 South Thurmond
Sheridan, WY 82801
(BOoN7152-2700
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January 26, 2007 E E Es E E
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman JAN 78 2007
Wyoming Environmental Quali ¢i

lzgow. 25th ;;.m t Council Yerri A, Lorenzon, Director
Hurschler Bldg., Room 1714 Environmental Quality Counelf
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax—-307-777-6134

RR: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council el nl-
Revised Version- WQT Chapter 2

Dear Mx. Gordon,

1 am an Administrative Spevialist working in tho Safety Department for
Pennaco/Marathon Qil Company in Gilletie, WY, I grew up in Wyoming and moved
back to the stafe after losing my job in Denver in June 2004, I moved back herc bocanse
T love living here and was tired of big city living.

Y oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Council et al - WQD chapter 2.

o | oppose any rulemaking thal reduces or sliminatos the ability for coalbed
produced water to be discharged and beneficially used.

¢ Water has to be in the siream and constantly available to ranchers, livestock aud
wildlife if it is to be beneficially re-used. Irealize that problems with CBM water
may exist on some individuals’ properties. However, [ don’t believe changing
watcr quality rules is a fix for these probleras.

o If this rule is pussed, in any form, there will be huge financial ramifications to me,
oy farnily, the county and the state.

» [ oppose any rule that would set stricter standards for Powder River CBM
produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Oil and
Gas Operations. Any standards passed should be applied over the entire state.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this mle. Again, please register my
opposition {v making this a rale or policy,

BSBANAN A S B SRART N R R St

Sincerely,
ey desr Recle.-

Mary Sue Redle £
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J-Bird Well Service

PO Box 3440 » Gillette, WY 82717
Ph (307) 682-4511 or (307) 660-1394

FILED

JAN 29 2007
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman . .

. " ; . A. Lorenzon, Director
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council Ter e Councl
129 W, 25 gy _ Environmental Quality
Herschier Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002
Fax - 307-777 6134

January 26™, 2007

To Whom It May Concern:

J-Bird Well Service owns, and operates methane rigs in the Powder Basin arca. We are
writing to you and the council to ohject to the petition to amend Wyoming water quality
rule, Chapter 2, appendix h. We feel that mahy people in Wyoming have benefited from
CBM water and should continue to benefit fiom it. If this were to pass it would not only
harm our economy as a whole, but it would affect our wildlife, our stock, and our land.
The whole state of Wyoming reaps the benefits of CBM water, especially during our
drought time. It helps ranchers produce hay that without it would not be possible, it keeps
our liveatock alive when there i3 no rain, and it keeps Wyoming'’s cconomy booming, We
feel that the more water produced the better the bemefit for everyone.

Thank vou for the opportunity to express out] views on this matter.

J-Bird Well Service
P.C. Box 3440
Gillette, WY 82717
Phone: 307-682-4511
Fax: 307-682-2807

For questions or comments please contact:
Steve Moore: (307) 680-1394 Owner or Kim Lessman: (307) 682-4511 Bookkeeper

!
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W‘y@mmg Eavironmental Quality Council
123w, 25% g,
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Mr. Mark Gordon AN 07

Chairman JAN 7 § 2007

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council : Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Environmental Quality Councll

122 W, Herschler Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Dear Mr. Gordon,

My name is Stacy Koloski and T am currently employed as an Environmental/Federal
Regulatory Technician for Yates Petroleum in Gillette, WY, I have worked in the CBM
Industry for the past seveu years both in the production and environmental fields of this

business.

I am opposed to the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource
Council et al - WQD chapter 2. [ am also opposed o any rulemaking that would reduce
or eliminate the ability to discharge produced CBM water. T believe that CBM water
henefits wildlife, ranchers and our environment and T am opposed to setting unreasonable
standards that would restrict coal bed water to higher standards than that of drinking

water,

T have read the petition that was submitted by 19 landowners, and do believe that there
are issues involving coalbed methane water that has been discharged. I personally
believe that if given the opportunity, these issues could by resolved and the water could
be used benoficially. The amendment from the DEQ would shut down all coal bed
methane water discharges, thus stopping CBM production in the Powder River Basin,
There would be thousands and thousands of jobs affected by this ruling and the impact on
our eommunity and other communities would be devastating, Putting a blanket ruling
into effect to the terms of the petition would be a great disservice to the people of
Wyoning and our nation a¢ a whole, Please take into account that there are 1 great many
people that work in this industry, and gam a living by it, than there are those who huve
concerns. Please also take into uscount all of those that benefit from the energy that the

methane provides in this country. |
;‘

Problems can be resolved if given the opporéuniﬁes to resolve them and there are always
reasonable solutions. Jobs and livelihood can not be resolved as easily.

i
H
|

Thank you for the opportunity to express my comments.

Sincerely .
%I e

Stacy Koloski

4550 Centernial Rd,

Gillette, WY 82716
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Y.arry Foster 3
810 Apricot Street 1AN 2 § 2007
Gillette, WY 82716 Term A. Lorenzon, Director

Environmental Cuality Councl
Mt. Mark Gordon, Chairman
Wyoming Environmmental Quality Council
122 W 25" 8t
Herschler Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002
Fax 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Peatition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Council et al - WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr, Gordon;

For the past four years I have worked for Basic Energy in Gillette, WY. I
am a heavy equipment mechanic for Basic Energy. I have worked in energy
production for about fourteen years, both in oil and methane production.
Basic Energy does works in Baggs, WY and in Johnson, Crook, Campbell,
Converse, and Sheridan Countigs. Of that work about sixty percent of the
wotk done hy the company involves the methane industry. Basic Energy
employees many workers within the state and any changes in energy
production has a large impact on the company. If water control regulations
reduced the production of methanc gas in the State of Wyoming, Basic
Energy would have to reduce its’ workforce. This possible reduction in
workforce could jeopardize my job with the company because of lack of
work.

Water quality and water discharge techniques have been a concern of many
people and businesses in our community. While the state needs to address
water issues, it should evaluate all aspects of this problem before meking a
decision because it has such an impact on so many people and businesges. If
the methane production is reduced because of changes in water control many
people will lose their jobs, the community and the state will lose those
people because they will move away from our area. With that {oss our
retailers will lose shoppers, school enrollment will decrease, and other jobs
will be lost because of the decrease in our population. With this decrease
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comes lower tax revenue, lost opportunities for economic development
within the community and future potential growth, Many businesses,
including some not involved with oil and gas production, may have to close
their doors because of the economic impact.

Although, I do agree that water quality is very important I also believe there
are other options to consider besides the above listed petition. Because these
options are not addressed in the petition I oppose this petition.

I thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts concerning this ratter.

If you have any questions to ask me you may contact me at 307-682-1899 or
307-660-1899.

Sincerely,

Ay V! Tt

Larry Foster

N P R TR P o



A R S e

" \Wioming Environnienalt Gusl, w

[D3 w. RS
QQ;%&M&%QM%%M 1y FILED
AN 2 § 2007

in & - o\ "f‘u&_ﬂ- m ; w
: K{ &9%‘;‘ Teri A. Lorenzon, Direcior
Environmental Quality Councl

TV 6o Wham i) AR Corctin )

D
N mm %ﬁ@f&,@%f\(waﬂw) L Loock \E@f‘t Qa LY
Qo Uit Loveoo Hod o dacf Sartier 39
Z&gi {Zﬂ G t H\Q:HFQ W gl VSLL&LMM T éL&LLYK{{ﬁJﬂt&
,Q passt 4+ jéécvw cin Coat 8o L have
a.d LN e /\)m:)/)&,a@, dh{{cuc((iu% e s indes cs/sé/éz/zge

é) 2z #1{}&1/0/7 Lo Wmm ord g

T Ryooue Co&uw el ol Y‘(Cb ﬁmﬂ\}oﬁ;dgﬁgom

@;l'ﬁe&g iz‘—i:t:tm@/ oot Fhat .@,ﬂzw Qetrds ot hepoms
Gehde it biecdal Couad %(/f?//:rus l@f?‘“/@ hvcany
QL)% Aantetren .+ has pud-en Fhe ﬂWéfS ekl
me‘ﬁncpﬁfwo Hhan [)/,,n)u, eda:& No D %m
buofV—‘Cof“ Ly Nb Nkbﬂ\éu OCV‘%MW DL’(?J}S
u&% L4 /?e/ps He Cﬁmmanzlj ’3 3263 Zotj’
LS mtokaz{w%ﬁacfr L0 f?‘fujuu‘ SWPN‘%
(L«Q‘e:e) ~ S'?-Liﬂlﬁm. Lyauld hum} G ”‘@Li&” @’70/”(@
—gsr\anuﬁ//tf Lo oppose the Cifizen ;%(,;A;for) L5
- /%:“JQ roakiey RBLE. rzicdu)@[) Cm,af%? \/’%mfi Yo
ot e |




JAN. 78,2007 10: 57AM N‘ARATHON OIL GILL 13076877471 %O GG?‘?

VIA FACSIMILE & USPS _
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Mz. Mark Gordon, Chaitman _ J&N 7 3 2007
Wyoming Env:ronmenial Quality Council Teri A. Lorenzon, Director
122 W, 25th 8¢, Environmental Quality Counch
Henscliler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax—~307-77/-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council etal-
Revised Version-WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr, Gordon,

I am an Administrative Assistant working for Pepnaco/Marathon Ol Company in

Gillette, WY. Ihave lived in (illette, Wyoming since 1989, raised two danghters on my
own, and now have grandchildren I would like to see grow up. 1t my employment would
be compromised I would most likely have to re-locate to find decent exoployment. 1
have a martgage, several vehicles and the Gillette area benefits because a large portion of /
my income retnme to the local economy.

Y uppuse the Citiven Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Conncil et al - WQD chapter 2.
» Ioppose any rulemaking that reduces or efiminates the ability for coalbed
produced water to be discharged and thus benefieially used.
s Water has to be in the stream and constantly available fo ranchers, livestock and
wildlife if it is to be beneficially re-used.

I would also like to make the following points about this rule:

o If this rule is passed, in any form, the financial ramifications to me, my family,

my fellow emiployees and my company will be devastating. In addition, the loss
of tax revenue to the county and stats from the tremendous reduction in Coal Bed

Natutal Gas production will chanse Wyoming’s revenue picture from havins &
surplus to a deficit.

« John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Division, has written fo
the EQC w:{th hzs un&crstandmg of the aﬁ‘cats of the pmpcsed rule, Mt W@a

3 abiti

W

e 1 oppose any rmle that would set stricter standards for Powder River CBM
produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Oil and
Gas Operations. The coneept of a standard is self-explanatory...it should be
applied over the entire state. The Powder and Tongue Rivers are not any different




from the Wind/Big Horp or Shoshone rivers. This mile is hound to be struck
down as arbilrury and capricions upon appeal.

» ]t is well understood by the Pennaco and other CBNG operators in the basin that
problems with CBM water on some individuals’ propextics wight cxist, There are
many options available for conflict resolutions that are not being pursued by the
petitioners. Changing water quality rules is not a fix for those issues. In nearly
every case an engineered snhition has been offered to the petitioners. The
petitioners seem opposed fo anything but a fight.

e The Attorney General’s office has repeatedly cautioned the EQC againgt this
petition and the rule it propuses. The EQC would be wise to heed their attomey’s
advice. Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck down as arbitrary and
capricious,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this rule. Again, please register my
opposition to making this a rule or policy. Please feel free to contact me at 307-299-3578
of you have any questions regarding my opinion. [Jove Wyoming and do not want to

luse my ability to make a living in this wonderful state!

Vicki Butterfield
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Terrt A. Lorenzon, Director
Environmental Quality Councl

Jamuary 26, 2007

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W. 25% 8t

Herschler Dldg.. Room 1714

Cheyenme, WY. 82002

Dear Mr, Gordo,

I oppose the petition that has been set before you by the Powder River Bagin Resource
Council entitled Petition to Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2,
Appendix H. Not only does this petition threaten the economic lives of hundreds

of people Jike myself and my co-workers it thrcatens energy development nationwide,
The petition is not asking for responsible CBM development the petition as ] read it
waentld effectively halt all CBM development.

I was bom and raised here in Campbell County. We actually had a small ranch located on
what is now & coal mine. It seems ironic that the petitioners are claiming foul by the
CBM industry when my family had to actually pick up and move due to the coal mine
development. At least the petitioners still have a home and some hope of reclamation.

I believe as a resident of the “Energy Capital of the Nation” that the responsibility of
providing energy to the nation is a part of who we are and what we do. President Bush in
his most recent address to the nation spoke directly of alternative energy sources and
sited coal and natural gas as the leaders at this time. I am in empathetic for the petitioners
beeause ] understand the feelings associated with your Jand being at risk from outside
pressures. [ do not understand almost 580,000 acres of other ranchlands in the Powder
Basin aren’t being affected in such a negative way?

Pleasec Mr. Gordon and fellow Councilmen, take a minute to think about all the lives that
will be affected even with a nominal slow down in the very industry that powers this
area. I have lived thru the boom and bust. ] watched as the banks could not even pay their
debts. I have no desire to go down that buttipy road again.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

U Mg

Tom Hettinger




4101 N. Garner Lake Rd.
Gillette, WY 82716
January 28, 2007

FILED

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Control JAN 23 2007

122 W. 25" 8t Tertt A. Lorenzon, Directo
Herschler Building, Room 1714 i e OETZON, I
Cheycnne, WY 82002 cnvironmental Quailty Counc
Dear Mr. Gordon,

This letter is to state my opposition to the Cifizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin
Resource Council et al — WOD chapter 2. It is my understanding that DEQ has looked at this
petition and, as it is written, it would have the effect of prohibiting most, if not all, CBM
produced water discharges. This would in effect shut down voul bed methane production in
Wyoming, which would have a disastrous effect on the economy of our city, our county, and our
state. The solution to the problems of a few landowners should not adversely affect the
economic benefits of CBM for the entire state.

I vigorously oppose this petition. I grew up on a ranch in Campbell County...a ranch where my
grandfather homesteaded. I have worked for years as a steward of the Jand. I now own a
trucking business and the great majority of our work is done in the methane fields. If the CDM
activity were to shut down, may business would in all likelihood shut down also.

The standards set forth in the petition are unyeagonsble, especially since methane water is held to
a much higher standard than oil well discharge water and coal minc discharge water....n0t {0
mention setting a higher standard than for drinking water for humans! The Wyoming Aftorney
General’s office has cautioned against this petition, and it CBM water is held to a stricter
stapdard than other discharged water, the rule will be struck down as arbitrary and capricious.

As I truck to sites in Campbell and Johnson Counties, it is easy to see the beneficial results of use
of CBM discharge water. Cattie are fat and healthy; calves weigh more; sage grouse, deer,
antelope, birds - all wildlife thrive because there is plentiful water. There are trees and fields on
ground where once was only sparse vegetation. Most landowners I speak with appreciate and
value the water that CBM development has provided. .

Thank you for your consideration of my opinion in this matter. And remember:

No water, no gas.
No gas, no revenue.
Sincerely,
Jack Kubbacher
Kubtbacher Trucking, Inc,

4101 N. Garner Lake Rd.
Gillette, WY 82716
307-680-1814
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January 29, 2007 jAN 26 2007

. . . . Terr A, Lorenzon, Director
Wryoming Environmental Quality Council \ - ;
122 W. 25% Gt Environmental Quality Councll
Herschier Buikling, Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

To Whom It May Concern:

I recently heard of rhe RQC aud arca ranchoers’ attempt to have a law passed to
repulate coal bed methane water. This petitun is going to require the methane water that
it is discharged to be at 200 parts per billion. I, for a fact, know that this is impossible to
do, as I am an operator for a methanc work over rig. If this regulation is put into cffect it
will shut down all enal bed methune production. Theretore | will lose my jab, as the
company I work for will be riined. I will have to watch my friends and coworkers
struggle to feed their families.

Not only will this offect me on a very personal level; it will effect this town by
removing the largest porcentage of jobs. The coal bed methane industry provides 75% of
the jobs in (llette, Wyoming. Not to mention the jobs it provides for the entire county
and surrounding counties. I do not feel that iy right to climinate the jobs of over 17,000
people just to please a fow ranchers. I myself was raised on a ranch in South Dakota and I
do not feel that these Wyoming ranchers are putting anything but their own bapk
accounts in mind. They seem (o have waited until the methane industry had lived their
pockets before fighting against it. Agriculiure is a major industry inn Wyoming, but so we
the natural resources found here. the water dischurge from coal and oil are not regulated
like they are Wying to do with coal bed methane. So why should the mcethane industry
have to follow these laws and not other natural resource industries?

In conclusion, I want it W be stated that I very strongly appose this petition and
feel that is not in the best interest of the entire state to allow it to become a law. I am
thankful 1o you for allowing me to state my opinion and I hope that you will take it into
consideration.

P Rox 3381
Gillette, WY 82717
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Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman - o7
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council JAN 29 20U

122 W. 25" Swreet | |
idi _ 1 orenzon, Director
Croyene, WY 85003 Ezsir%n%nemai Quality Counclt

Cheyenne, WY 82002

Dear Mr. Gordon,

This letter is in reference to the Petition fo Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule,
Chapler 2, and Appendix H. We oppose this Petition and feel that such changes would be
detrimental to our community, employees and business.

Incorporated in 2001, we focus primarily on electrical work in the CBM fields and to date
70% of our business is related to CBM work. We currently employ upwards of 50
employees in the stafe of Wyeorning with company headquarters in Gillette. Lo date we
rent multiple sites to house our employees and five plus employees have recently
purchdsed new homes,

We oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking and the desire to eliminate the discharge
of coal bed methane produced water. We feel that eliminating this water, which benefits
many ranches and their operations, would have serious effects on our business and
community, Less CBM production means fewer service calls for our company which
then has a domino effect; fewer service calis, fewer employees needed, layoffs,
employees without jobs on unemployment as the community as a whole will have fewer
jobs available, people unable fo make rent/mortgage payments, individuals leaving the
community, empty homes and buildings, defanlt Ioans ofe. Not to mention Gillotte’s
growth in the retail markets (Home Depot, Multiple Fast Food Businesses, New
Restaurant’s, Super Wal-Mart) all feeling the effects of cuts in consumer spending,
ultimately leading to more vacant huildings and the downfall of the Gillette eommunity
and all it offers to kids, adolescents, adults and the elderly.

We oppose setting standards for water discharged by CBM higher than other discharges.
This is not an appropriate ¢t of standards and even the Attorney General has advised the
EQC to be cautious of endorsing this petition.

1208 Energy Street Phone 307-682-8530

Gillette, WY 82716 Fax 307-685-6609

SERVICE CONTRACT DESIGN/BUILD RESIDENTIAL POWER QUALITY
VOICE/DATA/VIDEC UL 508A PANEL SHOP




P

We do understand that some individuals have concerns or issues, but we beliove that a
blanket petition is not the answer and other options can be pursucd to appease all
involved parties.

We thank you for your time and consideration and the apparinnity to comment.

Repards,

Lloyd Denton

1208 Energy Street Phone 307-682-8530
Gillette, WY 82716 Fax 307-685-6609

SERVICE CONTRACT DESIGN/BUILD RESIDENTIAL POWER QUALITY
VOICE/DATA/VIDEG UL 508A PANEL SHOP
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/ /,
Mr. Mark Gordon — Chairman, Jamuary 28, 2007
Members of gac Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 West 25" Street T
Herschler Building, Room 1714 ? ‘E L E E
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002 ,
Copy Via Fax, Copy Via U.S. Mail JAN 79 BT

Terri A. LorenZon, Diractor

Mr. Gordon and Members of the Council; Environmental Qual ity Councl

I am writing to you today to voice comments against-adopting the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking proposed by the
Powder River Basin Resource Council ot al { Docket 05-3102) — (including Revisions) and wish for my comments to
be inserted as part of the record, which I understand to be open through Monday, January 29, 2007,

I am employed by Yates Petroleum as a Regulatory Supervisor, and the folks I have the privilege of working with and I
work with landowners and regulators daily to conduct responsible project planning, permitting, implementation,
monitoring and ongoing vperation of Coalbed Natural Gas projects in the greater Powder River Basin. Ihave beena
resident of Wyoming for 15 years ~ living in Cheyenne and then later Gillette. I was bormn and raised in northeastern
Montana and moved to Wyoming to pursue employment in a state more intercsted in cconomic development, as many ;
of the small towns in the area T am from were drying up. Ihave a Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry and work daily with
oraduced waters and water management in the Powder River Basin.

f«\

/

Vith your permission, I wish to first thank the Couneil for your work, which is difficult and likely thankless at times
and for the opportunity to provide substantive comment. It is my sincere hope that my comments will be taken by you
a3 the respectful, but direct, input of a citizen who bas valuable things to say. I bave attempted to be as brief as the

subject would allow without diluting the message.

a. The petition as it is written asks for far more stringent water quality constituent limits to be established for
CBM discharges than are applied to fraditional oil and gas discharges.

Wyoming water quality rules and regulations that relate to discharges are built on a foundation of suitability for use. If
the use of water is the same (in this Gase many times the use is for stock and wildlife use) the water quality standards
should be based on that use. This petition now proposes that if a CBM discharge was oceurring into the east side of a
ranicher’s rescrvoir that its constituent limit for Barium, TS and Sulfates shuuld be set more stringent than a
traditionel oil and gas treater discharpe that was occurring on the west side of the same reservoir for these same exact
constituents. The proposed use is the same, the chemical constituents identified are the same and the receiving water/
reservoir would be the same - but somchow the watcr quality standards should he different? Adopﬁng g rule to do this

flies in the face of reason, good science and would most certainly not pass an arbitrary and capricious test (the
petitioners propose that the Barium Standard be 10 times more restrictive than the drinking water standard 1). Please

see the Ietter from DEQ’s John Wagner dated January 5, 2007 regarding this subject.

I believe it is also appropriate to puint vut that the original petition (before revisions) on page 5 under number 2
discussed Effluent Limits being amended-for produced waters (secmingly across the board). Now the petition, if [
understand the revised petition correctly, is saying that the current water quality standards are appropriste for waters
produced in the Bighorn Basin and other traditional oil and pas discharges across Wyoming (which includes the

/ﬂ
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Powder River Basin) and should be left alone as they are appropriate. It seems to me that by proposing the current,
unchanged water quality standard for those traditional dischiarges the petition is cosentially arpuying concurrently for
and against the current water quality standards being appropriate for use, within the same petition action. This just
looks to me to be the petitioner attempting damage control for affecting these other discharges with the proposed
petition as they did not want to take away their water. They did not, however appear to extend the same protection for
current users of CBM produced waters that would be robbed of the use of this water if the rule was enacted as the

petition is written.

b. The petition asks for water to be discharged only if it can be put to 2 documented, demonstrated beneficial
use. Discussion has been held as to whether or not demonstration of beneficial use shounld be provided.

I belicve that the petitioncrs stand on thig issue seems to have modified along the course of this discussion. At the
January 15-16 hearing I believe that [ heard the petitioner discuss that if an antelope or cattle had access to water then it
was of beneficial use. The petition reads differently.

Regardless of the current stand of the petitioner, this issue is straight forward to illustrate. If the traditional oil and gas
and other discharges such as publicly owned treatment works produce a water that is of a quality that is beneficial to
wildlife and Jivestock and it is available to them, then it is of beneficial use and it appears that no one argues that.
CBM produced water is water of a quality that is beneficial to wildlife and livestock and it is available to them (and in
oSt cases is better quality than the traditional oil and gas discharpes), and therefore it not of beneficial use 7

< HEQ has taken the right approach on this issue. Warer of the quality that is produccd by coalbed wells in the PRR goes

_vell beyond the huge use it has for large mammalian wildlife and livestock, It is literally a springboard for wildlife to
flourish. The list is nearly endless — waterfow] such as ducks and geese, muskrats, amphibians of all types, fish and
their mionows, turtles and snakes, upland birde, shorebirds, songbirds and insects - many of which provide a portion of
the food chain for predators such as raptors, fox, coyote, badgers ete. These ecosystems benefit tremendously from this
produced water ~ and some of these gpecies would not exist at these sites but for thesc dischorges. Beneficial use of
this quality of produced water, whether the discharge is to a drainage, a reservoir or an off channel pit for use by the
whole scope of wildlife across the species list is huge and undeniable. Bottom line is that nature is opportunistic when
it comes to water usc — even more so in the arid climates of Wyoming, and that broad beneficial use by a myriad of

wildlife, with this quality of water, is simply a given.

i

Consider for a moment the converse argument. Could someone successfully argue that when water of this quality was
discharged and made available to wildlife that no wildlife or livestock would make beneficial use? Clearly not.

I the interest of disclosure, I do receive calls from ranchers who are concerned about coalbed water.

¢. No CBM operator can discharge effluent which meets the definition of “pollution”™ or would cause “poliution”
as defined, in the receiving streann:- -

This language proposes a standard that places a regulatory moratoriumn v CBM produccd water discharge regardless of
quality, unless a produced water had all of its chemical constituents completely removed. There are no existing surface
waters or groundwaters that would pass this definition and therefore could be discharged. No municipal drinkiog water
in Wyoming could cleur that hurdle. It is unlikely that water could even be removed from a stream, put in a clean pipe

H
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and transported 1 mile paralle! to that stream and then re-introduced into that same stream without some change to the
physical, chemical or biological constifuents than the location of the receiving water. Again, this sort of restriction is
both arbitrary and capricious. '

It is my understanding that the petitioner may have recently stated that this was not the intent of the petition. The
petition says what it says. I have to base what would happen with this provision of the proposed rule on what Mr,
Wagner would do with that rule if he were given it, o5 it is his signature that would he required on the WYPDES

permit. In his January 5, 2007 letter he states

“There is probably no case where a CBM discharge would be able to meet all of the conditions of this section of the
proposed rule. It is a standard to which no other industry or type of discharger is being held”

I would ask the Council to consider approaching the Attorney General’s office to acquire an opinion as to whether this
specific portion of the rule would be appropriate that holds CBM discharges to a standand that no other industry or
discharger is held to (if that has not already been done),

d. There are conflicts with some landowners and some existing discharges. What ahout those situations ?

It is unlikely that any undertaking could take place of the size and scope of Coalbed development in the Powder River

Basin without there being conflicts, There are conflicts when activities of development go on. Subdivisions of houses
fﬁigeing built are controversial. Highway projects have conflicts. Wrangling occurs when someone wants to build a new
¥ ztail store. There are mechanisms fur dealing with those conflicts in place currently. Relow are some of the ways

% .aese conflicts can be resofved:

» Privatc Surface Use Agreement among parties

s Dining room table arguments/ name calling and cventual agreement after a long day, week, month, year

» Binding arbitration

» Non-binding arbitration

ERNNANSRANAAN LN} 3

+ Civil litigation &
s Arm Wrestling

» Coin Flipping

FarAn

» Rock / Paper / Scissors

1 don’t mean to be flippant in mentioning any of these options, rather I do so to point out that to a given combination of
operator and landowner any one of these above options might just be the viable solution, and it would be their right to
choose a method that you or I might consider not to be the appropriate way to settle the issue. This is still the United
States of America and folks can choose the way they resolve disputes. Dispute resolution and dealing with who
?damaged what and assigning respossibility is a question that is asked and answered every day in our country. Tt is the
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gxght of any citizen or company who feels he is damaged to go about addressing it with the already long list of tools to
40 80.

“Members of the Council, you have a petition before you that is really asking you to do something that is outside your
cope with raspect to resolving allegations of damage and disagreement, and puts you ir the uncomfortable position of
ing asked for a solution you simply can’t and shouldn®t deliver. Water quality is really not the issue here, and neither
environmental protection or lease rights ur questions of bencficial use. Disagreement among some parties is the
“issue here. Establishment of unrealistically restrictive water quality standards will not resolve these issues, as the
“presence of distilled water would still be a problem for some. Ceasing all discharge will not solve the issues (as a
atter of fact it will open a large list of new and exciting anes). The real way to empower solutions is to decline the
quest to solve it for the parties with new rules. This focuses the discussion and the responsibilities where it belongs —

tween the parties.

Things the Council needs to consider

There is a long, long list of users of Coalbed and other produced waters that are quic’dy enjoying those uses and their
-associated water rights under current standards, Should you grant the potition as it is written there will be a fakings of
water use, water rights and agricultural value added from a large group of ranchers. There would be on many ranches a
easurable decrease in the agricultural productivity of their operations resuitant from this proposed rule chunge — and
cording to at Icast onc rancher and the map she provided there well over half a million acres of ranches in the Powder
iver Basin that are using and are happy with these discharges that she is aware of. Who will compensate these
tnches for their lost revenues and lost oppormunity costs?  Scems Jike a large baby to throw out with the bath water

*__.a0 pun intended).

2 D!schargc water quality standards are not to be set in a vacnum, but are required to be set in consideration of
economic impacts, among other considerations, I hope that the Council has grasped the impact to the industry and
§ranchmg in the Powder River Basin that would be direct effeuts of its adoption.

j;a The Barium Standard proposed by the petition places 99% of current operating outfalls immediately out of
scompliunce ( sce presentation by Rob Garland to EQC in the record). Thig'§65088d limit does not have credible
‘science behind it. Many wells would become immediately uneconomic as treatment to those limits would be difficult
‘and expensive. This overrestrictive Barium lmit, by itsel( cuuses a large portion of the gas resource not to be left in the
‘ground and not recovered, Operators in the Basin could be asking the State for compensation for resultant takings from
@ﬂns portion of the proposed rule alone, a pursuit that they would likely have success in.

b The workforce impacts, effects to related commerce, royalty revenue, tax base apd broad economic ramifications of
“the petition as it is proposed is notbing short of catastrophic to this industry. A drive through the compmmities of
Gillette, Mooreroft, Newcastle, Buffalo or Sheridan would likely not yield a ook at a business that would not be
negatively impacted by the results of this petition as it is proposed. Tax revenues and royalties to the state lust would
‘affect all residents, and could single handedly turn the current fiscal position of our state upside down, Taxable

valuauons drop and the dovmward cycle picks up momentum.

c Couple the crippling of the CBM industry with 2 or 3 more years of our recent drought and the untimely loss of
;ptoduced water by ranchers and then take a near termi look at Northeastern Wyoming. Gillette could easily becoms like
towns just over gur northernt border into Montana, Businesses would struggle to remain afloat. Young people would

¥
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Jeave the state in droves due to lack of economic opportunities. Perhaps someone decides that the water emanating
from these same coal seams should not be allowed to flow out of them at the area coal mines for Jack of meeting their
definition of beneficial use and are further not suitable to be put on the ground for dust control (as is currently the
practice).  The next step could easily be that someone takes up the argument that the split ¢fflucnt standard proposed
by the rule is nat appropriate, and that all discharges are now to held to the standard placed on coalbed by the
petitioners rule. Those traditional oil and gas discharges will likely not meet the new overly restrictive 108, Sulfate
and Barium limits and so those discharges become uneconomic to contimne. While there might be those that would
distniss this as some sort of doom and gloom outlook, I would sugpest looking at it and thinking carefully about how
few regulatory decisions it would actually take for this scenario to occur. Further, take a look at the casc presented in
this petition — many of these “doom and gloom” arguments could alreéady be detived from information already

presented in this matter,

In summation, the PRBRC petition asking for revisions to Chapter 2 has been given its due consideration by the
Council. The petition asks to have arbitrary standards attached 10 CBM producad water that no other discharger i held
to, and the AG’s office is on record indicating their problems with the petition. Frankly the rule looks like it would get
struck down quickly if adopted. The petition’s rule does not solve the problems that it proposes to and would create 2
long list of problems if adopled. The ccopomic impacts of the proposed petition alone deserve a strong look by the
council. I would ask that the Council reject this petition iramediately and invest its valuable time elsewhere.

Thank you for your time your consideration and the chance to commment. Please feel free to contact me concerning

these cormments.

\_ .im Barber
1208 Willowbrook Lane
Gillette, Wyoming
82718
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January 26, 2007

W}fox;xing gnvironmental Quality Council et A Y 0‘?%?;‘;&33'6&?&?0 o

Herschier Bidg., Ran, 1714 Eniron N
erschler ., R

Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Petition To Amend Wyuming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2, Appendix H

Dear Mr. Gordon:

I am a permitting agent for Yates Potroleum Corp. and a resident of Gillette,
Wyoming. I moved to Gillette 2 years ago in search of a better life for me and my
family. I found what I was looking for; a good job and a diverse community that
has opportunities for anyone, regardless of their background. My wife hasa :
Masters in Art History and found a job as the director of the AVA community art
cenier. We love it hery in Gillotte and would like to see it continue to grow and :

prosper.

I have read the Petition to Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2,
Appendix H, and { am very concerned about the potential consequences that this
petition would set inio motiou if made into a mle. The PRBRC has stated in the
petition that they are in favor of responsible development; I am also in favor of
responsible development; however, I don’t see that as the goal of this petition, I
gather from the petition that the PRBRC in intending to shut down the entire
CBM industry in Wyoming. This would have disastrous effécts on my family and
thousands of others in Gillette and all over tho state of Wyoming,

In my job as a permitting agent [ deal with many landowners who have been hit
hard by the drought we have been fn, and they are thrilled to have access to water.
It hag become very difficult to make a living as a rancher; especially one who
only has a small fedly operation. For many of these landowners the CBM
industry has provided them exftra income and an ample supply of water that has
enabled them fo continue ranching and supporting their families, Many of them
have commented that before CBM came their operations were in serious trouble
of failing; however, now they are able to continue ranching. For these ranchers
this is the greatest gift anyone could have given them.

The DEQ regulates our discharges and does not allow the discharge ot water that
would have negative effects on Hvestock, wildlife or the environment. They have

AMOY WITTTIML 34 QT4 THOH?O0G I BT i T Sy ey
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studicd the watcr and the soils of Wyoming and determined acceptable limits of
constituents present in the CBM discharge water. These limifs are based on
science not on emotion. [ sympathize with tho petitioners that feel they have been
wronged by the methane companies; however, we must make our decisions based
on science and not emotion; especially when the potential consequences could
have devastating offects on the state of Wyoming.

We all need to be mindful of our actions  avoid the dogradation of the
environment, The answer to this is responsible development not the elimination
of an entire industry; an industry that supports thousands of families aud is an
intepral part of the economy of this state.

Looking at the Petition to Amend Wyoming Water Quality Rule, Chapter 2,
Appendix H; keep in mind that ifit is made into a rule it would administer very
serious consequences onto the people and economy of this great state.

Respectfully,

Jebediah Tachick :
Regulatory Agent i
Yates Petroleum £
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Jane Foster .-
810 Apricot Street JAN 75 M0y
Gillette, WY 82716 Terri A. Lorenzon, Director

Environme_maf Quality Councii

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chajrman

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W 25™ St.

Herschler Bldg., Room 1714

Cheyerme, WY 82002

Fax 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Council et al — WQD Chapter 2

DNear Mr. Gordon;

[ am writing to express my concerns about the above mentioned petition. I
am a self employed daycarc operator in Gillette and I feel the approval of
this petition will impact all business in our community. I have clients who
work in the methane business and if the petition is passed as it is written the
huge impact will affect the city, county and the state.

Water quality is a concern of many people and businesses in our community
and country. Something does need to be done to address water issues, but
all sides of this problem need to be considered when making a decision
which has such an impact on so many people and businesses. If the methane
production is reduced because of changes in water control many people will
lose their jobs, the community and the state will lose those people because
they will move away from our area. With that loss our refailers will lose
shoppers, schoo! enrollment will decrease, and other jobs will be lost
because of the decrease in our population, With this decrease comes lower
tax revenue, lost opportunities for economic development within the
community and future potential growth. Many businesses, including some
not involved with oil and gas production, may have to close their doors
because of the economic impact.

san i anfi
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Although, I do agree that water quality is very important I also believe there
are other options to consider besides the above listed petition. Because these
options are not addressed in the petition I oppose this petition.

I thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts concerning this matter.
If you have any questions to ask me you may contact me at 307-682-1899.

Sincerely,

Jane Foster
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Gillette, WY 82718 3 i
Tanuary 26, 2007 FILED
SAN 28 2007
tort A ,
Mz. Mark Gordon, Chairman teri A. Lorenzon, Dirgctor

» ; \ X Environn i i
Wyoming Environmenta! Quality Council wironmenial Quallty Coung

122 W. 25% 8¢,
Herschlor Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Desr My, Gordon,

I am writing to you in regards to the Pelition (o Amend Wyoming Warer Quality Rulg,
Chapter 2, Appendix H dated December 7, 2005.

My name ig Jan Miller and 1 do indeed work for Marathon Oif Corporation. Tam alife
long resident of the state of Wyoming and have worked for both the coal mining and
coalbod methane industries of many years.

The petition states that the water produced from the CBM wells is hazardous to families,
land and livestock, This water has been used and utilized by ranchers in the Powder
Basin area for years. I remember coming to Gilletie from the big town of Buffalo in the
seventies and how bad the water was, In fact we told everyone not 1o drink the water, |
feel that the water has greatly improved in Gillette.

T understand that the petition wants the quality of CBM water to be better than the
drinking watet, In all practicality it is better. Many land owners are happy that the water
is being pumped 1o the surface 35 they can water the land and their cattle. I'm not sure if
it is global warming, but we are facing a drought situation here in Wyoming, This water
is helping the residents and the environment,

"Il admit that there are some companies that don't care what they do as long as they
recetved g profit from it. Luckily we live in the United States and we have citizens who
work for oil and gas companies that care what happens. These environmentsl people are
passionate about thelr work. They do everything they can to ensure that we are following
the rules and suggest new rules that work for Wyoming. Ireally Welicve that if they were
concerned as to what coalbed methane was doing, they would quit working for the
methane companies and join forces with you 1o gee that the land we love is taken care of,

1 sincerely appreciate your letting me voice my opinions. There will always be some
people that you can’t please. This petition only lists a handful of local ranchers who are
not happy with what coalbed methane has done for them, There are handfuls of people



everywhere who do not like what government or technology is making them do. Butifit
was up to these individuals, we wouldn’t have automobiles, computers, growth in
Wyoming, a place to work for eur young people, etc. ' We really need to look at what iz
important for Wyoming and it should be heard from the residents of Wyoming, nota
small dissatisfied handfil.

Thank you again,

Jor T

Jan Miller
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VIA FACSIMILE

January 29, 2007 . F TILE D

Mr. Mark Gordon, Chairman

Wyoming Environnental Quality Council : JAN 2 3 2007

122 W, 25th St, Terri A. Lorenzon, Director
Hetschler Bldg., Room 1714 Environmental Quality Council
Cheyenne, WY 82002

Fax - 307-777-6134

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking-Powder River Basin Resource Council etal-
Revised Version-WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr, Gordon,

I am a Alliance Coordinator Assistant for Pennaco/Marathon Qil Company in Gillette,
WY, Ihave lived in Wyoming for the past 26+ years and have worked in both oil and
CBM industry. I have a mortgage, 2 vehicles and 2 children that were born and raised in
the Campbell County School System,

I oppose the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource
Council et al - WQD chapter 2.
« ] oppose any rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the ability for coalbed
produced water to be discharged and thus beneficially used.
»  Water has to be in the stream and constantly available to ranchers, livestock and
wildlife if it is to be beneficially re-used.

I would also like to make the following points about this rulc:

e If this rule is passed, in any form, the financial ramifications to me, my family,
my tellow employees and my company will be devastating, In addition, the loss
of tax revenue to the county and state from the tremendous reduction in Coal Bed
Natural Gas production will change Wyoming’s revenue picture inga

‘ surplus to a deficit,

¢ John Wagner, Administrator of the DEQ’s Water Quality Division, has written to
the EQC with his understanding of the effects of the proposed rule. Mr. Wagner
stated the rule will have the effect of prohibiting most, if not all CBM produced
water discharpes. '

s I oppose any rule that would set stricter standards for Powder River CBM
produced water than the existing WYPDES standards for Conventional Oil and
Gas Operations. The concept of a standard is self-explanatory...it should be
applied over the entire stale, The Powder and Tongue Rivers are pot any different
from the Wind/Big Horn or Shoshone rivers, This rule is bound to be struck
down as arbitrary and capricious upon appeal.

No. 7617 P 1/1
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s It iz well understood by the Pennaco and other CBNG operators in the basin that
problems with CBM water on some individuals’ properties might exist. I have
personally dealt with many of these individuals. ..in my opinion, their view of
rights they are owed i3 skewed beyond all reasonableness, There are many
options available for conflict resolutions that are not being pursued by the
petitioners, Changing water quality rules is not a fix for those issues. In nearly
every case an engineered solution has been offered to the petitioners, The
petitioners seem opposed to anything but a fight.

« The Attorney General’s office has rcpeatedly cautioned the EQC ugainst this
petition and the rule it proposes. The EQC would be wise to heed their attorney’s
advice. Again, upon appeal this rule will be struck down as arbitrary and
capricious.

Thank you for the opportunity to cormment on this rule, Again, please register my

opposition to making this a rule or policy. Please feel free to contact me at 307-680-

6990, if you have any questions regarding my opinion. Ilove Wyoming and do not want
my abili make g livine in this erful state!

Sincerely,

Leslie Davis, Baker Hughes Centrilift
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JAN 2 9 2007

wTe‘rri A. Lorenzon, Director
environmental Quality Council

Januery 28, 2007

Wyarning Frviranmental Quality Councll
Mr. Mark Gordon, Chaitman

122 W. 25% Street

Herschler Building, Rm 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al —
Proposed Revised Version — WD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

The Powder River Basin Rosource Council (PRBRC) has proposed a petition to change
Wyoming water quality rules to the Envirommental Quality Council, This petition is
aimed at produced water from coalbed methane wells and may impact traditional
produced waters. This letter is a formal response against the proposed petition, Ihave
put substantial anslysis into determining the negative impacts of this petition. It is my
understanding that the WYDEQ has looked at the petition and that as written it will have
the offeet of prohibiting most if not all CRM produced water discharges. By changing
WQD, Chapter 2, EQC would not be protecting existing use of CBM water by ranchers,
livestoek and wildlife. I oppose rulemaking that reduces or eliminates the shility for
coalbed produced water to be discharged and beneficially used. Finally, I oppose setting
standards for water discharge for coalbed produced waters that are morc restriotive than
for any other discharges. Iunderstand that problems with some individuals may exist;
however, changing water quality rules is not a fix for those solutions.  The Attorney
General's office has repeatedly cautioned against this petition. The EQC would be wise
to hoed their attorney’s advice. This rule will be struck down as arbitrary and capricious.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to comment on this ftoportant issue. Ploase
contact me at my email address: jhoyt@marathonoil.com if you have any questions
reparding this letter.
Sincerely,
esguiia gl
Tacqueline R, Hoyt, Technician Assistant
Marathon. Oil Company
co: Governor; State Legislative Body

3601 Southem Drive « Gillette, WY 82718 « Telephone 307/685-5134 » Fax 307/682-7621
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1413 Carmel Court
Gillette, WY 82716
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FILED
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Loren
Mr. Murk Gordon, Chairman %;ﬁnen i Qua
Wyoming Envnronmental Quality Council Envi
122 W. 25" st.
Herschler Bldg., Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY §2002

Dear Mr. Gordon,

This letter is in regards to the proposed modification to Chapter 2 of the Wyoming Water Quality Rules
and Regulations. My namg is EHcather Yekel-Ivory and I am an Occupational Therapist for Campbell
County School district, and I work with children who have special needs. ] am overwhelmingly appose
the Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — Powder River Basin Resource Council et al —~ WQD chapter 2 as bulls
a private citizen and as an advocate for the young children of the State of Wyoming,

The results of this ruling would be devastating to the educational gystem due to the funding that is provided
to cducation from the statcs CBM resources. This funding has allowed for the building of new schools,
raises for teachers in order to recruit the best teachers to our rural state along with educating staff and
teachers on the special needs of student with Autism/Aspberger’s syndrome, ADIID, leaming disabilities,
emotional disturbances, and mental and physical handicaps. T feel that the wellbeing of my students as well
as the stadents around the state would be uegatively inpacted by the 1esults of the proposed mudifications

to CBM production regulations.

As a private citizen I cannot even imagine what a rule like this would do to the livelihood of my family,
friends and neighbors due to the economic and emotional impact that would result. T would just like to
thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Heather Yekel-Ivory

ctor
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Jarvary 26, 2007

Wyoming Brvironmente] Quality Council

122 W, 25% 5t
Herschlcr Building, Room 1714
Cheyenns, Wy 82002
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Mr. Mark Gordon

Wyoming Environmental Quality Council RN

Chairman JAR TS 20

122 W. 25" Street Tarii A, Lovenzon, Directol
em R : g’& ‘,

Herschler Bldg., Rm. 1714 Environmental Qualy Councs

Cheyenne, WY 82002
January 26, 2007

RE: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking — PRBRC Revised Version WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

I am writing to voice my objection to the recently proposed changes to Chapter 2 of the Wyoming
Water Quality Rules and Regulations. This proposed amendment, if adopted, would basically halt
CBM development in the Powder River Basin. Since my graduation from the University of Wyoming
School of Environment and Natural Reserources, (Master of Science in Agricultural and Applied
Economics), [ have been gainfully employed in the CBM industry since September of 2000 and have
learned a great deal about this kind of development.

The primary thing [ have learned is that the majority of landowners are praising the water production
as a means to alleviate the effects of drought. There is a silent minority at work in the Powder River :
Basin (PRB) whose sole intent is to halt development, whether it is responsible or not. These proposed
rule changes are not going to protect existing use by ranchers, livestock, and wildlife. To the contrary,
they are going to cause harm. The proposed rule changes are going to directly impact the amount of
CBM produced water that can be discharged and beneficially used. I personally know many different
ranchers on active ranching operations who have come to embrace the CBM water production on their
lands as a means to keep their operations viable. Recently we have been approached by ranchers
asking for more water, not less. The discharge of CBM water has granted these ranches the flexibility
to grow two and sometimes three cuttings of hay where without CBM water they would have to

purchase all of their winter feed.

The proposed rule changes are going to make it virtually impossible for CBM development and
production to continue in the PRB. As P’'m sure you are aware, the State of Wyoming has enjoyed a
very strong economy with the increase of CBM development over the past 7 years. [ have been a
lifelong Wyoming resident and [ have a deep emotional attachment to this fine state. My own family
comes from a ranching background in the PRB. The same ranches that my family once operated are
under CBM development that has saved their operation multiple times from the effects of drought,
including astronomical losses caused by lightning fires in 2006. If CBM had not been present, most if
not all of the structures and forage on the ranch would have been lost. It was CBM discharge water
along with the CBM presence in the area that saved the ranch. How is this not a beneficial use?

As a lifelong resident of Wyoming, | wanted to remain here after college. In the absence of CBM
development, the opportunities for me were very scarce. CBM production and development has
allowed myself and multiple other UW alummi to remain in their home state and give something back
to it. We are the ones who have made Wyoming what it is — our home. We want to stay here, but
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without an economy it wouldn’t be possible. I am now a homeowner who is active in my community
and I pay my bills. CBM development affords me and all of my colleagues a comfortable living and a
future in the State of Wyoming. We all want to stay and continue to invest in Wyoming's future, but if
these rule changes are to pass, that future will come up very short and 1t is a very strong probability
that we will be forced to relocate to a stronger economy elsewhere.

I’ve attached some photos for your review that may help illustrate just what CBM development has
done for Sheridan County alone. The first photo 1s of the people employed in my company (There are
now 73). One year’s annual earnings for this group of people is approximately $4.2 million. It is safe
to assume that each of those dollars eamed is circulated at least three times within the community,
whether it be in Buffalo, Story, Big Horn, Sheridan, Dayton, Ranchester, Clearmont, or Arvada. All of
the businesses within the area benefit from this wage base, and we are just a small portion of the
overall workforce associated with CBM development in Sheridan County alone.

Other attached photos are of the new Sheridan Administration Building, Sheridan Junior High School,
Highland Park School. Each of these facilities was significantly funded by tax revenues generated by
CBM development in Sheridan County. The picture with the truck and ATV in the back is taken in
front of the Board of Control here in Sheridan. That truck, ATV, and the UW graduate who operate
them are specifically tasked by the State to inspect CBM discharge impoundments permitted by the
State Engineer’s Office. The position was created by CBM and funded through CBM revenues to
specifically address CBM discharge matters. Lastly, I've attached a photo of the new WDEQ office in
Sheridan. It was constructed about two years ago and has already been enlarged to accommodate more
than a dozen additional employees whose primary purpose is to monitor CBM discharges. You might
find it interesting that several of these individuals are also recent University of Wyoming Graduates as

well.

In summary, I implore you to reject the proposed rule changes by the PRBRC to the Wyoming Chapter
2 Water Quality Rules and Regulations. These changes will not help sustain agriculture, they will
hinder it. These changes will force Wyoming natives and alumni from the University of Wyoming
(funded largely by Wyoming taxeation and donations from Wyoming residents and former alumni) to
go and apply their talents in other states where there is an economic base that can support them. The
proposed rules are going to cause a significant impact to local and small businesses due to a reduced
level of circulating income, which will in turn lead to additional unemployment. Finally, the proposed
changes will harm all other Wyoming residents across the state due to diminished funding for schools,
infrastructure, emergency services, and domestic improvements that are received by mineral taxation.

Si ceraiy,
A

ﬁ;‘f&ﬁ‘ ) TR ¥ s

\,Lonat an Gates
P.O-Box 303
Story, WY 82842

s W,

YT e A

N 1 B S



RN,

WA AR AN,

ming

Sheridan, Wyo

‘MX & i A A AR A A S AT

e !
Sl
e e

J. M. Huber and Baker Energy
"“Partners in Success"”

Powder River Basin




e, ORI % Xt XLRENXN
s R AR e, S S0 et

e

R

X S EONERAERO LRI S R LNR0> SR % SRR
e Lo 2 e B
SRR N SR s R DS IR,
“.'-:-;-:.:-:-:r:. _,:.:.:A o> X &
S R A e 0 AN x P !
e e e T 3% SR RN
e
e X R X
A ; s o
R e S LI
% s 5 & R 0
on LRI s % e AN, ,‘:-.-,7;;:,
Ot Tt
TR
B e R
R i 2L PRTRIEELLINES o, S
SRR R e R R T,
RIS TSR SRR DU & : YRR 2
& R RSl a SR
S IS 2,
Gy I A AR ST
Baaant
RIS RIS
5

N
s
RS

SRS )

Sl !

T
LU

Rl
8

IR
SR
o ‘)",faf’

2

A
o
e

Foens D

SRR
ARtk AT
A e

o

T

%

LR ! K
ot ok etare et gt 2 Pteetat 3 S o, ! A A s %0 doge
Sala S = G S 3 RS TS X :
; £ e g
e 3
S s :
s Ry '
R LR S
s R v S
ST G > s ? 5 e ; 3
o AR B ¥ e A . Tk 3 e FREX ¢
e O A 4 g
e e S s o RIS % - P
e e Sh s : AN

na
-




A TS ST A

et
BB R R s

2
e

e e
PSR
RN

e QRS

SRR

.../'::;"1/&' >

e S N

SRR S

: 2 S

o
i

Sty

SR

s

ol 7o, -:'«'
AT
B,

2 -

5 B A
et N, T
R
R R RN

i
v

LTRSS
SRR
S

S Ehelas
.
o RSS:

L

ras

7i
Sunit High
L

R X0 O 5
O e e
. NS

e
LIRS
S

R A AT,

TN
e
TS
G
GRS
AR

o f Ji

sehao

s
T

£ s
e o et 2 o
2 Rt SN = &

i
e A IR
e .
SRS
TSI T
A, X
R R T TS
RS
R
%
LTRSS
I
S
SR

s Z?QES':;E::::.;.

s

i

i

H

.
1

'

'
1
i
H
H
i
'
'
H
H
H
'
«
:
H




H e

e : o0
ot ;

SR
GO0

Fnshnien
e S

LA A
S

KBTS

5

S
XN TSty
AL ot !

a0

% g AT
I % % .kzﬁ.’ﬁ:‘;’
At . . .
A AT T i R

RS
S
s
SR
SRR

e
S
3

53

R LY

( Hf\i’s{&mﬁ !/%rk f’/ﬁrriémlaﬁ/ %/iﬂ/

SRR R L ARrun

RIS,




e A A el ey,

R
R g
R R LA

SRSy
VAN

e
e e

— . LB
T

e,
2R o

AT R S T

e
RSSO

T
G
0
3
3

£
¥




R Sess, B SA R X A A O K s, R X ICRAN
AR ALY e e, - o DDA Qs
2 e R ATt XN, X
R oS SO0 %
S

oS

AT
R
O AP35

S T AR ST
AR o A
A R S ol LR > e
O S A A > % ! A
R o S
o A R S
o esaystoe, o e
RS s S S AR P S L, 2
LR S, S, S I, N A Sl ettt &0 A % e G
SR Rty "~§:?§;f;¢("§--’-':wf.v S TR, R oL S = o !
D Z SR
<

BRI £ R s S RO e
'.;:":}:éf <% 5 &{‘5‘5;’%’}‘ j:’::.‘:: 2 X K OLIOEEN ‘:':...‘,.4: %
2 7 ::g.‘, S

S

o o .
e
% S
SE
e ,2:;.» o
2

i

SRR,
SR

2

S

RS LA oy
e
ﬁf ORI SRR % s e

%

2

o

S
W 2
R

e

NNRARMASK M FAIARAGEA R A TAABAR

Ve e i,




7 //--\

o~ m_\\

81/28/2887 19:45

222 S.GILLETTE AVE,, 8TE. 502
GH.LETTE, WY 82716

3876868565 COLMAN DIL & GAS PAGE @82

OFFICE: 307-686-2082

COLEMAN OIL & GAS, INC.

January 29, 2007 ? 3‘ 1! 'E g
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Mr. Mark Gordon
Wyoming Environmental Quality Council
122 W 25th St.
Herschler Building, Room 1714
Cheyenne, WY 82002
Re: Citizen Petition for Rulemaking

Powder River Basin Resource Council

et al - Revised Version - WQD Chapter 2

Dear Mr. Gordon:

I am against amending the Wyoming Water Quality Rules. The coalbed methane play in
the Powder River Basin benefits many people. It is important to Gillette, Campbell
County and Wyoming.

We have seen the play come and go on the eastern flank of the basin and there has been
no permanent environmental degradation.

1t is my opinion that the petition is directed exclusively at the development in northeast
Wyoming for the sole purpose of stopping development. Coalbed methane is a very
valuable resource for the nation and I think we have shown from the past eight year
higtory that we can develop it responsibly. As a worker in the Powder River Basin
coalbed methane industry, this rule could close down our Gillette office.

If you would like to discuss this matter with me personally, please feel free to contact me
at 307-686-2082.

Sincerely,

- W

Robert G. Vergnani
Gperations Manager
Coleman il and Gas, Inc.

R U Tt A e taa R Lt

FAX: 307-688-0565
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I am writing to you about the Powder River Basin Resource Council’s to amend the
Wyoming water quality rules. I am a foreman for a Methane production manufacturing company.
So all that we do is related to the development of CBM.. I am in charge of 20 + people and our
company employs 50+ people. Iam also a husband, and father of three children. This rule
change would be devastating to our company and the economy of Gillette. It would also be
devastating to me, I would lose my career , for which I have worked very hard for the last ten
years to achieve, my family would lose our health insurance, and with the massive loss of work
this rule would inflict I believe it will be very difficult to find an work. This rule could very well
send many people like myself into unemployment and financial ruin. I hope that this rule will not

* be approved and that there could be a better way of dealing with any water issues that to put

thousands of hard working, tax paying, voters out of work.

Thank you for your time
James Kimbley

RIS NN,






