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a. Permit Reclamation Plan-2.11 Section 2.11.41-6 Revegetation & Seed states

"However, the land owner, Lonesome Country, LC has requested that no trees be

replaced in the reclamation". The landowner is 2U Ranch, LLC not Lonesome

Country, LC. We want all the trees to be replaced that are disturbed by mining. 8PM

will disturb 177 acres which includes 86.23 ac of woodlands (Permit, 2.8 Vegetation).

These woodlands have a density of 126.83 trees/ac. The composition of the

woodlands is 72.5% ponderosa pines, 22.5% bur oak, and 5% juniper. They will

disturb a total of 10,936.55 trees (7,928.99 ponderosa pines, 2,460.72 bur oak, and

546.82 junipers). BPM has received a certified letter with return from the

landowners that they want the same size and age of the trees that are removed to

be replanted.

b. The reclamation plan must include tree replanting (DEQ, Non Coal, Standard

Operating Procedure,(SOP) No. 7.4, Land Quality Division, SUBJECT: Bond Release

Procedures for Bentonite Mines, Category 4: Lands Disturbed Post August 1981.

Lands affected on after September 1, 1981. Reclamation goals on these lands are

outlined in WDEO/LQD Chapter 3, Section 2 (d). Bond release on Category 4 lands is

evalu�ted through an application and a field inspection that addresses the following

criteria:(h) If the approved Reclamation Plan includes a specific commitment(s) (i.e.

trees. stockpond, etc.), the commitment(s) must be fulfilled.)

c. W.S. 35-11-402, Establishment of Standards states that reclamation should be to the

"highest previous use of the affected lands, the surrounding terrain and natural

vegetation. surface and subsurface flowing or stationary water bodies. wildlife and

aquatic habitat and resources, and acceptable uses after reclamation including the

utility and capacity of the reclaimed lands to support such uses."

d. DEQ - Non Coal Chapter 3 Non Coal Mine Environmental Protection Performance

Standards state "Reclamation shall restore the land to a condition equal to or

greater than the highest previous use." and "Operators are required to restore

wildlife habitat. whenever the Administrator determines that this restoration is

possible, on affected land in a manner commensurate with or superior to habitat

conditions which existed before the land became affected."

e. DEQ - Non Coal, Chapter 3 Non Coal Mine Environmental Protection Performance

Standards, Revegetation states "reforestation shall be deemed to be complete when

a reasonable population density as established in the reclamation plan has been

achieved, the trees have shown themselves capable of continued growth for a

minimum period of five years following planting. and the understory vegetation is

adequate to control erosion and is appropriate for the land-use goal". ''The plan

shall include the method and schedule of revegetation, including but not limited to

species of plants, seeding rates, seeding techniques, mulching requirements or other

4 


