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Matt Mead,  
              Governor 

 

Todd Parfitt, 
Director 

 

 
October 3, 2014 
 
Mr. Brian Good 
3796 Lane 32½ 
Greybull, WY   82426 
 
RE: Permit 624(s), Annual Inspection 
 
Dear Mr. Good: 
 
On the afternoon of September 23, 2014 I conducted an inspection of Permit 624 with the 
assistance of your daughter, Lacee. I found no major issues on site. The only item out of the 
inspection requiring action is to post signs on topsoil and subsoil/suitable material piles in a more 
conspicuous manner. Some of the signs were partially obstructed as a result of the recent addition 
of material to the piles. 
 
Discussions with Lacee indicate the plan is still to complete regrade operations west of the 
haulroad later this Fall / Winter. Areas that have been topsoiled but seeded are scheduled to be 
seeded later this Fall. As described in the report summary, the best way to control the bond is keep 
current with reclamation, thus, it is my hope that these tasks will be completed.  
 
As discussed with Lacee in the field, there is a need to get the area mapped such that a 
reasonable bond estimate can be developed and issues with regard to the 2014 Annual Report 
brought to a close. I hope this can be accomplished later this month. 
  
Enclosed please find my Report for the inspection that was conducted on September 23, 2014.  
 
Please review the contents of the enclosed report carefully and if you or Lacee have any questions 
about its contents or find something in error, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian R. Wood 
District II Hydrologist 
 
w/ enclosures – 2014 Inspection Report 
 
cc WyDEQ/LQD Cheyenne Office – Permit 624(s) Inspection File  
 John Erickson > WyDEQ/LQD Lander Office Permit 624(s) Inspection File  
 Brian Wood, Chron File  

 

DEQ 6 - 014



SMALL MINE
INSPECTION REPORT

Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, Land Quality Division
510 Meadowview Drive Lander, WY 82520

Phone: (307) 332-3047 FAX: (307) 332-7726 FAX2: (307) 332-3183

  Field Conditions:

Lacee Good, Good Mining
Company  

Permittee:PT0624

Report Date:
Inspection Date:

GOOD, BRIAN
9/23/2014
10/3/2014

Inspector(s):
Participant(s):

Inspection Reason(s):

Permit Number:
Brian Wood

Annual
Current Bond:Last Inspection: 8/26/2013 $165,000

6/27/1989Approval Date:

Inspection Topic In Compliance

Compliance N/A

  ● Erosion Control Yes
No stormwater issues noted. All runoff should either be captured by the pits or directed toward the impoundment
which lies just west of Bear Creek.  
  ● Fuel Storage Yes
All fuel was stored within a bermed containment area.  
  ● Highwall Yes
In addition to the active pit located in the vicinity of Mine Block 32, there are two open pits. One is located in
the vicinity of the Mine Blocks 30 and 31 and the second within Blocks 1B and 1C (see  Photo 1). No stability
issues were noted and in the case of the active pit (Block 32) and 1B/1C it appeared that an adequate buffer zone
along the wall had been stripped and warning berms in place. It is my understanding that area associated with
mining of Blocks 1A, 1B, and 1C is scheduled to regraded this Fall / Winter.    
  ● Roads and Culverts Yes
The Bear Creek crossing culvert has been installed (see  Photo 5). Riprap has been placed at the upstream and
downstream culvert faces. No issues were noted with the installation.  
  ● Topsoil Salvage Yes
Salvage operations for topsoil and subsoil/suitable material appeared to be adequate. Discussing salvage
operations with one of the equipment operators, topsoil from the current operation, which is located on the east
side of Bear Creek (see  Photo 4) was stripped and hauled to a pile in the vicinity of Mine Blocks 4 and 5. All
material below the topsoil down to the shaley horizon above the bentonite bed was salvaged as suitable cover
material. The thickness of this suitable material seam is approximately 10 to 12 feet.  

Compliance Assessment

This was the Annual Inspection for Permit 624. The Annual Report was received on August 4, 2014 and a
review memo sent on August 13, 2014. The Annual Report did not contain a Reclamation Performance Bond
estimate and the map provided did not illustrate the current and projected site conditions. It is hoped that a map
can be generated later this month such that closure can be brought to this Annual Report.  

Opening Comments

BentoniteMineral:Big HornCounty:
235

Total Disturbed Acres:

Approved Acreage:Status: Active
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Inspection Topic In Compliance

  ● Topsoil Signs Yes
Signs for Topsoil and Suitable materials were noted, but in some instances should be relocated such that they are
more conspicuous.  
Reclamation N/A

  ● Topsoil Replacement Yes
Photo 2 shows an area where topsoil has been spread since 2013. The area lies to the south of the edge of the
original pit series. Respread depth appears to be adequate, approximately two feet, but was not directly
measured. As shown in the photo, the area is heavily infested with weeds and will probably need to be disced
before seeding, which is scheduled for this Fall. There is a second area that has been regraded and topsoiled
using materials salvaged from mining west of the haulroad that bisects the permit area and live spread. The area
is located in the vicinity of original Mine Blocks 24 and 25.  
  ● Vegetation Yes
Approximately 16 acres have been completely reclaimed over time. The area at the south end of the mine was
not inspected. A portion of the area along the west bank of Bear Creek was walked. The number of perennial
species observed was pretty thin and consisted primarily of Crested Wheatgrass and Gardner Saltbush. The most
abundant species observed were halogeton and thistle,  see Photo 3. If there is no improvement during next
growing season, the area will need to be reseeded.  

Actions Required

There are no unresolved Maintenance Items

There are no maintenance items to be performed as a result of this inspection with the exception of re-posting
"topsoil" and "suitable" signs more conspicuously. No violations are being issued as a result of this inspection.
As described in the Introduction, the area needs to be mapped in order to complete the 2014 Annual Report and
prepare a reasonable bond estimate for the site. It is hoped that this can be accomplished later this month. In
order to keep reasonable control over the bond amount, reclamation work must be performed. Thus, I hope that
Good Mining Company will complete all regrade operations west of the haulroad that bisects the permit area
later this Fall and early Winter. In addition, there is a need to get all topsoiled areas seeded. It appears that the
area will be going into the Winter with good moisture.  

Inspection Summary Comments
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Attachment Types:

Inspection Recipient and Attachment Information

X OtherTable(s)Map(s)Photo Addendum

Attachment Notes

Recipient Email Address/Notes
Operator No GOOD, BRIAN

Type FileName Size (MB) # Pages
Cover Letter 624_2014 Annual Inspection Cover Letter.pdf 0.18 1
Photos Permit 624_Sept_2014_Insp_PhotoAddendum.pdf 1.52 3
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Permit 624, September 2014 Annual Inspection, Photo Addendum 

Photo 1 (above) looks north at the mined out area west of the haulroad that bisects the permit area. 

Photo 2 (below) looks east at topsoil and subsoil stockpiles in the main area of the permit. The area in 

the foreground has been topsoiled, but not seeded. The plan is to seed the area this Fall. 
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Photo 3 (above) looks along an area that was reclaimed in the Fall 2011. The majority of the vegetation 

present is comprised of halogeton and thistle. An occasional wheatgrass and Gardner Saltbush was 

observed.  Photo 4 (below) looks generally south into the active pit area on the east side of Bear Ck. 
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Photo 5 (above) looks at the inlet to culvert installed at the Bear Ck. Crossing. Photo 6 (below) looks 

south at an area that has been regraded and soiled using materials from pit area west of the haulroad.  
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